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House approves long-delayed 
P1-trillion budget; now it has 
to clear in hostile Senate 
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{E METRO /A21 
Oil tank spill 
stirs up Pandacan 
neighborhood 


"а ENTERTAINMENT /A2- 
Gov't offers loan 


to producers to stir 


in Bicutan siege probe activity in film industry 


Online 'hacktivists' launch 
virtual sit-in vs cops website 


COMPUTER-SAVVY FIL- 
Ipino protesters took civil 
disobedience to cy- 
berspace yesterday, 
launching a "virtual sit-in" 
campalgn that urges on- 
line activists to over- 
‘whelm the police website 
with numerous hits 


ONLINE/ AB 


Teacher in GenSan asks 


erring pupils to undress 


By Alcuin Papa in Manila 
and Aquiles 7. Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


EVEN AS THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
warned public school teachers yesterday against in- 
fling harmful or unusual punishment on students, 
parents were up in arms against another teacher 
who allegedly forced Grade 6 pupils who did poorly 
In exams to undress before thelr classmates 
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ilipino singer wins world 
jazz competition in London 


the finals—held at the Cadogan 
Hal in Londons Sloane 
Square—with a few bars of an 
ethnic chant, singing a cappella 
the first lines of "Nature Boy,” and 
then crooning "My One and Only 
Love” and “Lullaby of Birdland.” 

As LIJC Jazz Vocalist 2006, 
David will receive £1,000 (nearly 
P90,000) and take on engage- 
ments at the Jagz in Ascot and the 
606 Club in Chelsea. 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Confirming on Thursday news 
of his winning, David told his 
friends in Pampanga that in his 
spiel, he shared his “amazement 
at how music can transcend bor- 
ders and cultural differences, 
how it can bring people together, 
howitcan truly set us free.” 

Said David's 19-year-old daugh 
ter Nikki: “We were asking him if 
һе had felt like he won it after he 

FUPINO/AIS 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—ONCE 
again, a Filipino is the best of'em. 
Jazz singer Mon David won the 
grand prize in the prestigious Lon- 
don Intemational Jazz Competi- 
Чоп (LUC) last Wednesday besting 
106 vocalists from 27 countries. 
The 52-year-old native of Pam- 
panga began his performance at 


20 


CONTREUTED PHOTO 


‘THE ONE AND ONLY Mon David (center) bested 106 jazz singers from 27 countries. On hand to fete him 
are RP Ambassador to the Court of St James's Edgardo Espiritu, Ann David, Lydia Espiritu, Mishka 
‘Adams, Ariz Guinto (partly hidden) and Nieves Bates of Candid Records. 


Cha-cha gets going today 


Barangay assemblies start people’s initiative to amend Charter 


By Joey A. Gabieta, PDI Visayas Bureau 
Norman Bordadora and Juan Escandor Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


THE SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN 
to amend the Constitution be- 
gan early this week and is ex- 
pected to intensify when baran- 
gay assemblies are convened na- 
tionwide tomorrow March 25 
and again on Oct. 21, officials 
yesterday said, 


‘The barangay assemblies have the impri- 
matur of the Department of Interior and Local 
Government. 

In Memorandum Circular No. 2006-25, is- 
sued March 10, the DILG directed local gov- 
ernment officials to conduct the assemblies 
on March 25 and Oct. 21. 

A people's initiative is one of the three modes 
of amending the 1987 Constitution. The others 
are Congress convening itself into a constituent 
assembly (Con-Ass) and a constitutional con- 
vention (Con-con) whose delegates are elected. 

In the people's initiative, a petition for 
amendments requires the signatures of at 
least 12 percent of the total number of regis- 
tered voters and at least 3 percent of every 
congressional district’ registered voters. 

Malacafiang, through the DILG, is appar- 
ently pushing for a people's initiative because 
it is averse to a Con-con and Con-Ass is not 


20 officers 
in plot face 
court-martial 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


‘THE PHILIPPINE ARMY HAS REC- 
ommended court-martial proceed- 
ings against Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, 
the sacked Scout Ranger comman- 
der, and 19 other officers for al- 
legedly participating in the aborted 
coup attempt against President 
Macapagal-Arroyo last month. 
‘The Army chief, Lt. Gen. Her- 
mogenes Esperon, made the rec- 
commendation to Gen. Generoso 
Senga, Armed Forces chief of staff 
according to Maj. Bartolome 
Bacarro, the Army spokesperson, 
"The Army investigated 59 offi 
cers and 37 enlisted personnel in 
connection with the plan to with- 
draw support from Ms Arroyo 
during a rally commemorating 
the 20th anniversary of the Peo- 
ple Power revolution on Feb. 24. 
"The 20 officers recommended 
for general court-martial have 
varying degrees of participation їп 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. At the Legaspi Village Park, Legaspi Street, Makati City, an ordinary streamer could well be a cause for 
alarm. Itannounces the annual barangay general assembly. Only this year’s is different. Its main agenda is to kick off a signature. 
campaign to amend the Constitution through a people's initiative. It begins today nationwide, according to the reports of the PDI 
news bureaus. € 


Garci: Why blame fake passport on me? 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and Philip C. Tubeza 


THE MAN AT THE CENTER OF THE PUR- 
ported fraud that marked the 2004 presi- 
dential polls expressed bewilderment yes- 
terday over the finding of the Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas (BSP) that a passport he 
had submitted to the joint House inquiry 
on the "Hello Garci” scandal was fake. 


Lafayette to resume 


‘The BSP prints all Philippine passports 
forthe Department of Foreign Affairs. 

Reached yesterday by phone at his 
farm in Bukidnon, former Election Com- 
missioner Virgilio Garcillano said that be- 
fore he turned over the passport (No. 
21243816) to the five House committees 
that conducted the probe, he had been 
holding it since it was issued in 2002. 

"It has always been in my possession ... 


kept at my residence in Barangay 
Kauswagan, Cagayan de Oro City" he 
said, pointing out that the passport was 
issued by the Department of Foreign Af- 

fairs satellite office in that city. 
Garcillano, 68, claimed that when he 
submitted his two passports to the joint 
inquiry, he believed they were “genuine.” 
He took issue with Cavite Rep. Gilbert 
GARCU AS 


likely to be convened because of strong oppo- 
sition from senators. 

Leyte Gov. Jericho Petilla acknowledged that 
a signature campaign for amending the Consti- 
tution through a people's initiative would be the 
‘main agenda in the barangay assemblies. 

Petilla told the INgumen that he had direct- 
ed all mayors and barangay officials in the 
province to gather the needed signatures in 
their respective areas during the assemblies. 

CHA.CHALAIS 


mining; inquiry on 


AUSTRALIAS LAFAYETTE MIN- 
ing Led. has announced it will re- 
sume work in the Philip. 
pines—halted after а toxic 
spill—but a local official says the 
Arroyo administration has given 
assurance that this will happen 
enly upon the completion of a 
Church-led inquiry. 

Reuters news agency said in a 
dispatch from Sydney that 
Lafayette's announcement yes- 
terday drove its stock 18 percent 
higher in the Australian Stock Ex- 
change. 

Fr. Leo Dolo of the Social Ac- 
tion Center of the Diocese of Sor- 
sogon said in a phone interview 
yesterday that Lafayette would 
not be allowed to resume opera- 
tions until an independent team 
convened by Bishop Arturo 
Bastes had completed its inquiry 
into the viability and acceptabili- 


ty of the firm's project. 

During a visit to Albay in 
February, 
Bastes the go-ahead to form a 
team of experts that would inves- 
tigate the Rapu-Rapu Polymetal- 
lic Project, once called the fiag- 
ship of the revived Philippine 
mining industry. Ms Arroyo her- 
self designated Bastes chair of the 
probe team. 

Lafayette also said its managing 
director, Andrew Mellwain, had ге- 
signed, and that it had secured 
A542 million (P1.5 billion) in fund- 
ing support to underpin 
tions in the Philippines via share 
placements and subordinated debt. 

Lafayette Mining, through its 
subsidiary, Lafayette Philippines 
Inc, runs the sprawling gold, 
copper and silver mine on Ra- 
pu-Rapu island in Albay. 


the President gave 


орега- 


 NNOJESUS Y ORBFTNPDI SOUTHERN LUZON BUREAU. 


LAFAYETTE AS 


MOUNTAIN SUBDUED 
Only seven volcanic earthquakes were recorded of the Mt. Bulusan activities the past 24 hours . But 
Phivolcs warns the threat to hazardous explosion remains. (Story on Page Al 1.) 


the foiled coup. However, the final 
decision will be up to the chief of 

staff,” Bacarro said yesterday. 
He said these officers, includ- 
ing Lim, could be charged with vi- 
20 OFFICERS) AIO 


Palace says 
ad plan won’t 
‘choke’ media 


By Alcuin Papa 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACARANG YESTERDAY AS- 
sured the public that a new exec- 
utive order seeking to consolidate. 
the advertising budgets of all gov- 
ernment agencies, including the 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office (PCSO) and Philippine 
Amusement and Gaming Corp. 
(Pagcor), was not meant to cur- 
tail press freedom. 

But the National Union of Jour- 
malists in the Philippines (NUJP) 
said Executive Order No. 511 could 
be used to harass a critical media 

Carlos Conde, an NUJP official, 
said there was nothing wrong 
with streamlining government ай 
budgets, “but if you look at the 
political context of the past few 
months it becomes telling." 

“We have a government that 
wants to control the flow of infor- 
mation," he said. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
signed EO 511 on March 6, creat- 

PALACE AIO 


WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Visayas and Mindanao wil experiance most cloudy 
‘es wilh catre ransowers and isolated thunderstorms. Tho 
‘rest of Ше country wil have gary cloudy ses wil sated rain- 


‘Showers or thunderstorms, 


SOURCE налза. 
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House OKs P1-trillion budget 


MANILA ARCHBISHOP CARDINAL 
Gaudencio B. Rosales will receive 
today the Red Hat (biretta), symbol 
of his elevation to the College of 
Cardinals, from Pope Benedict XVI 
in a consistory to be held at the Vati- 
can in Rome, according to a news 
release from the Archdiocese of 
Manila. 

Rosales joins 14 others, two of 
them Asians, who were named car- 
dinals by the Pope in February. The 
15 cardinals will help the pontiff 
guide the world’s more than one bil- 
Tion Catholics. 

Rosales, 73, only recently suc- 
ceeded the late, legendary Cardi- 
nal Jaime Sin as archbishop of 
Manila, the largest diocese in 
Asia. He has spoken out on social 
issues in the Philippines, saying 
the recent landslide in the coun- 
try was due to de-forestation, and 
called on the government to ad- 
dress the issue. 

The cardinals gathered in Rome 
Wednesday for a day of “prayer and 
reflection" ahead of the first consis- 
tory under Benedict 

Yesterday was designated a day 
of prayer, a kind of “brainstorming” 
session to discuss problems facing 
the Church worldwide, in what ob- 
servers say is an example of Bene- 
diets stated intention to have 
greater collegiality, or consultation, 
within the Church. 


CARDINAL ROSALES 


‘The gathering of top clergy will 
show the two faces of the Roman 
Catholic Church in quick succes- 
sion ~ the secrecy of yesterday's 
behind-closed-doors ^ meeting 
contrasting starkly with the color- 
ful public ceremony today in 
which the new cardinals will re- 
ceive the trappings of their high 
office. 

Yesterday's gathering, unprece- 
dented in Benedict's short reign, 
involved ай 193 cardinals, includ- 
ing the 15 to be elevated as 
"Princes of the Church” at today's 


Cardinal Rosales to get 
| Red Hat in Vatican rites | 


‘solemn ceremony. 

The 78-year-old German Pope ex- 
pected the meeting to "speak freely” 
оп the key issues facing the Church, 
according to French cardinal-elect. 
Albert Vanhoye. 

"We will be able to speak about 
the lack of vocations, relations 
with civil authorities and other 
problems,” said Vanhoye, a Je- 
suit. 

The pontiff was expected to ad- 
dress the cardinals at the end of the. 
meetin; 

During the consistory, each cardi- 
nal will be blessed by the Pope and 
be handed a red zuccetto (skull cap) 
and a red biretta to wear over it. The 
blood-red color of the cardinals’ 
vestments and headwear signifies 
their willingness to die for their 
faith. 

The consistory wili be held in 
front of around 7,000 diplomats, 
relatives and ordinary pilgrims in 
the Vatican’s Paul VI Hall. Each 
new cardinal will later be as- 
signed a room at the Vatican in 
which to greet wellwishers and 
dipomats. 

Rosales will celebrate a thanks- 
giving Mass with Filipino mi- 
grants, priests and religious in 
Italy on Sunday at the Sta. Maria 
Maggiore church. He will be back 
in Manila on March 30. With a re- 
port from AFP 


Very quietly, 
we've made the better choice even better. 


Our aircons 
have the 
exclusive 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
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THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APPROVED ON SECOND 
reading at dawn yesterday the P1.05-trillion General Appropria- 
tions Act (GAA) of 2006, the biggest-ever national budget which 
the administration claims will strongly help bail the country out of 


its economic and political woes. 


An ecstatic Speaker Jose de Venecia lauded 
the feat, saying that despite the political cri 
sis, the 236-member chamber of “all colors 
and stripes summoned the political will and 
courage" to approve the proposed budget of 
the Arroyo administration, which is currently 
operating on a reenacted budget. 

"Two years ago, the 2003 budget was rolled 
over as lawmakers, distracted by campaigning 
for the 2004 election, failed to pass a new one. 
Last year’s budget was not passed until March. 

Passage of the 2006 budget had already 
been delayed by a presidential order that kept 
government officials from congressional 
hearings since a political crisis last year, when 
President Macapagal-Arroyo survived an im- 
peachment attempt over the allegations. 

“With this crillion-pesos budget, we could 
create significant growth to help strengthen 
our war on poverty, so that we can lift Fil- 
ipinos from poverty and start building a mod- 
егп Filipino middle class,” De Venecia said. 


‘Priority blueprint’ 

In her budget message to Congress, President. 
Arroyo said the proposed САА, which will boost 
spending nearly 15 percent after years of re- 
straint, was her governments "priority blueprint. 
and commitment to ensure sustained socio-eco- 
nomic growth and push reforms.” 

Albay Rep. Joey Salceda, chair of the House 
appropriations committee, said congressmen 
approved the measure “as is, where is as Pres- 
ident Arroyo submitted, to the last comma, 
except for grammatical slips.” 

“It preserves the trajectory of deficit reduction. 
Yet it is the first growth-inducing budget with 52 
percent increase in capital outlay.” said Salceda, 
the chamber's in-house economist and one of 


President Arroyo's economic advisers. ў 

If enacted, he added, ће budget would 
help further reduce the gaping budget deficit 
and spur economic activity through increased 
government spending for infrastructure, 
health, education, among others. 

He said the budget also "scores on major 
social policy initiatives" in health with univer- 
sal health coveragé for indigents, in educa: 
tion with P1.8 billion for English textbooks 
and P2 billion for food for schoolchildren. ` 

“It signals that a gradual return to political 
normalization is possible. It should put to rêst 
suspicions that a reenacted budget is good for 
Charter change,” said Salceda. i 

In what is expected to be a formality, the 
bill will be presented to the lower house fof a 
third and final reading on Tuesday, with just 
minor refinements likely, said Salceda. 


Belligerent Senate 

But the long-delayed ЫП must still cle 
belligerent Senate. i 

Sen. Manuel Villar chair of the Senate coin- 
mittee on finance, said in a television interview 
it was likely the budget bill would not be rati- 
fied by both houses of Congress until June. 

The bill will move to the Senate — where 
some senators have been accused by the gov- 
ernment of supporting efforts to destabilize 
Arroyo ~ after the 1,600-page document has 
been printed, a process that may take more 
than а week, Villar said. 

“Most of our deliberations have been fin- 
ished and my committee is ready to report," 
Villar said. "But we really don't have enough 
time то discuss the budget because Гт sure. 
we will get that on the week before we ad- 
jour for Easter” With a report from Reuters 
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CENTER FOR 
‘arosa BEST PRACTICES. 


in collaboration with 
Corporate Governance Institute of the Philippines 
Philippine Institute of Certified Public Accountants 


presents 


of Non-Profit Organizations . 


ت 


21 April 2006 PENINSULA HOTEL, Makati City, Philippines 8:15 AM to 5:00 PM. 


‘SUCCESSFUL NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS PERFORM AT THEIR BEST, GAIN MORE PRESTIGE, AND ATTRACT MORE FUNDING WHEN THEY 
ARE GOVERNED BY AN EFFECTIVE BOARD. 


"THEREIS HARMONY IN THE BOARD AND MORE PRODUCTIVITY IN THE ORGANIZATION WHEN BOARD MEMBERS UNDERSTAND 
‘THEIR ROLES, FUNCTIONS, AND RESPONSIBILITIES. 


BECOME A BETTER BOARD DIRECTOR BY LEARNING THE BEST PRACTICES IN HOW PROFESSIONAL BOARDS WORK. THE SEMINAR AIMS 
ТО HELP PARTICIPANTS ENHANCE THEIR BOARDROOM KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO IMPROVE BOARD EFFECTIVENESS. ATTEND THE 
PROGRAM AND ADD VALUETO YOUR ORGANIZATION! 


Panel of Lecturers: 


CELSO P. VIVAS - Chair, PICPA National Committee on Corporate 
Governance. Vice-Chair & CEO, CGIP Fellow, Australian Institute of 
CompanyDirectors. Independent Director of listed companies. Experi- 
enced Consultant in family-owned and controlled corporations. 
MERCEDES B. SULEIK - Fellow, Australian Institute of Company 
Directors. Former Chairman, SEC Accreditation Committee on Corporate 
Governance. 

ROSARIO S. BERNALDO - President, CGIP A CPA & lawyer, she is а 
leading advocate and practitioner of corporate secretaryship and is a board 
member of over 25 multinational and non-profit organizations. 

ATTY. SAMUEL В. PADILLA - He is an authority on policy issues in 
corporate governance. Corporate Secretary, AFPSLAI | 


Board Directors/ Members of 
the following should attend: 


School Boards 

Foundations 

Cooperatives 

Hospital Boards 

Religious Organizations 
Unions 

Clubs and Associations 

Non Government Organizations 
Other Non-Profit Institutions 


Seminar attendees qualify to sit as board director in publicly-listed companies in compliance with SEC 
Corporate Governance requirement. LIMITED Slots Only. REGISTER NOW and avail of EARLY BIRD 
& GROUP DISCOUNTS! CALL (+63 2) 842-7148 or 59. EMAIL: bestpractices8888@yahoo.com 
Seminar Investment is P7,000 + 3% Non-Vat Tax (Inclusive of Meals, Resource Kit, and Certificate) 
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Gov't, Moro rebs fail 
to hammer out deal 


DIFFERENCES OVER THE SHARING OF 
strategic resources has delayed the signing of 
an informal deal between the Filipino govern- 
ment and Islamic rebels to end nearly 40 
years of conflict, a government negotiator 
said yesterday. 

Representatives of the Moro Islamic Libera- 
tion Front (MILF) and the government ended 
two days of informal talks on Wednesday 
without settling issues óf territory, gover- 
nance and resources in the southern Philip- 
pines, where the MILF wants a Muslim home- 
land. 

“There was not enough time to wrap up 
talks on the ancestral domain,” said Rodolfo 

„ Garcia, a retired general and a member of the 
government's peace panel. 

“There was a lot of haggling. This was ex- 
pected from a revolutionary group seeking to 
strike the best deal from government.” 

Garcia said the two sides would need an- 
other round of talks to thresh out specifics of a 
deal оп Muslims’ ancestral rights in Min- 
danao, the country’s fruit basket anda largely 
untapped repository of resources such as gold 
and copper. 

He declined to go into specifics of the bar- 
gaining, which took place in neighboring 
Malaysia. 

“We've settled the broader aspect of the 
agreement, but we're being weighed down by 


Correction 
IN THE MARCH 18 ISSUE, a photo cap- 
tion on the front page stated erroneously 
that President Macapagal-Arroyo attend- 
ed the celebration of the SOth sacerdotal 
anniversary of the Cathedral of Saints Pe- 
ter and Paul in Sorsogon City. The celebra- 
tion was for the sacerdotal anniversary of 
Msgr. Augusto Laban—not the cathedral. 
Readers may send their request for correc- 
poti "f emen E 2 the Day 
ilippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Buildir 
Chino Rock Avenue Corner Mascardo Stet 
Makati Gin, fax Nos. 3974793/94; email 
dies daydesk@inguirer com ph 
Complaints about lack of fairness or objec- 
tivi may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read- 
Es advocate, e-mail address: readersadvo- 
Cate@inguirercom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47- 
93/94, Aun. Readers Advocate. Her phone 
munber is 897-8808 Local 342. 


the specific details. We've exchanged our po- 
sition papers, but there's a lot of back and 
forth shuffling of the documents," he added. 

‘The talks could resume early in April, when 
both sides will attempt again to break the 
deadlock and fix a date for the signing of a 
deal on ancestral domain, a key part of a pro- 
cess to end a conflict that has killed more than. 
120,000 people. 

“These issues were not insurmountable,” 
said Eid Kabalu, a spokesman for the MILE, 
the largest of four Muslim separatist rebel 
groups in the southern Philippines. 

“The talks are moving and we're confident 
that the two sides would reach consensus at 
some point.” 

Garcia said the government understood 
the position of the rebels, who are con- 
cerned it will not keep its promises after 
another Muslim group, the Moro National 
Liberation Front, accused the government 
of undermining a separate 1996 peace 
deal. 

The conclusion of informal discussions 
would pave the way for the first formal talks 
between the MILE which broke away from the 
MNLF in 1984, and the government in three 


The two sides hope to sign a landmark deal 
by the start of the Muslim holy month of Ra- 
madanon Sept. 16. Reuters 


Wallace is graduation 
speaker in Pagsanjan 


PETER WALLACE, LISTED BY BUSINESS- 
week as one of the top 20 influential business- 
men in Asia, will be the speaker at the Pagsan- 
jan Academy's 78th commencement exercise. 

‘The graduation program is scheduled on 
April 1 starting at 4:30 p,m. at the school 
grounds in Pagsanjan, Laguna. 

"Wallace, an Australian by birth, is president 
and founder of the Wallace Forum, a Manila- 
based consulting firm. 

А frequent speaker at business conferences 
and a consultant of various investors wishing 
to do business in the Philippines, he has also 
written commentaries and reports on the dif- 
ficulty of doing business in the country. 

"The Pagsanjan Academy was founded in 1923 
by the late Don Pedro Llamas, a 1908 graduate of 
the University of Michigan in the United States. 


Philippine Launch 


PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES 


Registration c/o the Secretariat 


Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) Anthem - * Tayo tayo rin sa 2015 


Launch of the Global Plan to Stop TB (2006 - 2015), Panel Discussion and Symbolic Signing of 


GLOBAL PLAN TO STOP TB 
(2006 - 2015) 
March 24, 2006 


Philippine International Convention Center 
Manila, Philippines 


4:00 PM- 


4:05 PM - 


4:10 PM- 


4:15 PM - 


4:25 PM - 


The Philippine Launch of the Global Plan to Stop TB (2006 — 2015) is the 
Philippines’ response to the global call to save 14 million lives in the next 10 
years and eliminate TB by 2050. 


Through this launch, we bring together more than 70 agencies, organizations, 
and institutions from the government and the private sector to fully endorse, 
finance and implement the global plan vis-à-vis the national and regional 
strategic plans to control TB. 


The launch will also be highlighted by the Signing of the Petition for Call to 
Action by the more than 70 stakeholders attending the event. 


wA 


Full implementation of the Global Plan to Stop TB (2006 — 2015) will: 


Save approximately 14 million lives; 

Treat about 50 million people, including some 800 000 patients with 
MDR-TB; 

Expand equitable access to quality TB diagnosis and treatment for all 
patients; 

Provide anti-retroviral treatment to around 3 million patients who have 
TB/HIV; 

Introduce, in 2010, the first new TB drug for 40 years and, in 2015,a 
new short TB regimen of 1 to 2 months; 

By 2010, enable rapid, sensitive and inexpensive detection of active TB 
with <point of care> diagnostics; and 

By 2015, develop a new, safe, effective and affordable vaccine, which 
will be available with potential for significant impact on TB control in 
later years. 


The total cost of the Global Plan to Stop TB over its 10-year period is US$ 56 
BN (USS 47 BN for implementation of currently available interventions and 
USS 9 BN for research and development. There is a funding gap of about USS 
31 BN. 


‘Commitment 


Invocation and the Philippine National Anthem - UPCM Choir 


Opening Remarks 


Sec. Francisco T. Duque IIl MD, MSc, Department of Health 


Global Plan Film 


Launch of the Global Plan to Stop TB (2 


006-2015) ° 


Giorgio Roscigno MD, Executive Committee, Stop TB Partnership 


Stop TB Partnership Working Groups’ Panelists - 

Thelma E. Tupasi MD, Chair, Working Group on Drug-resistant TB 
Maria C. Freire PhD, Chair, Working Group on New TB Drugs 

Gijs Elzinga MD, Chair, Working Group on TB/HIV 


DOH - National Tuberculosis Control Program's Strategic Plan to 


Control TB (2006 - 2010) 


Rosalind б. Vianzon MD, MPH, NTP Manager, ООН 


WHO Regional Plan to Control TB (2006 


- 2010) 


Pieter Johannes Van Maaren МО, MBA, WHO - WPRO 


Panel Discussion. 


Chaired by Dr. Giorgio Roscigno and Assisted by Yolanda Oliveros MD, 


Signing of Petition for Call to Action 
To be led by Sec. Francisco T. Duque ill 


International Community's Response 
Michael Voniatis MD, WHO - Philippines 


Engaging the Private Sector 


MPH, DOH 


‘Amelia С. Sarmiento МРН, Philippine Coalition Against Tuberculosis 


Private Sector Response ° 


‘Ambassador Bienvenido Tan, Philippine Business for Social Progress 


Engaging the Public Sector 
Mayor Feliciano Belmonte, Quezon City 


International Standards for Tuberculosi: 


s Care 


Lee Reichman MD, МРН, New Jersey School of Medicine National TB Center 


Patients Charter of the Tuberculosis Community 


Armand D. Esguerra 


Closing Remarks 
Jubert P. Benedicto MD, 


Organized by the 


Philippine Coalition Agaínst Tuberculosis. 


Department of Health 
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Badjaos find new 
home in Zambales 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


A RESETTLEMENT VILLAGE FOR HOME- 
less Badjao families who have been begging 
_ and vending in the streets of Metro Manila 
and Batangas will soon rise in Sta. Cruz, Zam- 
bales, Social Welfare and Development Secre- 
tary Esperanza Cabral announced yesterday. 
Cabral said that at least 50 Badjao families 
will be the first settlers of the resettlement vil- 
lage. They will be provided with core shelter 
units and basic services like skills re-tooling 
and development; capability building that 


15 will improve their self-image; health and nu- 


trition; education including functional litera- 
“^ ey; and livelihood opportunities. 


Romblon State College 
holds alumni fellowship ` 


THE ROMBLON closed during the Pa- 
State College Alumni сйс War, but it re- 
Association (RSCAA) sumed as a high school 
will hold an evening carrying an academic 
of fellowship, enter- curriculum. Itis now a 
tainment and fund- state college, after be- 
raising on April 1 at coming an agricultural 
the school quadran- high school in the mid- 
gle school in Odion- fifties, with prospect of 
gan, Romblon. becoming the first uni- 

Famed singer Mar- versity in the province. 
ri Nallos, billed as the 
Crystal Voice of Asia, 
"will provide enter- 

«tainment to the event 
which will also wel- 
come the new gradu- 
ates of the school 
from both the college 
and high school. 

Class presidents of 
different batches 
from the 'S0s, and 
probably earlier, will 

.be-asked to pledge 
contributions to the 
planned alumni 
building which will 
istart — construction 
this coming June. 

RSC started as a 
farm school in 1916 


from Боду pain. 


The establishment of the resettlement village 
was in response to President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
directive to provide decent dwellings and other 
basic services to indigenous peoples, Cabral said. 

Now on йз social preparation phase as a plot 
project, the resettlement village seeks to promote 
a self-reliant community of Badjao families. 

Tt will be maintained as a social laboratory 
for the testing of new strategies, programs 
and projects that will benefit the Badjaos and 
other indigenous peoples. 

“We hope that with basic services already 
within their reach, they will no longer go to 
the metropolis to beg,” Cabral said. 

Commonly called the sea gypsies, the Bad- 
jaos are the second largest indigenous people 
in Sabah. Although the precise origin of the 
Badjao is unknown, records showed they may 
have come from Johore, in peninsular 
Malaysia, long before the two Borneo states 
became a part of the country. 

The Badjao have been a nomadic, seafaring 
people for most of their history. They chart 
particularly the waters of the Sulu Sea, off the 
‘southwestern coast of the Philippines, and the 
various seas that surround the Indonesian is- 
land of Sulawesi. 

‘Many of them had left their ancestral lands 
in Zamboanga, Basilan and Sulu archipelago 
because of piracy in the seas and the worsen- 
ing economic crisis in the areas, and went to 
major cities to earn a living through begging. 


t formed under the ILL 


Jones Law. It briefly 
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THAI AIRWAYS announces a new evening flight (TG625) every 
Wednesday effective March 29 bringing the total to 12 weekly flights 


between Manila and Bangkok: 


TG621 MNL/BKK DAILY 1440 / 1645 
TG625 MNLIBKK T,W,Th,F,Su 2030/2245 
TG620 BKK/MNL DAILY. 111071525 
TG624 BKKMNL T,W.Th,F.Su 1515/1930 


THAI. Smooth as 


For more information, please call your travel agent or THAI reservations: 
Makati 8124744 Manila 52801221025 Cebu (032) 2322405 


Everyday, more and more Fi 


World-class quality Condura refrigerators are made by the Filipino 
for the Filipino. That means every Condura is created for the 
unique way Filipinos live and is built to last. With service centers 
around the country, you can be sure Condura will always be 
here for you. Which is why more and more Filipino families have 
welcomed Condura into their homes. Ganyan ang galing ng 
Pilipino, Ganyan ang galing Condura. 
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No due process, PNP says of CHR report 


sis “without giving us the chance 
to present our side and sans the 
basic courtesy of furnishing first 
the PNP with a copy of its report.” 
“It could have been standard 
policy, especially in government, 
to furnish those concerned with 
the result of the investigation be- 
fore it’s released out to the pub- 
lic,” said Senior Supt. Samuel 
Pagdilao, the PNP spokesperson. 
‘The PNP also objected to the tim- 
ing of the reports release when the 
police organization is under fire for 
its strong-arm tactics during the re- 
cent state of national emergency, 
such as raiding a newspaper and 
making warrantless arrests. 
Lomibao sought to remind the 
public that the Bicutan crisis 
claimed the lives of three jail 
guards and one police officer. 
“It is unfortunate that because of 


the CHR report, the supreme sacri- 

fice paid by the slain cop and 
guards, who gallantly fought and 
died to save the lives of the 
hostages, may be put at great risk of 
going to waste while putting in 
doubt the legitimacy of the opera- 
tion,” Lomibao said ina statement. 

‘According to Pagdilao, the com- 
mission will have to prove its case. 

“They are the ones who are 
recommending a charge for mur- 
der or multiple murder against 
the PNP.. The burden of proving 
at least the existence of a proba- 
ble cause would have to be on 
their part," he said. 

Inits report released last Thurs- 
day, the CHR said the Department 
of Justice should determine the li- 
ability of police officers and their 

* superiors, including former Interi- 
or Secretary Angelo Reyes who 


By Luige A. del Puerto headed a crisis management com- 
mittee that gave the order to as- 
sault the prison. 

The commission found that 22 
suspected members of the Abu 
Sayyaf were killed when a crack 
PNP Special Action Force assault- 
ed the prison after a 27-hour 
standoff following an attempted 
jailbreak by a group of Abu 
Sayyaf inmates. 

‘Among those killed were three 
Abu Sayyaf leaders — Alhamzer 
Manatad Limbong, alias Kosovo, 
Ghalib Andang, alias Comman- 
der Robot, and Nadzmie Sabtu- 
lah, alias Commander Global. All 
three had been accused of in- 
volvement in mass kidnappings 
and terror acts. 

CHR commissioner Wilhelm 
Soriano said the commission's in- 
vestigation, including interviews 


‘THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL PO- 
lice decried the Commission on 
Human Rights report recom- 
mending criminal investigation 
of а PNP assault team for the al- 
leged summary execution of Abu 
Sayyaf suspects during the Bicu- 
tan jail siege last year. 

Jt said the CHR did not give the 
PNP a chance to present its side of 
the police assault on the Manila 
District Jail at Camp Bagong Di- 
‘wa in Bicutan on March 15, 2005, 
that resulted in the death of 23 
people, including three top lead- 
ers of the Abu Sayyaf bandit 
group. 

PNP Chief Director General Ar- 
turo Lomibao said he was “sad- 
dened” by the CHR's release of its 
report on the Bicutan hostage cri- 
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we know these guys are suicidal 
[sic]," he said. 

Yet the police did not immedi- 
ately employ the “final option” 
and even allowed negotiations to 
push through, the РМР 
spokesperson said. 

“Palaban na sila (They were 
geared for a fight),” he said. 
"They had killed people and they 
know that there was nothing 
тоге for them to do except fight 
itout with the PNP” 

Lomibao said he was confident. 
that the police would eventually 
bevindicated. 

"This notwithstanding, our re- 
spect for the CHR and its findings 
are not diminished. We welcome 
this аз а chance for the CHR to 
prove its case and establish prob- 
able cause before the Department. 
of Justice," he said. 


Chavit says Erap 
failed as witness 


By Norman Bordadora 


with inmates and guards, indicat- 
ей only Limbong and six others 
had been involved in the planned. 
escape. The two other Abu Sayyaf 
leaders — Andang, who had lost a 
leg in a gun battle with soldiers, 
and Sabtulah — were not in- 
volved, Soriano said. 

The commission acknowl- 
edged that the police action 
against Limbong and his group 
was justified because they re- 
fused to surrender. 

It said, however, that officers 
fired indiscriminately at the jail 
cells, killing at least three inmates 
inone. 

Pagdilao defended the assault, 
saying the police used “reason- 
able force to defuse the tension.” 

“The Abu Sayyaf inmates there 
were highly dangerous criminals 
involved in terrorist attacks, and 


Оп allegations that he sucked up 
to Estrada when the latter became 
President, Singson said: “I wouldnt. 
do that. I was already govemor 
‘when he was still justa mayor" 

Singson said the statements of 
Sen. Panfilo Lacson, Estrada's na- 
tional police chief and most trust- 
ed lieutenant, that the ousted 
leader knew that millions of pesos £ 
in jueteng money were flowing in- 
to his Muslim Youth Foundation 
was damaging to his credibility. 

"How can [Estrada] say that he. 
doesn't know anything about 
jueteng..It was not really a foun- 
dation [for Muslim youth]. Mus- 
lim-musliman lang yon [К was 
just a cover] Singson told а 
press conference. 

Singson also said that Lacson, 
the then Philippine National Po- 
lice chief, allegedly wanted to 
corner the illegal gambling pay- 
offs for the PNP because he want- 
ed torun for President. 


FROM THE WAY HE-IS GOING 
about defending himself, deposed 
President Joseph Estrada is bound 
to be convicted, according to Estra- 
da's estranged buddy, Посоѕ Sur 
Gov. Luis ‘Chavi? Singson, who 
judged the jailed expresidents 
much-awaited testimony in his 
plunder trial a miserable failure. 

“His testimony is all denial,” 
said Singson, noting that Estrada 
failed to take the legal upper 
hand when he took the witness 
stand last Wednesday. 

"We have a paper trai" said 
Singson, the governments star 
"witness in the Estrada trial. 

He noted that his testimony that 
P130 billion in tobacco excise taxes 
went as kickbacks to Estrada was 
эщ by documents covering 
the transfer of the funds from the 
Land Bank of the Philippines branch 
in Vigan го the Shaw Bivd. branch. 

Singson had testified that the the 
funds. had. been withdrawn from 
the Landbank Shaw branch and al- 
legedly given.so Estrada in 2000. 

In his defense on Wednesday, 
Estrada said he could not have 
stolen the money intended for to- 
bacco farmers. 


All out vs jueteng 

“Lacson wanted five percent of 
the nationwide collection for jueteng 
and wanted to be the one to dis- 
tribute to the provincial comman- 
ders. According to him, the provin- 
dal commanders were becoming 
too beholden to the (jueteng) main- 
tainers,” Singson said. 

Lacson yesterday dismissed 
Singson’s allegations as "base- 
less." He said that Singson's claim 
that he wanted a five percent 
share of jueteng collections did 
not make sense as he had "consis- 
tendy" rejected jueteng bribe 
money from the time he was a 
provincial police director. 

He said he also sacked police 
commanders who refused to obey 
his order to crack down on jueteng. 

“Even high-ranking PNP offi- 
cers who were very close to me at 
the time [but] who failed to go 
all-out against jueteng operations 
were punished,” he said. 

Lacson also said that the thought 
of running for public office “never 
occurred" to him "at that time.” 

With reports from Philip C. 
Tubeza and Nelson Е Flores 


Prosecution aw: 

Singson said Estrada was lying and 
that the truth was bound to come out 
when the prosecution ges to question 
him on cos+examination. 

Aside from the paper trail on 
the excise tax kickbacks, Singson 
said Estrada's strictness about 
keeping records of the alleged 
jueteng pay-offs to him proved to 
be his undoing as an accountant’s 
ledger became one of the prose- 
cutions key pieces of evidence. 

“He wanted everything to be 
taken down, that's why we have а 
ledger. He didn't know it would be 
used against him,” Singson said. 

As to Estrada's claim that they 
were never bosom friends, Singson 
said: "How come he stood as princi 
pal sponsor at my sonis wedding? 
How come Iam godfather to his son 
by Laami [Enriquez]?" 
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Gospel: Mark 12:28-34 

A teacher of the Law had been listening to this discussion and ad- 
mired how Jesus answered them, So he came up and asked him, 
"Which commandment is the first of all?” 

Jesus answered, “The first is: Hear, Israel! The Lord, our God, is One 
Lord; and you shail love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with 
ай your soul, with all your mind and with ай your strength. And after 
this comes another one: You shall love your neighbor as yourself, 
There is no commandment greater than these two." 

Тһе teacher of the Law said to him, "Well spoken, Master; you are 
right when you say that he is one and there is no other. To love him 
with all our hear, with all our understanding apd with all our 
strength, and to love our neighbor as ourselves is more important than 
any burnt offering or sacrifice.” 

Jesus approved this answer and said, “You are not far from the king- 
dom of God." But after that, no one dared to ask him any more ques- 
tions. 

Commentary 

God is forever pleading with us to come back, come home from our des 
fections to other countries, powers and people. God is all mercy waiting 
оп us and He wants to love us freely! We are promised freshness, bless: 
ings, fruit, understanding, if only we'd walk with God... but we stumble 
and tread other paths. 

Jesus is blunt with one of the Scribes. You know the law: LOVE God 
with everything—heart, soul, mind and strength (meaning resources) | 
and love your neighbor the same way. The Scribe praises Jesus but Jesus 
tells him that he is close tothe kingdom, but not there yet, The law opens 
the latch, but you must walk the way of Jesus, obeying the law in regard’ | 
to all, including enemy and foe. 
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921-7429; Email: cci@claret.org; Websites hutpi//wirwibible 
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GMA vows to spend more on education 


By Christine О, Avendaño 
3 
SAYING THAT HER GOVERNMENT COULD 
afford to spend money for education, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday 
vowed to produce not only more good readers 
among the country’s grade school children by 
the time her term ends in 2010 but also 
‘world-class Filipino workers. 

At the launch of the “Bright Minds Read” 
fund-raising program spearheaded by Me- 
Donalds Charities at Malacafiang, Ms Arroyo 
underscored the need for the government to 
spend more on basic education, 

“Indeed if we want to make sure that we 
continue with a good, world-class Filipino 
worker, well illed, we have to 
spend on basic education,” she said. 

‘Thanking McDonald Charities and its part- 
ners in promoting reading and literacy among 
schoolchildren through the Bright Minds 
Read program since 2002, the President dis- 
closed that she had ordered Budget Secretary 
Rolando Andaya to release P500 million for 
the purchase of textbooks and instructional 
materials for public schools this year. 


Judge opts 
out of Subic 
rape case 


THE JUDGE HANDLING THE SUBIC RAPE 
case on Thursday announced he was inhibit- 
ing himself from the case and confirmed the 
delay in the arraignment of four US Marines 
set for today. е 

 Jüdge Renato Dilag said he decided to be out 
of the case after the private lawyers of the 22- 
year-old complainant, a Filipina from Zam- 
boanga City, filed a motion for his inhibition. 

The motion alleged that the judge's son, 
lawyer Raymond Anthony Dilag, was an assc 
ciate of the Rodrigo Berenguer & Guno law of- 
fices, which is defending one of the four ac- 
‘cused, Staff Sgt. Chad Brian Carpentier. 

Dilag said his son resigned from the firm in 
‘August 2004. 

laining his decision that came less than 
20 minutes after the motion was filed at 4 p.m., 
he judge said: "I would like to dispel any doubt 
regarding my future action on this case." 
‘want the cold neutrality of the court to 
rule,” he said. 

His inhibition from the case, he said, would 
require Executive Judge Avelino Lazo to re- 
raffle the case to the two other remaining 
judges in Olongapo Cit 

‘The woman's lawyers filed the motion after 
Dilag on Wednesday junked the omnibus mo- 
tion asking him to declare as unconstitutional 
the Visiting Forces Agreement, defer the ar- 
raignment until the issues of custody and ju- 
risdiction were settled, and issue a new arrest 
warrant against Smith and Lance Corporals 
Daniel Smith, Keith Silkwood and Dominic 
Duplantis, the accused in the case. 

The 22-year-old woman has accused the 
four Marines of raping her last November, just 
after joint US-Philippine military exercises in 
the nearby former US naval base of Subic. 

Dilag stressed that he was not being intimi 
dated into pulling out, saying “I did not feel 
апу pressure coming from anybody.” 

"The Marines have insisted only one of them 
had sex with the woman.and that the act was 
consensual, 

‘The men are in the custody of the US Em- 
‘assy. It has refused to hand them over to local 
authorities, citing a provision in a Visiting 
Forces Agreement that allows them to keep sol- 
diers in their custody during legal proceedings. 

The alleged rape has triggered ant-Ameri- 
can street protests in the country and leftist 
groups have been using it as an issue to attack 
the government's ties with its principal securi- 
tyally. Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk, with a report from AFP 
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On topof this, she said the government 
aims to close the classroom gap by 2010 
by building 6,000 grade school class- 

y year, adopting double-shift 
classes, distributing high school vouchers. 
to provide assistance to private high 


school students, providing scholarships 
to poor college and vocational students 
and providing every high school with 
computers. 

She claimed the government has 
built more than 14,000 classrooms 


since her new term began in June 2004. 
“We are enabled by a strong peso, by 
strong investments, induding Mcdon- 
ald, by mild inflation, by a budget deficit 
way below ceiling,” Ms Arroyo said. 
She marvelled at the way the reading 


program was now being implemented 
in up to 37,200 public schools nation- 
wide, compared to the 14 schools the 
project covered when it started in 2002 
after a study showed that four out of 10 
first-graders could not read, 
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Lafayette to resume mining; inquiry still on 


From page Al 
Shares ofthe mining firm, which 
traded as high as 26 cents in the. 
last 12 months, were up 13.6 per- 
cent at 12.5 cents, dowr slightly 
from an earlier peak of 13 cents. 
The Philippine government sus- 
pended operations at the mine in 
January and fined the company al- 
‘most P11 million after two cyanide 
spills that angered villagers and 
killed fish. (See related story in 
‘Across the Nation, Page А18.) 
‘Lafayette said it had undertak- 
en technical remedial work at the 
mine imposed by the government 
before being allowed to restart. 
“Commissioning activities will be 
progressed, culminating in base metal 
production anticipated in mid-April,” 


Lafayette said in a statement to the 
‘Australian Stock Exchange. 

To avoid more pollution, 
Lafayette raised the mining 
plant’s dam wall and widened its 
base and expanded the waste tail- 
ings receiving pond. 


Gov't commitment 

Dolo said that Bastes received 
а commitment on this from Envi- 
ronment Secretary Angelo Т. 
Reyes during President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyos two-hour 
closed-door meeting with anti- 
mining bishops at the Traders Ho- 
tel in Manila on March 10. 

“He (Reyes) assured Bishop 
Bastes. What will be the point of 
the investigation if Lafayette is al- 


Frompage Al 

Remulla, former lead chair of the probe, who 
had said that the BSP findings "strongly indi- 
cate a conspiracy to cover up" the alleged 
election fraud. x 

“What conspiracy?" Garcillano said. “What 
does the passport have to do with cheating? 
Even if I traveled outside the country, which I 
don't accept, can it prove cheating? I said it 
once and say it again: I don't accept doing апу 
actions to help [President Macapagal-Arroyo) 
cheat.” 

Garcillano assailed the opposition for sup- 
posedly forgetting that the purpose of the 
House inquiry was “to find out if there was 
cheating" based on wiretapped conversations 
between him and Ms Arroyo. 

“Му passport was in the committees pos- 
session for more than three months now. Sud- 
denly they will say it is fake]," he said. 

“How could I have 
tampered [with] 
that? 1 have nothing 
to do with it because Î 
did not issue the pass- 
port to myself. I don't 
even know how a 
passport is made," he 
added. 

Garcillano said he 
did not want to im- 
pute malice on the 
part of DRA officials. 

"They have been 
doing their job quite 
well. Tm not charging 
the DFA with any- 
thing. But 1 dont 
know how it came 
about. If its fake, 
which 1 don’t accept, 
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ready allowed to resume opera- 
tions?” said Dolo. 

Reyes has been quoted in earlier 
reports as saying that he and the 
Sorsogon bishop had an “agree- 
ment" to wait for the results of the 
investigation before deciding on 
"whether to lift the suspension order 
against Lafayette. He said Bastes 
had asked for a month to complete 
the inquiry which would also look 
into the legality ofthe project. 

‘The team has completed con- 
sultations with communities in 
Legazpi City, Sorsogon and Ra- 
pu-Rapu, Dolo said. 


charge. 


Still many hurdles 
Environment Undersecretary 
Demetrio Ignacio yesterday said 


why would they blame it on me? I myself am 
surprised," he said. 

‘Quoting the BSP findings, the chairs of the. 
five House committees that looked into the 
"Hello Garci" scandal said Wednesday that 
Garcillano's passport No. 7243816 ^[did] not 
conform to standard" on six counts, but that 
his previous passport (No. BB602533) did. 


In the country 

Both passports had no entry, indicating that 
Garcillano did not leave the country during 
their validity, contrary to a Singapore govern- 
ment report that he stopped in the city-state 
in July en route toa third country. 

Garcillano questioned the way the examina- 
tion was conducted by four officials of the BSP 
Bank Notes and Securities Printing Department. 

"Tm not sure whether a representative of the 
joint inquiry was present when the examination 
‘was made. Definitely I did not send my counsel 
to at least witness the examination,” he said. 

Garcillano maintained that he did not leave 
the country at the height of the wiretapping 
scandal that nearly toppled the Arroyo ad- 
ministration last year. 

He claimed not to have left the county 
since January 1994, when he arrived from the 
United States. 

“I have always been here in the country 
with my wife,” he said, pointing out that he was 
actually in Central Luzon on July 14, 2005, the 
day he supposedly flew to Singapore. 


Palace: No hand in it 

Garcillano reiterated his earlier contention 
that he had been reluctant at first to face the 
House inquiry out of fear for his life. 

“1 have doubts about the intentions of the 
administration ... and the opposition, too,” he 
said. 


there were still “many hurdles” to 
the resumption of the gold pro- 
cessing operation. 

The Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources has 
cancelled the wastewater dis- 

permit 
Lafayette, which means the firm 
could not use its tailings pond un- 
til its permit is restored, 

Lafayette submitted its com- 
prehensive pollution control pro- 
gram Wednesday, detailing its 
Compliance with the govem- 
ment's requirements. 

During the 1970s and 1980s, 
the Philippines was one of the 
world's biggest mining centers, 
but two decades of neglect, envi- 
ronmental mishaps and clashes 
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Garci: Why blame fake passport on me? 


Malacafiang had no hand in the manufac- 
ture of Garcillano's fake passport, according. 
to Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita. 

“First of all, the Office of the President has 
nothing to do with it," Ermita told reporters. 

He also pointed out that Garcillano had re- 
signed from the Commission on Elections, “so 
I don’t think there is a way we can make any 
kind of statement of circumstances about [the 
man)" 

Michael Defensor, the President's chief of 
staff, asked that Malacafiang not be dragged 
into the issue: "Sana huwag na nating idamay 
ang Palasyo dito sa pekeng passport ni Garcil- 
Jano dahil wala tayong kinalaman dito (Let us 
not drag the Palace in the fake Garcillano 
passport issue because we do not have any- 
thing to do with it." 

“1 think Mr. Garcillano must explain his 
side of the matter, and let us not make any 
judgments if we do not have any evidence," 
Defensor also said. 

Asked if there was a need to let the РЕА and. 
the BSP explain what really happened, Defen- 
sor answered in the negative. 

He said the Palace could only support 
the bid of the House joint inquiry to inves- 
tigate the matter and to determine 
whether it should charge Garcillano with 
perjury. 

“1 think Mr. Garcillano can defend himself,” 
Defensor said. 


Falsification 

Opposition Sen. Panfilo Lacson said his 
lawyers would charge Garcillano with falsifi- 
cation of public documents in an effort to 
make him identify the people who “fixed” his 
passport. 

Lacson said he had received information 
that four fixers had produced the passport to 
make it appear that Garcillano did not leave 
the Philippines atthe height of the "Hello Gar- 
ci" controversy. 

He said he would ask the Senate to sum- 
mon Garcillano, adding that his office was 
also trying to reach the fixers to find out if 
any of them wanted to disclose informa- 
tion. 

“My lawyers are now getting together to 
collate all documents and prepare the crimi- 
nal complaint against Garcillano. Any taxpay- 
er in this country can file a complaint against 
him,” Lacson said, adding: 

“It is an open-and-shut case against Garcil- 
Jano [for] falsification of public documents. I 
want this case filed so that he would identify 
his contacts in the BSP I want him to point 
themout.” 

Lacson said the case could be filed today in 
the court in Pasay City, where the BSP is locat- 
ed. 

He said Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, chair of the 
Senate committee on national defense and se- 
curity that is looking into the “Hello Garci” 
tapes, also wanted to summon the BSP per- 
sonnel who examined the passport before 
calling in Garcillano. 

“The House has already closed its investi- 
gation, but in the Senate, we can issue an invi- 
tation and then subsequently a subpoena to 
Garcillano," Lacson said. 

"And if he appears and does not tell the 
truth, our rules say that we can compel him to 
tell the truth under pain of being cited for 
contempt." 


Latest info 

Lacson said the latest information he got 
was that Garcillano had returned to his farm 
in Bukidnon. 

“He was here [in Manila] a day or two last 
week. Our information is that he went to 
Malacañang for a meeting with you-know- 


over land rights have stunted its 


Ist developed after 4 decades 
The Rapu-Rapu mine was the 
first to be developed by foreign- 
ersin nearly four decades. 
Lafayette late last year said the 
discharges of cyanide, used to seg- 
regate gold from ore, into local wa- 
ter systems had only "minimal en- 


The most recent spill, last Nov. 
1, was caused by heavy rains at 
the mine site and followed ап 
earlier larger spill last Oct. 11. 
Before the suspension, the 
mine was forecast to yield pre- 
dominately copper and zinc, 
though it will. also account for 


50,000 ounces of gold and half a 
million ounces of silver each year 
as а by-product from the base 
metals ore. 

South Korez's LG Co. Interna- 
tional Ltd. and its government's 
resources investment arm, Kores, 
together hold 26 percent of 
Lafayette's Philippine subsidiary. 

At full production rates, the 
mine has been forecast to yield 
enough — concentrate—ground 
‘ore—each year to enable partner 
LG International to glean 10,000 
tons of copper and 14,000 tons of 
zinc from the material through 
the smelting process. With re- 
ports from Blanche 5. Rivera 
and Cyril L. Bonabente, PDI Re- 
search, Reuters 


who last week He only stayed for a short time 
here. He went [to Malacañang] with [lawyer] 
Roque Bello,” the senator said. 

Lacson warned that Garcillano might again 
gointo hiding. 

"Ttseems that is going to be the pattern. But 
it is going to be obvious for Malacafiang if 
Garcillano again goes abroad this time. 
They're saying that this is a closed book, [but] 
ме don’t agree. Information and evidence 
keep coming out, so that the ‘Hello багс? [in- 
vestigation] will continue," he said. 

Lacson said he had a source "embedded in 
Garcillanos camp," and it was this person 
‘who informed him that Senior Supt. Asher 
Dolina, head of the Criminal Investigation 
and Detection Group in Metro Manila, was 
supposedly involved in the manufacture of 
the passport, 


Commends BSP deputy gov 

Lacson said that while he had verified that 
the fixers had а contact in the Bureau of Im- 
migration, he still wanted to smoke out their 
contacts in the BSE 

He said BSP Deputy Governor Armando 
Suratos should be commended for immedi- 
ately submitting the BSP findings to the 
House inquiry. 

“We [looked at] the examination [report] 
and transmittal and both were dated March 
20, 2006. This means Deputy Governor 
Suratos did not delay in transmitting the find- 
ings to Congress,” Lacson said, adding: 

"If this had been delayed by one more day, 
Malacafiang would have gotten wind of the 
information that there was such a certifica- 
tion. He might have had a problem and could 
have been pressured. 

“From what we gathered, Deputy Governor 
Suratos isa straight guy" 


Genuine articles 

Acting Foreign Secretary Franklin Ebdalin 
stressed yesterday that the DFA issued "gen- 
uine passports,” including the one it issued to 
Garcillano four years ago. 

“Аз to what happens after [a passport is is- 
sued], we don't know. We haven't seen [Gar- 
cillanos] passport,” Ebdalin said at a press 
conference originally intended to discuss the 
Asean Eminent Persons Group. 

He added: “We issued one legitimate pass- 
port to Mr. Garcillano in 2002 and it is still a 
valid passport.” 

After the press conference, DFA spokesper- 
son Gilberto Asuque said there were now two 
passports with No. JJ243816, with the BSP 
finding that the passport Garcillano submit- 
ted to the joint House inquiry was fake. 

Asuque said Garcillano's passport would 
only be cancelled if it was surrendered to the 
DFA regional office in Cagayan de Oro. 


Garciliable 

“To cancel it, we have to break the seal. The 
passport we issued him remains valid until 
February 2007,” Asuque said. 

He said that under the Philippine Passport 
Law, passports could be cancelled if the per- 
son were convicted of a crime, a fugitive, and 
had falsified his or her passport. 

‘Asuque said that with the BSP finding, Gar- 
cillano was now liable “for falsifying, counter- 
feiting a раѕѕрот 

Those who produced the fake passport and. 
gave it to him were also liable, Asuque said, 
adding that violators faced a P60,000- 
150,000 fine and imprisonment of six years 
atleast or 15 years at most, 

But Garcillano said: “How can they charge 
me with falsification? Did 1 falsify anything in 
the passport?” With reports from Christine 
О. Avendafio and Nikko Dizon 


Online ‘hacktivists’ launch ... 


From page Al 

Protesting alleged human rights abuses, 
protesters calling themselves "Electronic Brigade" 
opened a website that directs visitors to the main 
national police site, 

"ou are about to take part in an online di- 
rect action protest. Please confirm that you 
are willingly taking part in this action byclick- 
ing OK or exit without taking part by clicking 
Cancel,” the message said. 

"The activists, who are not identified, said their 
brand of “hacktivism” was legal because it in- 
volved visiting a website only. 

Police did not comment immediately, and it 
wasn't clear how many hits their website 
recorded. 

‘The activists’ website opens with a cartoon 
of the “Electronic Brigade” members dressed 


as super heroes, wearing masks and caps. 

А blurb accuses police of rampant human 
rights violations, including allegedly tortur- 
ing 11 teenagers it said were wrongfully ac- 
cused of being communist guerrillas. (See 
story in Across the Nation, Page А19.) 

The 11 young people were arrested last 
month while on their way to the northern 
tourist town of Sagada, Mt. Province, Their 
lawyer, Pablito Sanidad, on Thursday asked a 
court in Benguet to free them from the 
provincial jail, saying they were arrested 
without warrants or probable cause. 

Senior Supt. Villamor Bumanlag, the police 
chief of Benguet, earlier said the 11 youths 
were identified by government militiamen as 
communist guerrillas and denied they were 
tortured. АР 
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This customs guard 
is a multi-millionaire 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
charged before the Office of the Om- 
budsman yesterday a security guard 
from the Bureau of Customs for fail- 
ing the lifestyle check, saying he has 
accumulated millions of pesos in as- 
sets despite his measly salary. 

‘The Revenue Integrity Protec- 
tion Services (RIPS), the unit of 
the DOF tasked with conducting 
lifestyle checks, said Raul “Along” 
Enriquez owns several pieces of 
real estate, including a two-story 
house in Pasig City. 

Enriquez’s salary as a security 
guard at the Майа Customs is only 
at P100,500 a year, or a P8,375 a 
month, 

RIPS said its investigation team 


Ex-solon’s 
father dies 


RICARDO PAULINO 
Cabochan of San 
Miguel, Bulacan, 
died on Wednesday. 
He is the father of 
former Bulacan Con- 
gressman Jose “Вой” 
Cabochan. His re- 
mains lie in state at 
the Mt Carmel 
Church, New Manila, 
Quezon City. Crema- 
tion will be held after 
the 2:30 p.m. Mass at 
Mount _ Carmel 
Church on Sunday. 


found out that Enriquez owns, 
aside from the house, a 216- 
square-meter parcel of land, anoth- 
er 379-square-meter land in May- 
bunga, Pasig City, and a residential 
house and lot in San Nichols, Pasig 
City. Не also owns a 2005 model 
Ford Escape and a 2000 model 
Toyota Corolla. RIPS alleged. 

‘The house, which RIPS said En- 
riquez bought in cash, was estimat- 
ed to have a market value of P1.4 
million. The 2005 model of Ford 
Escape costs around P1.4 million, 
while the 216-square-meter land is 
estimated to beat least P2 million. 

RIPS failed to have an estimate 
of the cost of the 379-square-me- 
ter property and the residential 
house and lot, but said their costs 
run in the multimillion pesos. 
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13 megapixel and VGA 
~ 262,144 color display 


Nokia 6270 

- 2 megapixel camera with 
dedicated camera key 

- 22" QVGA and 262,144 
color display 

- Stereo speakers with 3D} 
sound effects 


= Speaking alarm and clock 
- Polyphonic ringtones and 

MP3-grade sound tones 
- 65,536 color display 


P485.33/mo. 
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lation of three Articles of War—mutiny, fail- 
ure to suppress a mutiny and conduct prejudi- 
cial to good order and military discipline. 

lim has denied the accusations. He has 
been relieved of his command of the elite First 
Scout Ranger Regiment and has been restrict- 
ей to quarters since Feb. 24. This was after he 
and Marine Col. Ariel Querubin reportedly 
disclosed to Senga their plan to join anti-Ar- 
тоуо rallies on Edsa and announce a with- 
drawal of support from the President. 

That same day, Ms Arroyo, who has been 
hounded by allegations she stole the 2004 
presidential election, declared a state nation- 
alofemergency. 

‘The 58-year-old President lifted her emer- 
gency decree a week later, saying she had 
quelled an attempt to unseat her by an alliance 
of communist guerrillas, rogue soldiers, oppo- 
sition politicians and businessmen. 

Lim, 50, a graduate of the US Military Acade- 
ту at West Point, has been linked to previous 
‘coup attempts. In December 1989, Lim, then a 
captain, led rebel soldiers in taking over the 
‘Makati financial district in the bloodiest coup 
attempt against ex President Corazon Aquino. 

Stil, Lim's stock steadily grew. He received 
his star rank in April 2005, becoming one of 
the youngest officers to become a general. 


Other officers probed 

A number of Scout Ranger officers have ei- 
ther been detained or restricted to quarters 
while investigations are continuing on the coup 
attempt. They include Col. Nestor Flordeliza, 
Maj. Jason Aquino and Capt. Ruben Guinolbay. 

Guinolbay was awarded the Gold Cross, 
the military's third highest combat award, for 
his exploits in the siege of Basilan against Abu 
Sayyaf insurgents in June 2001. 
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- ~, 20 officers recommended 
ABENSON  forcourt-martial-Esperon 


Querubin has not been restricted to quar- 
ters or investigated for the Feb. 24 plot. 

He and other Marine officers are instead 
being investigated for the Feb. 26 standoff at 
their Fort Bonifacio headquarters. This was 
prompted by the sudden relief of Maj. Gen. 
Renato Miranda as Marine commandant. 

Bacarro said the rest of the 39 officers and 
37 enlisted personnel could face administra- 
tive or criminal charges at the Army level. Ad 
ministrative charges are tried before the Ef 
ciency and Separation Board (ESB). 


Other cases 

"The rest of the officers and soldiers will be 
handled by the Army. They will be charged, 
but I can’t say for now what the charges will 
be," Bacarro said. 

On Saturday, Esperon announced that he 
had submitted his recommendation to Senga 
that Lim and several other officers be charged 
їп а court-martial. Sources said 15 officers 
would be charged. 

But during the 109th anniversary of the 
Philippine Army on Monday, Esperon said he 
had withheld submitting his recommendation 
due to additional information. 

No deadline was set for Senga to act on the 
Army's recommendation. 

Senga has so far not acted on the guilty ver- 
dict handed down by a court-martial on for- 
mer chief comptroller, retired Maj. Gen. Car- 
los Garcia, in December last year." 

‘Also pending action is a report submitted in. 
January by a fact-finding board led by Navy 
chief Vice Adm. Mateo Mayuga on the “Hello 
Garci" election fraud scandal that implicated 
a number of top military officials. 

Execuive Secretary Eduardo Ermita said that 
Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz would submit 
the Mayuga report to President Arroyo today 


Palace says ad plan won't 


From page Al 
ing a Communication Group un- 
der the Office of the President. 
The group will “guide, integrate 
and supervise the public informa- 
tion activities, including advertise- 
ments, of ай departments, bu- 
reaus, offices and agencies in the 
executive branch of government, 
including government financial in- 
stitutions (СЕ) and government- 
owned and -controlled corpora- 
tions (GOCCS)," the order said. . , 
The Communication Group will 


be headed by Press Secretary Igna-- 


cio Bunye, with government media 
head Cerge Remonde and Philippine. 
Information Agency Director Gener- 
al Conrado Limcaoco as members. 
Bunye said Malacafiang only 
wanted to “consolidate government 
information efforts to improve the 
public each and penetration of key 
socioeconomic programs.” 
“Government advertising must 
be propelled by public interest and 
we should not mix it up with issues 
of press freedom. To impute sup- 
pression of press freedom relative 
to this effort is far out in the left 
field,” Bunye said ina statement. 


Big spenders 

He said the sole purpose of the 
order was to organize and ratio- 
nalize the public information pro- 
grams of various government 
agencies in the executive branch, 
"no more, no less.” 

Senate Minority Leader Aquili- 
no Pimentel Jr. said centralizing 
ad spending, especially of СРЕ 
and GOCCs, under the President 
could be used as a weapon to 
"choke" unfriendly media. 

GFis, such as the Social Securi- 
ty System and the Government 
Service and Insurance System, 
and GOCCs, like Pagcor and PC- 
SO, are among the biggest ad 
spenders їп the country. 

‘With national government agen- 
cies holding ad budgets running into 
hundreds of millions, the Palace has 
probably realized the power of m 
ey in influencing media, Conde sai 

“This is certainly premeditat- 
ed. It is trying its best to intimi- 
date press and this can be used аз 
a weapon," he said. 

Conde said he feared that some 
small but critical newspapers 
would tone down critical stories 
because of the new order “I 
wouldn't be surprised if many 
media outlets succumbed to pres- 
sure from Malacafiang." 


ES 


Ad boycott won't worlc 

But Jake Macasaet of the Philip- 
pine Press Institute (PPI) said апу 
attempt to threaten the media with 
ап ad boycott would not work. 

“To be fair, advertisers have the 
exclusive right to choose where 
to put their money. But this (EO 
511) is using advertising clout to 
rein in the media. But it will never 
work," said Macasaet, who is also 
the publisher of Malaya. 

He noted that the advertising 
budget of government agencies 
represented a minimal part of the 


ОРООСОЙ ad revenues of newspapers. 


‘choke’ media 


“For a big newspaper like the 
InquIRER, for example, the ad bud- 
get from the government is small 
Ie will not be enough to put any 
paper, whether a small one like 
mine, down on its knees. This will 
have minimal effect on media but 
a negative effect on them (the 
government),” Macasaet said. 

While he admitted that Malaya 
might lose money, "that will not 
change my mind about how rot- 

„ten this administration is. Ive 
been fair to them, but the damage 
sto government] is just too big." 


Backlash 

Vergel Santos of the Center for 
Media Freedom and Responsibili- 
ty said EO S11 could be used as 
leverage by government in an at- 
tempt to get a "better press.” 

“eis a way of controlling as much 
of the market as it can. In a way it 
will suffocate media," Santos said. 

But he said the order could be 
counterproductive 

"This may also be the undoing 
of government," he said. "There 
will be a backlash. For example, a 
campaign against advertising in 
government media. 1 would call 
for that. It it is a way we can 
counter that campaign." 

Santos explained that the gov- 
ernment should not even compete 
with private media in the fist place 
by setting up its own media outfits. 


Nothing sinister 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita said there was nothing sinis- 
ter about the consolidation of the 
governments advertising budgets 
under the Communication Group. 

"There is no such thing (con- 
trol of ad spending). Of course, 
we will give everyone the deci- 
sion where they will advertise,” 
Ermita told reporters. 

He insisted that EO 511 was 
not related to Presidential Procla- 
mation No. 1017, which vested 
Ms Arroyo with emergency pow- 
ers for a week ostensibly to crush 
a coup plot against her, 

“Irs just incidental," said Ermi- 
ta of the orders signing two 
weeks after РР 1017 was issued. 

"Tong Bunye is just the overall 
coordinator of mass media activi- 
ties so that what the left hand does, 
the right hand knows," he said. 


Tribune's lampoon issue 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez had said PP 1017 had a 
“sobering effect” on the media. 

During the national emergency, 
police raided The Daily Tribune 
and Abante, the military sent sol- 
diers to two private TV stations 
and the justice department filed 
charges against journalists, 

Ermita said EO 511 was not an 
offshoot of the recent anniversary 
edition of The Daily Tribune in 
which the face of Ms Arroyo was 
superimposed on the face of a 
woman in а bikini. 

He was surprised when he 
leamed that one of the advertisers in. 
the lampoon edition was the state- 
owned Land Bank ofthe Philippines. 
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Solons ask DOJ Restive Mt. Bulusan settles down 
to dismiss raps ^ ass шоа 


hours after it spewed ash that 
` 1 sent residents of communities 
By Armand N. Nocum Representatives Satur Ocampo, 4 j around it to panic. 
Teddy Casifio and Joel Virador of EE ы i HET According to the latest bul- 
THE LAWYERS OF SIX PARTY- Bayan Muna; and Rep. Liza Maza @ letin issued by the Philippine 
list representatives and another of Gabriela—that they be re- Institute of Volcanology and 
militant leader charged with re- leased from detention in the Seismology, the volcano regi 
bellion in an alleged plot to top- House of Representatives. He tered a total of seven high fre- 
ple President Macapagal-Arroyo said they should bring the matter quency volcanic earthquakes, 
demanded the dismissal of the up to Philippine National Police down from the 58 volcanic seis- 
case against them yesterday, say- Director General Arturo Lumibao mic events and four explosion- 
ing it was “fatally defective” and or even the Supreme Court. type volcanic earthquakes ear- 
backed by “voluminous, worth- Lead counsel Romeo Capulong lier recorded by its observatory 
less documents,” asked for the dismissal of the case station in Barangay Cabid-an 
‘State Prosecutor Emmanuel on grounds that the complaint filed here. 
Velasco, who presided over the Бу the PNP had not been properly However, Phivoles warned that 
preliminary investigation of the sworn and subscribed to, which he more explosions could still occur 
legislators implicated in the al- called a “very fatal mistake.” in view of the volcano's recent re- 
leged rightistletist plot to grab — In addition, he said, a reading activation. 
power which the government of the 482 pages of documentary Resident volcanologist Bella 
claims to have thwarted last Feb. evidence against the legislators Tubianosa said Phivolcs was con- 
24 forced the police to bare their showed they “all irrelevant and tinuously monitoring seismic ac- 
chief witness’ face during the in- inadmissible.” tivities as well as visual signs 
vestigation on pain of having his Another militant implicated in from the volcano while awaiting 
testimony thrown out. the case is Vicente Ladlad, a results of the analysis of the ash 
Velasco also rejectedia demand member of Bayan Muna who is at samples ent to Manila. Bobby 
by the six legisators—Represen- large but was represented at yes- Labalan with a report from Ni- 
tatives Rafael Mariano and terdays hearing by lawyer Jose 
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End to debate 


Le YEAR, PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 


called for a “great debate” on amending the Consti- 

tution to begin. She suggested that the transforma- 
tion of our system of government into a federal, unicam- 
eral and parliamentary system is the call of the times. 


GMA policy toward ‘jueteng’ lords: Join them 


ISNT IT IRONIC THAT WHILE FORMER cials, and so their net income would be much 


Since each of these is a major change in itself, a great de- 


bate is, indeed, timely and necessary. 


Since then, however, what the nation 
EDITORIAL has seen is a series of controlled situa- 
tions meant to give the appearance of a 
debate. The President's own Constitutional Consultative 
Commission got bogged down in recriminations within 
the ranks which the mass distribution of the Presidential 
Medal of Merit could not soothe or dispel. Each major 
_ proposal has yet to be adequately debated: for example, 
the question of federalism hinges on whether it would be 
better to embark on the transition to formal federalism 
(and at what speed, and according to what criteria), or 
whether the same objective of achieving devolution to 
the provinces would be accomplished by more aggres- 
sively implementing the Local Government Code. 

The debate on parliamentary government, too, re- 
mains haunted by suspicions that Ms Arroyo would use it 
to perpetuate herself in power or otherwise escape ac- 
countability for the various questions hounding both the 
legitimacy of her presidency and her governance. The 
current draft proposed by the House of Representatives 
also grants parliament the power to pick the date for the 
first election under a new charter—the kind of discretion 


that immediately inspires distrust. 


‘The argument on the pros and cons of a unicameral leg- 
islature has been reduced to two sides of an ugly coin: e 

ther a Senate painted as incapable of thinking of the na- 
tional interest by stubbornly resisting the House, or a 
House fanatically obsessed with destroying the Senate at 
all costs, when every reasonable interpretation of the 
Constitution clearly suggests that until and unless both 
Houses can agree to abolish one or the other, no abolition 


can take place. 


With the great debate bogged down as itis, a disturbing 


President Joseph Estrada is being tried for al- 
legedly receiving kickbacks from jueteng, the 
person who grabbed the presidency from him 
is restoring the illegal numbers game under 
another name? The Small Town Lottery being 
pushed by the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office and Malacafiang is the same dog with a 
different collar. 

It has the same mechanics as jueteng (the 
only difference is that while jueteng has the 
numbers 1 to 38 to choose from, STL has num- 
bers 1 to 40), the same cobradores to collect 
bets, and the same cabos to supervise the bet 
collectors. And the same jueteng lords to run 
the operation. 

And isn't it also ironic that ће anti-jueteng 
czar appointed by President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, Puerto Princesa Mayor Edward Hage- 
dom, is at the forefront of the push to propa- 
gate the illegal lottery? 

If you can't lick them, join them. This seems 
to be the motto of the administration now. 

‘The government has spent millions of pesos 
and buckets of saliva trying to give the impres- 
sion that it is fighting jueteng, which has been 
denounced as evil by the Catholic Church and 
decent members of society. After so much pre- 
tending and publicity, the administration has 
decided to join the jueteng bandwagon. The 
administration and jueteng lords are now bed- 
fellows, partners in crime. So that’s why GMA 
has been visiting and charming the bishops. 

While Malacafiang claims that the coup plot 
against it has been foiled, it successfully car- 
ried out a coup of its own. Two of the Presi 
dents running dogs, Interior Secretary Ronal- 
do Puno and Chief of Staff Michael Defensor, 
pulled the coup on Hagedorn. Puno and Defen- 
sor now run the STL, while Hagedorn, who 
made the preparations, has been left holding 
an empty bag. There is just so much money in 
STL that Palace factorums cant resist the 
temptation to dip their fingers in it. 

It is significant that after the PCSO an- 


А$1$ЕЕ!Т 


Neal H. Cruz 


mounced the launching of the STL, Mala- 
cafiang and the DILG, through Defensor and 
Puno, immediately suspended it, only to re- 
store it less than 24 hours later, with the two of 
them serving as the top jueteng lords. Not only 
that, they gave the STL at least a one-year trial 
тап, enough time to raise funds for the 2007 
elections and Charter change. 

“The fact that Hagedorn and the PCSO have 
been preparing for and testing the STL for the 
last six months secretly is proof that they know 
what they are doing is not right, and that they 
don't want Malacafiang to know for precisely 
the reason that the Palace coup was sprung: 
the Palace insiders want to be the new bosses 
ofthe now legal numbers game. 

So is it “happy days are here again” for the 
jueteng lords (by the way, that was the theme 
song of the administration when Diosdado 
Macapagal, the ever-loving Daddy of GMA, 
‘won the presidency)? 

Why would the jueteng lords not be happy? 
‘The PCSO is awarding franchises to private in- 
dividuals or groups who would operate the 
STL in each town or province. Each operator 
must have at least a P10-million capitalization 
and has to deposit another P5 million with the 
PCSO. Who has that kind of money for such a 
shady enterprise but the jueteng lords? Be- 
sides, they have the experience and the man- 
power to run the reincarnated jueteng. So the 
jueteng lords, who have been violating the law 
for many years and got rich for it, have been 
made legal as the new franchise holders. They 
no longer have to bribe policemen, military of- 
ficials and local and national government offi- 


bigger. 

Not only that, they can still run their old ille- 
gal jueteng, using STL as camouflage. Their co- 
bradores can pretend to collect bets for the le- 
gal STL but actually do it for the colorum oper- 
ation. Or the colorum can offer more and big- 
ger prices, or accept lower bets (minimum bet 
for STL is 50 centavos; bettors can bet as little 
as 25 centavos in jueteng), or have more draws 
per day. Also, the franchise holders can cheat 
the government by underdeclaring the gross 
income for the day (the PCSO, local govern- 
ment units, and the police get varying percent- 
ages of the daily income). Thus, the govern- 
ment would lose money. Or, as in jueteng 
draws, they can cheat the bettors by making 
only the smallest bets win. 

Iplead guilty to giving the idea of a lottery 
run by local government units to replace 
jueteng to give jobs to the displaced jueteng 
workers who number in the millions. Because 
without alternative jobs, they would continue 
to work for the old jueteng lords, or worse, 
start peddling drugs. But I was against giving 
out franchises to private individuals because 
that would only reward the jueteng.lords. 
They would corner the franchises, either by 
themselves or through dummies (the PCSO 
does not ban jueteng lords from getting fran- 
chises) and continue bribing policemen, mili- 
tary men, municipal employees and barangay 
officials. 

My idea was to let the local government 
units run the STL, with the police, municipal 
officials and employees, barangay officals and 
even congressmen getting a percentage of the 
income. That way, the government men will 
work hard to fight jueteng because the lower 
the income going to STL, the smaller their 
share. Thus, they will resist the bribes offered 
by jueteng lords. 

Moreover, I proposed that the draws should 
be held in public plazas with everybody watch- 
ing so that there would be no cheating. 


trend of thought has emerged, which suggests that the 
way out of the impasse is to abandon debate and resort to 
the use of political machinery. Unofficially, administration 
officials have floated the possibility of hamessing local 
governments from the barangay to the provincial level to 


Why restrict the overseas Filipino professional? 


“REGULATE THE EXODUS OF SKILLS AND dents learn Shakespeare and then affect a mid- 


push forward a kind of people's initiative to propose only 
abolition of the Senate. That's one amend- 
ment, which would result in а referendum, and if ap- 
proved, the now unicameral National Assembly would 
then far more easily further amend or even completely 
rewrite the Constitution, and then submit it once more to a 
referendum. In both cases, the administration coalition. 
thinks, after carefully considering its resources, it can win. 
Such a victory would be proclaimed as a victory for 
democracy. Done quickly enough, it would also be a victo- 
ту for unaccountability since neither the President nor ће 
House nor local government officials, would have to sub- 
mit to the people's judgment through elections. In the first 
place, elections could be postponed until tempers cool; 
and with term limits abolished, incumbents who support- 
ed the President could use their clout and means to remain 
in office. The President would be safe from impeachment 
(her House majority will not evaporate overnight) and she 
could gain a new lease on political life as prime minister. 
Such is the unease that this scheme, which remains un- 
official and thus deniable, of course, has caused, that the 
barangay assemblies scheduled for tomorrow, Sunday and 
April 8 have taken on a sinister character. Could such as- 
semblies, of which there are usually only two a year, signal 
the beginning of the administration drive to steamroll the 
Senate and the public into submission? And if so, what le- 


опе thing: 


gal weight would they have? 


"Тһе answer looks easy: Why, bring it to the Supreme 
Court. But so many important cases are still pending be- 
fore the Court that adding another urgent question beg- 
ging for early resolution would simply add to the backlog 


‘without clarifying anything. 


What can we expect in the coming weeks? Ask the local 
officials who have begun gathering signatures. Ask the ad- 
ministration officials supervising them in turn. And ask the 
President if this is what she means by holding a great de- 


bate, 
+ 


talents! Keep the best and the brightest at 
home!" screamed the banner of a full-page, 
paid ad that appeared in the Inquirer the oth- 
er day. 

‘That call was issued by a group calling itself 
the Fair Trade Alliance (FTA). It asks that we 
regulate the migration of Filipino professionals 
and highly skilled workers. 

1 share their concerns, but not their conclu- 
sion. You can only control people's dreams at 
your own peril. Fair trade means that traders 
must be free to compete in the open market, 
and workers should be just as free to seek the 
highest value for their labor, locally or abroad. 
What is sauce for the capitalist goose should be 
sauce for the proletarian gander, even those 
whose labors are mental and not menial. 

“Overseas employment, the nation's eco: 
nomic lifeline, is turning into its gravedigger" 
‘The figures indeed are staggering: 5 million 
overseas migrant workers and 3 million immi- 
grants, sending remittances to support one- 
fourth of the population. The FIA warns that 
the continued outflow of talent has begun to 
decimate [our] few but vital industries” and 
jeopardize basic services like health and educa- 
tion. The depletion of “mission-critical skills” 
has imperiled our hospitals, with a low nurse- 
to-patient ratio. And, most critical of all (and 
which may explain the full-page ad), our avia- 
tion industry has suffered from “foreign poach- 
ing” of trained pilots and aviation mechanics, 
and, in terms of investments in “experiential 
earning," the FTA estimates losses of P1 million 
for each pirated Filipino pilot and around 
P500,000 for each purloined mechanic. 

The portents are scary indeed, but the reme- 
dies are just as worrisome. The FTA proposes 
the “stricter regulation of the outflow of critical 
skills and talents in crucial and strategic indus- 
tries.” That is technocrat talk for "Catch them at 
Naia.” A National Service Act will restrict the 
migration of “mission-critical professionals,” 
and require them to render some sort of com- 
pulsory community service for a few years. 


à 


PASSION 
FOR REASON 


Raul C. Pangalangan Ne ) 


There is, to start with, a minor hitch known 
as the Bill of Rights, which ensures every Fil- 
ipino's “right to travel.” International human 
rights treaties speak of it as the “right to leave 
and to return,” and the Supreme Court held 
that since the Constitution merely said "to 
travel,” that excluded the “to return" part. Well 
anyway, that's what it took to bar Ferdinand 
Marcos from returning to the Philippines. By 
whatever interpretation, the right “to travel” 
still includes the right “to leave,” and that is the 
only part of the Bill of Rights that any aspiring 
Pinoy TNT cares about right now. 

At best, then, any return-service require- 
ment needs to be custom-tailored to the na- 
tionis needs. The period of compulsory service 
should be fixed and limited, and the covered 
professions must be confined solely to those 
truly in crisis. 

However, if the problem is the drying up of 
the supply of professionals, then by all means 
let us increase the supply. If there is a shortage 
of nurses, let us open more nursing schools and 
train more nurses. After all, there are 84 million 
Filipinos; ifeven just 5 percent of us are of train- 
able age and competence, that's already 4 mil- 
lion skilled brains. And if there is real demand 
‘overseas for their God-given talents, let them go 
where those talents are justly remunerated. 

Perhaps the real problem is our schools, and 
‘our attitude toward diplomas and degrees. Stu- 
dents learn fancy skills for non-existent jobs, 
‘and end up jobless or underemployed, They 
learn Shakespeare in the land of Pepe and Pilar. 
Either we match our schools’ supply with the 
job market's demand, or we accept it as perfect- 
ly legitimate—as indeed it is—that college stu- 


Westem American accent in a call center. 

1 think the real fear is that to increase the 
supply of skilled brain workers, we must settle 
for the lesser brained, and that the only way to 
maintain quality control is to limit access to the 
professions. 1 firmly believe that we can de- 
mocratize admissions without diluting aca- 
demic standards. Having been а teacher for 
more than 20 years, I have no illusions about 
Filipino students. But 1 have no illusions, ei- 
ther, about admissions tests: maybe Albert Ein- 
stein might have flunked the UPCAT or the 
NMAT—he after all said that “imagination is 
more important than knowledge." 

The FTA is correct that а return-service re- 
quirement should cover the societal invest- 
ment in their education, but to enforce it by 
law would only create a class of bright but frus- 
trated Filipinos chafing at their chains and hat- 
ing the world, a perfect recruiting pool for ter- 
rorists and coup plotters. 

But there is nothing to stop us from enforc- 
ing a return-service obligation, not by law, but 
by voluntary contract. For example, UP profes- 
sors who аге sent abroad on fellowships at UP's 
expense are tied down to a return-service re- 
quirement. By and large, professors have hor 
огей this obligation. There are some "Reneging 
Fellows,” as they are officially called, but trust 
that the university's lawyers diligently check 
on these deadbeat academics who have in ef- 
fect run away with taxpayers’ money. 

‘This system of voluntary contracts must ex- 
tend to UP's own graduates, Their education is 
heavily subsidized, but that subsidy is invisible. 
It leads to a sense of entitlement by the benefi- 
ciaries (indeed, a Darwinian sense of achieve- 
ment that they beat others to the subsidy), and 
а lack of appreciation for the taxpayers who 
shouldered the true cost of their education. 

Tt takes a village to raise а child, Then let the 
child know how much thanks he owes the vil 
lage. 


Comments to passionforreason gmail.com. 
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‘THE NATION HAS NOT HEARD THE LAST WORD 
from Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso 
Senga. Speaking to members of the Philippine 

= Constitution Association on Tuesday, Senga 
warned, "We have not seen the last of the attempts 
at power grab.” 

The warning was the most striking statement 
in his speech that also lanced the media, and the 
“deepening leftistrightist alliance” that “will not 
be uprooted in a single stroke." He singled out the 
media for blame, saying that the AFP's effort to 
counter coups “is further made difficult by the 
propensity of certain sectors of media to romanti- 
cize erring officers and soldiers, portraying them 
as messianic figures that they are certainly not." 

Notable is that Senga, who is not yet a mes- 
sianic figure, glibly glossed over the incontrovert- 
ible fact that all the nearly one dozen coup at- 
tempts since 1986 were staged by his cohorts in 
the officer corps, and none by the Left or people- 
power driven movements. The media do not cre- 
ate military messiahs. Messianic figures have a 
fertile breeding ground in the military establish- 
ment that has developed the complex that sol- 
diers are the agents of “national salvation.” The 
media only discover messiahs. 

What is striking is that since the aborted Feb. 
24 coup, Senga has mounted not a coup but an of- 
fensive to set the national agenda and the themes 
of public debate. Between Feb. 24 and last Tues- 
day, he has delivered a series of speeches and 
public statements that tried to define the role of 
the Armed Forces as the guarantor of constitu- 
tional democracy and the protector of the state. 
In his new task of defining military intervention 
in the current political crisis of the Arroyo admin- 
istration, Senga has been assisted by a gaggle of 
generals and colonels, including one who said, 
presumably with the blessings of Senga, that “we 
are one of the strong pillars holding the nation... 
if we break, the nation will collapse.” 

In this new rhetorical front of military interven- 
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Чоп in politics, this time using words as their 
weapon of mass subjugation, the generals have not 
only seized the initiative for agenda-setting from 
the President, Congress and the non-official 
votaries of public opinion, the media. They have al- 
so redefined the rules of democratic political action, 
as the constitutional mode for political change. 

In this offensive, the soldiers have relegated 
the elected countervailing political institutions of 
democracy—chief among them, Congress—to 
the backseat. This intervention has set national 
policy on national security and reduced Congress 
to silence, making it a mere spectator of events fo- 
mented by the soldiers themselves. 

Whether members of Congress were intimidated 
ог not by the declaration of a national emergency, 
the fact is that congressmen and senators have 
supinely accepted the usurpation of their functions 
and have suddenly lost their ardor for investigations 
ог privilege speeches denouncing corruption, abuse 
of power or breaches of constitutional guarantees. 

‘The only noteworthy event in the Senate during 
the short-lived state of emergency was the acrimo- 
nious exchange between Senators Juan Ponce En- 
rile and Jamby Madrigal, in which Enrile came out 
‘with the dubious distinction of bullying a woman. 
‘The intramurals took place while the military and 
police were riding roughshod over the constitu- 
tional guarantees of freedom of assembly and 
speech in the enforcement of Presidential Ртосіа- 
mation 1017 and General Order No. 5. 

The speeches and statements of Senga and oth- 
ет officers underlined the duplicity of the generals. 


‘Tm sorry Mother Ea 


A "MEA CULPA’ COUNTDOWN IS HOW THE 
Earth Day Network Philippines has billed the 
‘month-long run-up to the celebration of Earth 
Day on April 22. “Do you know what mea culpa 
means?" asked the Network's Odette Alcantara in 
her keynote talk at the Cóuntdown's launching 
last Wednesday “It means Tm sorry’ Because 
when we look at the state of the environment to- 
дау, we must realize that we are all at fault.” 

"The Countdown was launched with a cultural 
presentation called "Panaghoy at Panata kay 
Inang Kalikasan (Lamentation and Vow to Moth- 
ег Nature)” at the Amphitheater of the Bantayog 
ng mga Bayani. Part of the “lamentation” was а 
tribute to the women, many of them members of 
Abanse! Pinay holding a meeting to plan, among 
other things, their activities for Women’s Month, 
of Barangay Guinsaugon and nearby barangays 
‘of St: Bernard, Southern Leyte. With their neigh- 
‘bors aiid families, all of them died when earth 
and rocks, loosened from the mountainside by 
days of continuous rain, slid and fell in a deadly 
Tandslide that buried their village. 

The lamentation was thus a tribute to the 
women’s unity and dedication to their 
cause— which was the welfare of their communi- 
ty and their rights as women. And they died as 
martyrs to another cause near to the hearts of 
women: the environment, 

Opinions are divided on what caused the land- 
slide. Was it the denuded mountainsides, planted 

; over with shallow-rooted coconut trees in place of 

* the virgin forest? Or was it simply the location of 
Barangay Guinsaugon at the foot of a mountain 

whose treacherous slope had already led authori- 

ties to identify the area as a geo-hazard spot? 
‘Whatever the cause, with their passing, our sis- 
ters in Guinsaugon have opened our eyes to our 

‘vulnerability to natural disasters and to the con- 

sequences of our indifference to the damage be- 


ing done to the environment. Mea culpa indeed! 


ODETTE, “Mother Earth herself” as we teased 
her, had a code word for all environmentalists: 
LAHAT, for "lupa, araw, hangin, ako at tubig 
(earth, sun, wind, me and water).” 

‘To cite a mantra of environmentalists: We are 
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ай connected. We are all linked. Nothing hap- 
pens on this earth that will not, somehow, affect 
ts and leave an imprint on us. And “lahat,” said 
Odette, means each of us, every ako, is respon- 
sible for everything in our environment, be- 
cause everything we do, after all, affects our 
soil, our water sources and the very air we 
breathe. 

Bebet Gozun, former environment secretary 

‘and chair of Earth Day Network Philippines, 
underscored Odette's message in her closing 
remarks, noting how every stage of human 
life, every minute of our day entails interacting 
with our environment. “So each time you 
throw something away, each time you wash 
your hands, each time you flush the toilet, 
think about your own personal contribution to 
solid waste management and to the contami- 
nation of our bodies of water.” 
AMONG THE FEATURED performers at the 
Countdown launch were Mascomthea, a commu- 
nity drama troupe of the Sagip Pasig Movement 
based in Sta. Ana trained by stage, film and TV 
performer Lou Veloso. They presented tableaus/ 
Commentaries on environmental issues, with 
background music provided by “musical” instru- 
ments from recycled containers, bottles and tam- 
bourines fashioned from scrap metal. 

‘Joining Mascomthea was Womenspace, a 
group of three women backed up by a band of al- 
ternative musicians, who through song, poetry 
and dance Jed the “lamentation” for the women 
of Guinsaugon as well as the more celebratory 
community dancing at ће close of the occasion. 

Earth Day will be observed on April 22 with a 
slew of activities, with Earth Day Network Philip- 


| Duplicity of generals 


in defining whether they were defending the con- 
stitutional precept of civilian supremacy over the 
military the chain of command, or were promot- 
ing the agenda of their colleagues of establishing a 
military dictatorship. The statements were am- 
biguous on where the loyalty or the allegiance of 
the military leadership lay—whether with their 
‘comrades in arms implicated in the coup or their 
commander in chief. The statements were menda- 
cious, full of double talk, leaving the public won- 
dering where the military leadership stood during 
the crisis and doubting whether the officers were 
promoting their own agenda of grabbing power. 
‘The statements were а masterpiece of prevarica- 
tion over the issue of military neutrality in political 
crises. They were hardly reassuring to the public 
and the civil society sector.  . 

On March 8, Senga issued à five-point "guid- 
ance" оп the role of the AFP "in these trying 
times." The guidance said, among others, “We are 
not to be regarded as a potent political force to be 
used by politicians in the furtherance of their 
vested interests.” It added that “as mandated, we 
must remain apolitical.” 

But Senga skirted the issue. The danger lies 
not in their being used by “vested interests.” It 
comes from the barracks. It comes from the in- 
creasing involvement of soldiers in plots to seize 
power without giving it back to the civilians. The 
last coup plot planned to install a “transition 
council a junta—to replace the government, if 
ithad been ousted. 

Despite the apparently innocuous wording of 
the guidance, Senga undermined the protesta- 
tion of neutrality with his speech last Tuesday 
waming of “further coup attempts” resulting 
from continuing “plots of the Left and the Right.” 
‘These plots provide the opportunities for further 
military interventions, in which it is uncertain 
where Senga will stand. 

Senga, in effect, is laying the ground for open- 
ended intervention. 
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pines leading the observance with а Mass and “en- 
‘vironmental liturgy” at Smokey Mountain, a геһа- 
bilitated open dump that was once a symbol of 
poverty in this country and now a center of envi- 
ronmental education and community activity. 
TWAS supposed to read the names of the women 
of Guinsaugon who perished in the landslide, 
but due to miscommunication, I wasn't able to 
bring the list with me. Here are some of the 
names of the members of the Guinsaugon Wom- 
en's Health Organization, all of them confirmed 
dead or listed as missing. I will write the rest of 
the names in tomorrow's column. Your prayers 
and remembrance will be highly appreciated. 

Elvira Esclavosa, Alma Arbio, Prescyl Mesa, 
Anaclita AureMary Gemintiza, Jocelyn Sajol, 
Joylita Bolasco, Amelia Mundano, Gloria Liba- 
ton, Jeralyn Pagulong, Fely Ichon, Arlyn Velas- 
co, Leonarda Elmosora, Myrna Gramatico, Jac- 
inta Libaton, Trinidad Coquilla, Alma Sibunga, 
Maureen Inso, Rosell Libaton, Narcisa Japson, 
Eva Кей 

Prima Punio, Creselda Bolanio, Basiledes 
Orbezo, Marissa Ybañez, Rosalita Omela, 
Cristina Arbiol, Jorgina Omela, Porferia Liba- 
ton, Evelyn, Bolasco, Simplecia Lisondra, 
Sherlita Pia, Visminda Bolasco, Anecita Cawal- 
ing, Aurora Pia, Lydia Peligro, Rayda Manatac, 
Zenaida Libaton, Jocelyn Pia, Rosita Coquilla, 
"Teofanes Casera, Absalon Libaton. 

Marivic Pelesco, Roberto Peligro, Marilou 
Laderas, Estrella Bulagsac, Marciana Credo, 
Rosalia Libaton, Rosario Siega, Saturnina Ba- 
cala, Victoria Omela, Anecita Coquilla, Arlyn 
Baylan, Teodora Siega, Ailyn Daohog, Marilou 
Laderas, Milagros Garcia, Ma. Teresa Marsada, 
Anabel Paler, Cecilia Naparuta, Mary Jane Li- 
baton, Vivian Patual. 

Laurencia Danduan, Melanie Coquilla, Julia 
Montibon, Virgie Mondano, Dolores Coquilla, 
Deolita Siega, Anita Denden, Myrna Libaton, 
Mary Ann Estafia, Joan Coquilla, Liza Baylan, 
Marilyn Coquilla, Jenefer Ocon, Loreta Nu- 
meron, Anecita Duhiling, Pila Maca, Saviena 
Estafia, Anita Tinio, Edonedia Esquerra, Elena 
‘Terante, Leonora Lego. 


Liberation from history 


HISTORY OFTEN SEEMS SO DISTANT, SO FAR 
away to be of use in our daily lives, This is why I 

» require my students to dig up and read the news- 
papers that came out on the day they were born. 
‘Without prodding, the students see parallels be- 
tween the past and the present and realize, sadly, 
that the world has not changed very much in the 
past two decades, 

If they are diligent, they can go back 200 or 

-2,000 years and still see similarities. It seems we 
have not learned anything from history at all, and 
that is a very depressing thought indeed. It is опе 
thing to know the past, but knowing what to do 
with itis something else. Our aim should be to be 
liberated from our history. 

For the past two weeks, I have been sorting out 
the books that have overgrown my bookshelves, 
files that have outgrown the boxes and filing cab- 
inets where they were planted years ago. I have 
so much material in storage that I do not have to 
go out and do research in a library or archive to 
write this column, but the thrill is in the chase. 
Once you have found what you are looking for, 
you search for something else. 

On day, I found a bundle of 3” x 5" index cards 

-that was standard issue for research in the last 
century. Today, we have laptops, palm tops, cell 
phones and other handy devices that make life 
much easier but do not replace the actual hands- 
оп research work. 

Thave dug up a whole pile of notes from the 1926 
Philippines Free Press and this made some very en- 
gaging reading. Old news were still current. 

There is an ongoing hunt for that school teacher. 

' who punished her students by forcing them to eat 
pencil shavings. This would not have been noticed, 
except that one of the children died. So much for 
corporal punishment, In 1926 Lazaro Yumul, а 
principal from Concepcion, Tarlac, conducted a 
survey where 265 of the 700 pupils who answered 
a questionnaire said they had been whipped. All 
“the 132 primary school students opposed corporal 
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punishment. When asked to explain why their an- 
Swer was simple and direct to the point: "It hurts!” 

Tn the intermediate grades, 89 said they had ex- 
perienced corporal punishment. But while 64 op- 
posed corporal. punishment, 23 accepted it as 
atonement for a wrong done, and 46 even said the 
pain would make them better! The 64 who opposed 
corporal punishment explained their position as fol 
lows: 30 said, "It hurts"; 18 said, “I didn't do any- 
thing to warrant the rod"; six respondents said the 
punishment made them angry; five disagreed with 
being whipped; and five cried injustice. 

‘One wonders how students today would an- 
swer the same questionnaire, but an interesting 
question Yumul asked was: "If you are stronger 
{and bigger], what will you do to a parent who 
whipped you?" A total of 80 students said they 
‘would run away from home; four said they would 
become naughtier to get even, three said they 
would refuse to do [household and school] work 
[and chores]; three said they would get angry; 
three would refuse to eat; and two would apolo- 
gize. It is significant to note that two respondents 
said they would apologize for their wrongdoing 
and 47 would actually be sorry for any wrong they 
had done. On the other hand, 58 said they would 
patiently endure the pain while 41 said they would 
try to please the parent who spanked them. 

Many Filipinos today are not in favor of corporal 
punishment anymore, and it seems we have relaxed 
оп many things as well, especially sex. However, 
there is a group of self-proclaimed guardians of 
morality who are now reacting and hounding the 


MTRCB for approving the films "Brokeback Moun- 
tain" and "Munich." I have not seen either film, so T 
will reserve comment for later, but this kind of 
thinking goes ай the way back to 1926 when there 
was a moral grusade against “kissing.” At the time, 
it was popular to wear an inverted question mark 
formed from a lock of hair on the forehead of wom- 
en called the “kiss-me lock." It was described as a 
modern-day mistletoe, and guardians of morality 
were against it. Generoso Ruiz wrote a letter to the 
Philippines Free Press wailing: 

*...[W]here have you seen in this God's coun- 
try of ours a typical Filipina over whom Rizal and 
Luna went into raptures, allowing herself to be 
kissed by her lover publicly, or even privately, by 
the light ofthe silver moon? 

*...[T]he Filipino girl's modesty and coyness 
forbids such extravagances. Possibly among for- 
ward Filipino girls, who have aped modern-im- 
ported customs. Those of the demimonde class, 
where the last vestige of Filipino maidenhood 
and purity has fallen and given way to the power 
of jazz and jazz-made customs, such kissing 
scenes may be found, perhaps. But these Filipino 
girls, mind you, are not the typical Filipino girls I 
referto. The rouged and bobhead-haired girls are 
an anachronism їп our Philippine life—a part of 
the deluge progress has brought to the Filipinos, 
something that reminds you of the Spanish say- 
ing, ‘no hay mal que por bien no venga.” 

[W]e may have woman suffrage in this 
country, which is another evil brought by 
progress, we may have bobbed-hair and jazz, but 
for heaven's sake, let us not parade before the 
public promiscuous scenes with kissing in them 
that are not true to life.” 

‘One can only guess what planet Mr. Ruiz came 
from. History, at least, shows us that we have pro- 
gressed in many ways. 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
neo.edu 
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ICANT REMEMBER THE TITLE OF THE FIRST PETA PLAY I 
зам, except that found it particularly exciting that it was in 
“Tagalog.” At that time, and maybe even to some extent to- 
day, Tagalog movies were seen as hoi-polloi and Tagalog 
plays, well, excusez-moi, my friends would say, but let's go 
maman to watch something else. There was, and is, certainly 
no lack of local productions of Broadway musicals and Amer- 
ican plays. 

Peta (Philippine 
Educational Theater 
Association) as a 
maverick, started by 
Cecile  Guidote-Al- 
varez in 1967. Swept 
up by the growing у. 
тайлаш of the Michael L. Tan ж 
times, Peta dared to 
think, and to act, in Filipino. Through the years, it has pro- 
duced more than 300 plays, mostly by Filipinos and in Fil- 
ipino. Literally hundreds of Filipino theater people—direc- 
tors (the most famous being Lino Brocka), performing 
artists, theater production staff—cut their teeth with Peta. 

Peta brought the magic of theater, without the artificial 
glitter of our movie industry, to Filipinos ofall ethnicities, of 
all classes. But as the “E” in its name implies, it also saw the- 
ater as educational. When you think about it, his isn't exact- 
lyadevelopment from the 1960s. Traditional theater all over 
the world has always been educational in its own way, a way 
of instilling a society's values. But in the context of our own 
colonial past, theater also often questioned the political and 
social status quo. Vaudeville during the American colonial 
period was entertainment for the masses but was also often 
fiercely nationalistic. 

Peta's plays would tackle burning political and social is- 
sues—they were quite bold even during the martial law 
era—but without becoming too preachy or propagandistic. 
"Their plays had a way of linking a very specific issue, for ex- 
ample, overseas work, with wider issues. Ultimately, the 
popularity of Peta plays came with the way they offered us 
glimpses into our psyche, into our souls, allowing us to 
Taugh, to weep, to rage, to stand proud. 

‘And yet, Peta never really had a home. 

Road warriors 

Until a year or two ago, if you wanted to catch a Peta 
play, you'd call friends and suggest, "Let's go to Fort Santi- 
ago.” Shortly after establishing Peta, Cecile was able to 
convince Teodoro Valencia to give them space in Fort San- 
tiago. Leandro Locsin came in to transform one part of the 
fort into an open-air theater named after Rajah Sulayman. 
There, for years, from December to April, Peta would 
launch its plays. 

Tm going to miss Rajah Sulayman's ambience, but 1 also 
sawits limitations. The theater season was limited to Decem- 
ber through April, to avoid the rains, as well as the extreme 
summer heat. But even then, there were times when plays 
had to be canceled because of unexpected rains. 

‘That was only part of the problem. Peta had to keep rent- 
ing office space, moving 12 times over the last 39 years. It got 

‘where I'd meet friends from Peta and my first. 
question would be, "Where's your office now?” 

‘There was a certain charm to all this, the idea of a band of 
free-spirited road warriors roaming the country, and later, 
the world, but there were limits to this nomadic existence. 
The last few years, Peta roped me in to help discuss gender 
and sexuality issues with their performers, and I never knew 
where Г end up. One time Margie Holmes and I sat on ће 
stage of a school auditorium, talking about vamps and vir- 
gins. That talk ended up with a rather risqué showcase pre- 
sentation done in the school's courtyard, competing with an 
evangelical gathering next door. 

Even nomads need a home, so Peta began its Theater 
Center project a few years back. I'm going to take a risk 
here by naming some names, knowing ТЇЇ inevitably miss 
ош on many of those who worked hard. From the Peta 
end, there was Jack Yabut, who coordinated the project, 
backed by board chair Ramon del Rosario Jr., Peta presi- 
dent Cecilia Garrucho and executive director Beng Caban- 
gon. 

‘The diversity of donors reflected the way Peta appeals. 
There were European church organizations as well as local 
corporations; individual donors were as mixed, from Jose 
Mari Chan and Sen, Francis Pangilinan to former Philippine 
expats Rosalia Sciortino and O'ong Maryono. 

Ideas 

Last Saturday, Peta finally inaugurated its new home, a 
four-story glass, concrete and metal building, designed by 
Locsin Associates, standing high and proud on a 1,000-sq m 
lot ona street appropriately called Sunnyside in Quezon City. 
Inside are administrative offices, a Resource Center which 1 
suspect will become а major documentation and archival 
center for Philippine theater, and lots of wide open spaces for 
brainstorming, rehearsals and for occasional side produc- 
tions. 

Filipinos are always ambivalent about concrete and glass 
buildings, We are attracted by the modernity, but we're also 
intimidated, You see that with malls: we love them, yet we 
have all kinds of urban legends about snakes in the dressing 
rooms, ghosts in the toilets. 

Peta's concrete and glass building isn't that way. A few 
weeks back, Peta called me in to help with a Rockefeller- 
funded project to train theater people from the Mekong area 
(Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, China) to integrate 
theater and reproductive health education. Again, I facilitat- 
eda session sitting on the floor, but this time in a huge room 
that was Peta’s own. As I spent the day with the Mekong the- 
ater people, I could feel the entire center pulsating with en- 
ergy and life. Something seemed to be going on all the time 
in some part of the building. If this place has resident ghosts, 
they'll probably be friendly, maybe theatrical, ones. Its a 
warm place, a bit like cocoons, or wombs, where you сап 
gestate ideas and ideals. 

Red Box 

When its time, those ideas and ideals bear fruit, the 
birthing taking place in the theater, which Peta people сай 
the Red Box. They've already used this for several plays, as 
well as a special presentation on the night of the inaugura- 
Чоп, 

I think of it as a huge little theater. t can take 400 people, 
which is quite a few people, but just about right for the inti- 
macy that we had in Fort Santiago, appropriate to the kind of 
audience engagement that Peta plays are famous for. 

Ie’ also a theater that allows for tradition and modernity. 
For the inauguration, Peta had a retrospective that used a 
video flashed through an LCD projector, as well as live per- 
formances of songs from different plays. Oh, but songs do 
trigger nostalgia, with particular styles we had to learn to as- 
sociate with particular composers like Louie Pascasio and Lut 
Labad (now based in Bohol, but who flew in for the inaugu- 
ration). I'm hoping Peta records these songs for future gener- 
ations of Filipinos. 

The center's going to be busy this summer, with the usual 
rounds of workshops for young people. (Call 721-8604, 725- 
6244 for their summer workshop offerings.) But this time, 
when the rains come, theyll actually open a new theater sen- 
son, PIL miss Fort Santiago, but I look forward to the new sea- 
sonas Peta finally comes home. 
^ ^ 


PiNOY 
Kasi 


ш лыо T. LUI Ce], ... FRIDAXHARCH 2 200 а 


Repression begets revolution E ie 8:. First woman Cabinet member 


¢ 3 ‘THIS REFERS TO THE NEWS STO- cion Arriola-Perez (my mother) 
THEARRESTOFOURCHAIRPER- handled our chairperson. Accord- thé Filipino people will not be п 1y "Tantastic role model trailblazer, was the first woman Cabinet sec- 
son, Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel, ing to our leaders, she was cowed. We can feel the anger ris- DOES gies ee OO. SANO ашу : 
оше б tonining hu. dragged pulled and shoved by po ing among us. Itis brewing, Hiso- GMA'S god which clted Bstefania Агат The error is grievous and ought 
rassment of progressive legislators licewomen in civilian clothes, It is ry has shown that repression as the first woman Cabinet mem- to be corrected in order to spare 
and individual by the Immoral unfortunate that this barbaric act begets revolt. The Filipino people THIS 15 IN REACTION TO THE ш? the two families from further em- 
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Macapagal-Arroyo. The arrest is on the very day marking Interna- —ROYCALFOFORO, that "Its God's plan Im here." (PDI 7 issue, the editorial titled “Ladies ERNESTO PEREZ, 
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er of God, why does she continue we were commemorating the 20h freedom of speech, press and as- 
uae to ignore the appeal ofthe bishops anniversary of Edsa I, that shining sembly are being violated to en- 
Front page for bad news, inside page for good news e esp te emm moment bow Uy When We sur Die politcal survival of the 


pursuit of the truth behind'the broke the chains of a dictator, an- tenant in Malacafiang, Except f 
ICOULDNOTHELPBUTNOTICE trical consumption, the incredse in the electric bills of Hello Garci tapes? other distor would emerge end Ferdinand Marcos, no other lead- И 
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Back to basics 


Ang Western Union Gold Card, mas convenient na, may rewards ра! д ie TWO OPTIONS: WE EITHER DO SOME- 


e Hindi А ТИ 8 ж thing, or we shut up and just go back to work. 
Hindi na kailangan mag-fill-up ng forms sa tuwing magpapadala M MD ecd d fev cnp ad 
+ May FREE P30 cellphone load pa sa bawat 2 padala A ES feasible steps. We should go out of our way, 

: : К and way beyond our comfort zones. We can or- 
Apply now, libre ‘to! Tawag na sa: х P ganize ourselves and set up interest groups. Or 


3 $ i INGE we can set up programs that address social 
888-1200 (Metro Manila) А Р : T lol: needs and not completely rely on the govern- 
+ 1-800-1-888-1200 (free calls outside Metro Manila) Mech ah ME ment. People in Pay- 


EES, iframes an anus | atas, for example, set 


up Paaralang Pantao VOICES ON 


to augment education 
needs in the area and INQ7.NET 
in support of the pub- 
lic schools there. , 

We can fund charities. Filipinos abroad do. * 
this a lot. They organize themselves and adopt 
their respective hometowns, 

In the end, all of us must be held accounts 

* able.—Alain Ampongan (via e-mail) "нө 
^ [understatid itis quite frustrating to have al!" 
this massive corruption, but unfortunately 847° 
‘million Filipinos allow it to happen. 

As an individual, all 1 can do is help my fel- 
low citizens/familles as an overseas Filipino & 
worker (OFW). OFWs do it with huge sacri- 
fices, because of opportunities abroad and the 
ack of them locally. 

Perhaps, OFWs should get together and 
overthrow the government. Even basic funda- + 
mentals and ethics are corrupted and violated. Û 
Meanwhile, here are the OFWs working early 
and late hours to be able to send money home, 
because of the shortcomings in the home coun- 
try—James Lorenzana (via e-mail) 

Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's track record: 

1. The Philippines became the No. 2 most. 
corrupt country during her "honest" adminis- 
tration. a 


n 2. Her declaration of a state of national jq 
AG WE TE RN U N О N emergency confirmed the spon of many ur 
0 that she wants to cover up her various sins tO jp 
the Filipino people. кы 
1 3. She is an expert in the economics of д 
cheating, stealing, lying, corruption, etc. 5 
Н 


4. Her objective in declaring а state of na- 
tional emergency is to keep the people away. © 
from the truth, from a full accounting of the 
billions she has withdrawn from the national 
treasury. S 

5. She should be inducted into the Hall of j 
Fame for Lying and Corruption.—Bing Eng 
Rich, New York (via e-mail) 


Whatever happened to the olden days, ` 
when national interest was on top of a political 
party's agenda? When people supported their 
governments? When revolution was the "right 
thing to do? When democracy actually 
worked? ч 

You know why it was simpler during Edsa 1? * 
Everyone had a common cause: to oust Marcos 
and to see the progress of the country. It was a 
huge objective, and everyone shared it, with а 
sense of newfound nationalism, 

Nowadays, people still have that same goal. 
However, things have been muddled by differ- 
ent points of view on how to achieve it. A com- 
bination of politics, self-interest and lack of 8 
synergy has been the biggest enemy of 4 
progress. a 

1 only people would put down their protest. 
signs, Keep thelr rifles, and the government 
would loosen its reins and open its ears, maybe 
we'll get a little closer to some kind of enlight- a 
'enment.—Eric Oandasan, California (via è- 7 
mail) 


i 
1 
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As the Philippines is in great turmoil, 1 give 
my strong support to our President, The Prest- 
dentis in a position to order the arrest of those J 
party-list congressmen. First, they are not real 
congressmen, They used to be out in the 
streets, holding red banners and flags repre- :а 
FAST, RELIABLE, WORLDWIDE MONEY TRANSFER senting communism, Second, those congress- Q 
"Avallablo in locations thet are online with the Western Union Money Transfer men don’t know the law. They are just using 
та ite technical functiona are servicos of third party agency. people's money, and for what? To criticize the A 
government, They are not working as con- 
gressmen,—Menong Mateo, Guam (Ма e- 
mall) 
А ^ 1 ^ 
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Cha-cha gets going today 


From page Al 

Gathering signatures during the assemblies 
is the best option, as it will “ensure that these 
signatures are not manufactured or fabricat- 
ed," the governor said. 

Petilla disclosed that he gave P3,000 in “mobi 
lization fund" to each ofthe province's more than. 
1,400 barangay chairs so they could muster the 
needed signatures. “The funds would come un- 
der our provincial aid to the barangays,” he said. 

At the national directorate meeting of the rul- 
ing Lakas party in January, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo pushed for a new Constitution and а 
parliamentary system by the middle of the year. 

‘The Lakas national directorate rejected for- 
mer President Fidel Ramos’ proposal that Ms 
‘Arroyo cut short her term in 2007 to pave the 
‘way fora parliamentary government. 

. Ас фе meeting, Speaker Jose de Venecia 
proposed a French-style transition parliamen- 
tary government under which Ms Arroyo 
would remain President but share some of her 
powers with a prime minister who would be 
the chief operating officer. 

Lakas members also wanted to extend the 
terms of elected officials. 


Out of this world 

Besides the people's initiative, Malacafiang 
is pushing for Con-Ass, according to maverick 
administration Sen. Joker Arroyo. 

"This kind of a drive, they're all out of this 
world," the senator said at a briefing, refer- 
ring to the twin moves. 

"They want to amend the Constitution to 
stay in power and prolong their terms. It’s not 
really because they want that a change in the 
Constitution would be better for the country. 
‘That's a lot of wishful thinking,” he Said. 

He said the two-pronged approach to amend 
the Constitution were acts of desperation that 
would be challenged before the Supreme Court. 

Arroyo predicted that allies of the Presi- 
dent would press ahead with these two initia- 
tives despite knowing that these would not 
get past both chambers of Congress. 

He argued that the House of Representa- 
tives could not go it alone, convene Congress 
into a Con-Ass and amend the Charter with- 
out the Senate participation. 

He said the senators unanimously adopted 
a resolution serving notice to their counter- 
parts in the House that any amendment to the 
Constitution required the approval of both 
the Senate and the House. 

In the case of the people's initiative, the 
senator pointed out that the high tribunal had 
ruled that the law supporting such an initia- 
tive was inadequate. 


Legality doubtful 

Congress passed Republic Act No. 6735, which. 
provides for peoples initiative, but only on laws 
passed by Congress and by local government units. 

‘Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan, for his part, 
said that the peoples initiative was of “doubtful le 
зану” pointing out that peoples initiative was 
available only to the people, not the government, 
‘and was designed to amend, not revise the Charter 

“In the end, I said these would be resolved 
by the SC,” Arroyo said, pointing out that civic 
and non-organizations would surely question 
these before the high tribunal. 

Five party-list representatives see some- 
thing sinister about the barangay assemblies. 

“A silent, sinister, legal and unconstitutional 
peoples initiative is on the move. Itis organized 


Filipino singer ... 
Ет 

performed. He said he knew he had connected. 
with the audience and with his band. He was 
able to get them hooked from the beginning. He 
wasn't consumed by nervousness and anxiety 
because he really enjoyed performing. At a cer- 
tain point, he said he was in a trance.” 


Only Asian 

David was the only Asian among the 12 
who made it to the finals. (At the March 18 
semis, he sang "Waltz for Debby,” "No More 
Blues" and “Skylark.”) 

He outdid Dan Barnett and Karlie Bruce of 
Australia, Torsten Goods of Germany and Heidi 
Martin and Alison Wedding of the United States. 

The finalists were scored on intonation, 
jazz vocal sound, time feel, interpretation and 
phrasing, innovation concept, improvisation 
and convincing stage presence. 

‘The judges included Lee Gibson and Tina 
May, described as “two of Britain’s finest jazz 
vocalists and educators,” LUC executive di- 
rector Ursula Malewski, jazz vocalist lan 
Shaw, and Pete Churchill and Adam Sieff, jazz 
consultants with Sony BMG Music Interna- 
tional, Dune Records and DDE Records. 

‘According to the ШС, the contenders from 
Britain, Armenia, Austria, Australia, Azerbaijan, 
Belgium, Canada, Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, Fin- 
land, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Netherlands, New Zealand, the Philippines, 
Poland, Russia, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey 
Ukraine and the United States were of “an excep- 
tionally high and professional standard.” 


Revival advocate 

David, who is due to return to the Philippines 
оп April 5, is expected to get a grand welcome 
in Pampanga where he is an advocate of Ka- 
pampangan culture revival, according to Robby 
‘Tantingco, director of the Center for Kapam- 
pangan Studies of the Holy Angel University. 

A recipient of the 2004 Most Outstanding Ka- 
pampangan Award (in the arts, culture and music), 
David supported the revival of folk songs recorded 
in musical compact discs by the Crissot Foundation, 
‘AmiSta Rita Foundation and the center, and their 
inclusion in his recordings and concerts. 

Smart Communications president Manny V 
Pangilinan helped fund David's trip to London. 


^ : ^ 


by Malacafiang through the DILG and the gov- 
ernment foisted various perks—including term 
extension and the (release of the) internal rev» 
enue allotment—on local government officials 
to get their support,” Akbayan Representatives 
Loretta Ann Rosales, Risa Baraquel and Mario 
Aguja, Anak Mindanao Rep. Mujiv Hataman 
and Partido ng Manggagawa Rep. Rene Mag- 
tubo said in a joint statement, 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno saw nothing 
wrong with the convening of the assemblies. 

“anybody can speak and make presentations 
before these barangay assemblies. If they want, 
they can also make presentations against Char- 
ter change (Cha-cha)," Puno said. 

Barangay assemblies are annual events in 
which communities get together to discuss is- 
sues confronting th 

Puno said the initiatives were being pushed 
by local government groups. "The depart- 
ment has nothing to do with them," he said. 


Memo from Gonzalez 

The party-list representatives said that 
aside from the memorandum, the DILG dis- 
tributed the following: 

* A memorandum from Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez to Speaker Jose de Venecia dat- 
ed Jan. 24, 2006, saying that it is legal for offi- 
cers and members of the civil service and pub- 
lic officials to campaign for Charter change. 

An instruction to verify the signatures 
gathered vis-à-vis the list of registered voters. 

ө A matrix explaining the differences be- 
tween parliamentary and presidential forms 
of government. 

‘© A sample format of the form for people's 
initiative, which includes the proposition for 
Charter change. 

• Alist of barangays per municipality with 
the total number of registered voters and the 
corresponding minimum percentage of voters 
that the signature campaign must obtain. 

* A draft Commission on Elections peti- 
tion proposing amendments to the 1987 Con- 
stitution through a people's initiative. 

"That this is beingdone surreptitiously, in care- 
ful details and with blatant use of government re- 
sources and machinery reveals the desperation and 
bankruptcy of the Arroyo administration's Charter. 
change agenda,” the party-list lawmakers said. 

“It proves once again that faced with a 
daunting opposition tp the Cha-cha in the 
Senate, the government is willing to mangle 
the law and contort the Constitution in order 
to push for their agenda," they said. 

The Promotion of Church Peoples Re- 
sponse in Negros Occidental asked the public. 
to boycott the barangay assemblies. 

‘The PCPR said the public should be wary of 
the intention of the organizers because De 
Venecia announced on Monday that the peo- 
ples initiative for Charter change would be 
Jaunched nationwide on Saturday. 

Fr Romeo Tagud, PCPR-Negros secretary gen- 
eral, said the people should be vigilant and oppose 
any ploy to extend Ms Arroyo's stay in power. 


“With Charter change through a people's 
initiative the planned impeachment of Ms Ar- 
тоуо by the opposition will be preempted. 
‘There will be no national election and she will 
stay in power in spite of questions on the le- 
gitimacy of her presidency,” Tagud said. 


Sample questions 

In Camarines Sur, the Union of Local Author- 
ities of the Philippines (Ulap) started gathering 
signatures for Charter change early this week. 

Baao Mayor Mel Gaite, local president of the 
League of Municipalities in the Philippines, 
said Лар was targeting 20 percent of the regis- 
tered voters to sign on the petition form dis- 
tributed to barangay chiefs on Tuesday. 

‘A copy of the petition obtained by the Ingu- 
ка contained items like province, legislative dis- 
trict, city/municipality, barangay, name and 
precinet number of the voter, address, birth 
date, signature and a space for verification. 

One question reads: “Do you approve the 
amendment [to] Articles VI and УП of the 1987 
Constitution, changing the form of government 
from the present bicameral-presidential to a uni- 
camera parliamentary system of government, in 
order to achieve greater efficiency, simplicity and 
economy in government and providing an Arti- 
Че ХУШ as transitory provisions for the orderly 
shift from one system to another?” 

Right below the proposition, the voter is én- 
joined to approve the proposed amendment 
‘coupled with the attestation that the voter's 
signature signified approval ofthe proposal. 

“My signature herein, which shall form part 
of the petition for initiative to amend the Con- 
stitution, signifies my support thereof,” said 
the concluding portion of the petition form. . 

Gaite said that upon the completion of the 
signature campaign, the accomplished petition. 
forms would be sent to the Ulap secretariat. 


Plebiscite in June 

Gaite said the national plebiscite on the 
proposed constitutional amendments was 
planned to be conducted in June. 

The DILG office in Eastern Visayas denied it 
had a hand in the signature campaign. 

“Our participation is only to monitor the hold- 
ing of the assembly by these barangays. Now, this 
reported signature campaign during the assem- 
bly is initiated by the local officials and not by the 
DILG,” William Paler, DILG-8 chief, said. . 

Evelyn Trompeta, DILG director for Western 
Visayas, said the barangay assemblies set on 
Saturday were to discuss the “people's concerns 
as provided in the Local Government Code." 

"There are no specific instructions to tackle Char- 
ter change; but it сап be tackled if barangay officals 
feel itis a concem of their community” she sad. 

‘Commission on Election officials in Negros 
Occidental, however, revealed that the DILG 
had asked them for the lists of voters, in appar- 
ent preparation for the campaign for signa- 
tures needed for the Cha-cha people's initia- 
tive. With reports from TJ Burgonio in Mani- 
la and Carla P Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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Teacher in GenSan um 


From page Al 


Elizabeth Romano, principal of 
the New Mabuhay Elementary 
School in General Santos City, 


told reporters she was 


ing a complaint filed by a number 
of parents against the Grade 6 
teacher, Susana Quiambao. 

In renewing the warning against 
‘unusual punishment, the DepEd al- 
зо announced it had suspended and 
administrative charges 
against a teacher in connection with 
the death of a Grade 2 pupil alleged- 
ly forced to eat pencil shavings. 

The DepEd said Brenda Elbam- 
buena, a Grade 2 teacher at the 


brought 


Silangan Elementary 


‘Taguig, had been suspended for at 
least 90 days as she undergoes ad- 
ministrative proceedings on а 

‘of grave misconduct in the 


‘emotional distress. 

їп her warning to school offi- 
cials, Hidalgo said teachers who in- 
flicted severe and harmful punish- 
ment on their pupils could face ad- 
ministrative and criminal charges. 

"There is no excuse for enforc- 
ing cruel and harmful punishment 
то matter what the child's offense 
is. 1, therefore, ask our teachers to 
be wary about child abuse and co- 
ercion in the classroom. Every 
teacher should first and foremost 
ensure the welfare and develop- 
ment of our children to equip 
them with values such as patience, 
tolerance and respect for others 
and we should be their models,” 
Hidalgo said in a statement. 

She reiterated the DepEd's pol- 
icy against the use of corporal 
punishment in schools. 


investigat- 


School in 


death of 9-year-old Delmar Redota. 


She faces dismissal if found guilty. 
The girl died on March 15, one 
week after Elbambuena allegedly 
forced her and another pupil to 
eat pencil shavings which the 


girls had reportedly 


while the teacher was sweeping 


her classroomis floor. 
"While the other girl 


ing the shavings, Redota swal- 
lowed them, the girls mother 


told the INQUIRER. 
Undressing 


One of the complainants in Gen- 
eral Santos City protested that 
Quiambaos methods had forced 
her niece to drop out of class.after 


being made to take off 
exposing her breasts. 


Quiambao admitted to reporters 
that a number of students who had 
done poorly in recent exams had 
indeed undressed in front of the 


Cruel punishment 

Hidalgo cited DepEd Order No. 
92, issued in 1992, which prohib- 
ited the use of corporal, cruel and 
physically harmful punishment 
against any pupil. 

On the other hand, the order said 
school officials and teachers had the 
right to impose “appropriate and 
reasonable disciplinary measures’ 
incase of minor offenses and infrac- 
tions of good discipline. 

“School officials or teachers 
who are caught violating this or- 
der can be charged not only ad- 
ministratively but also criminally. 
DepEd will not hesitate to impose 
sanctions and file charges against 
those who commit abuse against 
our students," Hidalgo said. 

She also appealed to students “to 
behave well because your teachers 
work so hard even after office hours 
to give you better education.” 


scattered 


faked eat- 


her blouse,. 


dass—the boys removing their 


pants and the giris taking off their 
blouses. But she claimed the stu- 


dents did so voluntarily. 


“They did it on their own voli- 


tion,” Quiambao said. 
She said the issue 


blown out of proportion by the 
parents because the punishment 


һай been agreed on 
by the class. She 
claimed it was even 
educational “because 
the students ap- 
peared like they were 
just doing a fashion 
show” 

In their complaint, 
the parents said the 
punishment һай 
caused their children 
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Report to DepEd 

The DepEd chief also encour- 
aged pupils and their parents to 
report policy violations and abus- 
es directly to the DepEd's ОТУТ 
Action Center by texting DEPED 
FDBK to 2622 or through their 
hotline (02) 636-1663. 


had been 


Sales Rep., Secretary, Engineer 
VISIT ONLINE 


Е те 712-9410 
si 
www.nexornipes.com 


» 


re 
ж 2h 


LOW, LOW DOWNPAYMENT DEALS** LOW, Low MONTHLY. DEALS**- 


Actual 
Down 


Advance Monthly 
(72 mos.) 


50% 


Down 


Advance Monthly 
(72 mos.) 


Rexton 2.7 XDi AT * 


P 1,925,000 


P 105,000 


P3472 


P 962,500 


P 19728 


Stavic 2.7 XDi AT * 


(11 Seater) 


Р 1,495,000 


P 114,400 


= 


P 26,965 


P 747,500 


P15321 


SsangYong vehicles features: 


CRDI ENGINE 
Ht 

ra generator 
Common al 
Deet ertan 
re 


а 


FIRONIC 
TRANSMISSION 
Ж. 
pr) 
74 


NOISE 
REDUCTION 
INSULATION 
pr 
(oy ed ne 


od 


| 


DISTRIBUTED BY SSANGYONG AUTO PHILS. CORP. « AUTHORIZED DEALERS: Wheels Auto Mall 222 E Rodi 
+ SsangYong Quezon Ave. 1145 Quezon Ave, Quen О, е, не (832) 37381, 7) A113604, (22 4132242 Fas е (37 72488 + SsangYong Pampanga : 


* A chance to win a trip for 2 to Paris! - 


‘SHIFFON-THE-FLY 
WHEEL DRIVE 
from io ao 
(ora Reon 
set 


10-INK REAR 
SUSPENSION 


A 


SsangYong has absorbed the impact of the reformed VAT and has specially formulated the above schemes just for you. Other deals also available. 


EVERY PURCHASE OF A REXTON OR STAVIC WILL ALSO ENTITLE YOU TO: 
* FREE PMS up to 30,000 kms. or 1 year, whichever comes first. 


Come and visit your nearest SsangYong dealer now! Trade-ins accepted, 


3 га 
Bret 


st Are. биш ула н 57) 721104 632) 7218477, (32 721839 tox No (32) 41142 
San emando Congo wan Sn fernando Cy Pampanga Tela No, (DS) 9613573 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER _ FRIDAY, MARCH 24,2006 


нунун" 


NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU ‘SOUTHERN LUZON BUREAU E-mail: pr_provinclal_news@inquirercom.ph_ VISAYAS BUREAU MINDANAO BUREAU 


Poom 201, BonuanAgariele 2na Poor, Los Baos Bi. Е 2-7 
Oüfenpyóenisop Baguio iy Со. Paranda and Aga S sh Oat la toc Deva C 
КЕТ Ern 0 TE. Nes (092) ico mA) ти йо (get 710171 
feris 074 Таша Na- (052) 480-4182 Fax Na. (032) 2029808 Fan No. (6224-71 
КЕТЧҮ ЫШ Беа собе 


‘mal Ing_cebuGinqureccom.ph Ета по. SnaoQinquiecom.ph 
Text us your feedback: inquirer atn name/age/cty/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) Assistant Editor Tony Bergonia 


STL licenses went to ‘jueteng’ lords? 


CAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA-—SUSPECTED JUE- _ But he said he did not know а license to act as an “gent cor. two former jueteng, cobradores „ Senior Supt Hemanta тайа, 
à ure UE whoownedthecompanyHesaid poration and not a franchise, (ooleetorstumed П, sales Bataan polce ef sid while 
teng lord Rodolfo “Bong” Pineda has reportedly һе got from the Philippine Chari- which only Congress could give. agents in Angeles City said. Presidential Chief of Staff 
obtained the license to operate the state-run У Sweepstakes Office a сийе The cose relative of Pineda in snes sad бе Sun Gove Сыр. Michel Defensor and Imwinr 
1 x Чоп that LTGC got a license. Ir Lubao, Pampanga, did not retum gotthe licensetoruntheSTLinPam- Secretary Ronaldo Puno had ар. 
Small Town Lottery (STL) in Angeles City, north had the approval of PSCO chief calls to confirm or deny Pineda's panga. The license to run the game in pair tie оге КЫ Ма of 
of here, a police source said. Rosario Uriate, he said. alleged stake in the company. ‘Bataan went to Sunset Bay Research the game, police officials in Cen- 
Romualdo Guiones, chief ofthe ° Another police source sur. and Markering Group, he said. tral Luzon opted to delay its start. 
The source also said Pinedahas owner is a top local oficial in An- PCSO's STL project management mised thatPineda'snamewasbe- Pineda was neither listed as — "Ie held in abeyance unt we 
адот di mete geles Ciy the source added. ofice in Mania sald he names of ing “floated to “encourage” bet- owner nor stockholder of those ge clear implementing rs бот 
STL in the rest of Pampanga. Senior Supt. Policarpio Segubre, Pineda and the local official were tors to try the STL. companies, he said. the national headquarters,” Chief 
Lin the rest ofPampanga, (s Angeles City police directo, оп “not lised” inthe LTGC corporate _ Although similar to jueteng in Аз of Thursday, Quiones said Supt. Alejandro Lapinid, Cental 
one of the owners of the Lake Thursday confirmed that TGC has documents. that two numbers are chosen for по applications had been ap- Luzon police director, told the IN- 
one of the owners of eo), been operating te STL for two Ina phone interview, Quiones the winning combination, STL proved in Bulacan, Tarlac, Nueva umm. Tonette Orejas, PDI Cen- 
which got the license. His co- weeks now: said the PCSO gave the company has not drawn a strong following, Ecija, Zambales and Aurora. tral Luzon Desk 
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Murder suspect killed 
ZAMBOANGA CITY—A notorious hired gun, who 
allegedly killed several government officials in 

Î Zamboanga del Sur, was killed in a shootout with 
soldiers on Monday, the military reported. South- 
ern Command chief Maj. Gen. Gabriel Habacon 
said Bandino Alblos had been hunted down by 
authorities for a string of murder charges filed 
against him. "He had standing warrants of arrest 
for the murder of some local officials in Dinas 
(town), Habacon sald. He sald soldiers were try- 
ing to arrest Albios, but the suspect fired at them. 

Julis Alipala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


! Quake hits Leyte, Cebu 
CEBU CITY—A slight tremor struck Leyte and Cebu 
early yesterday. The magnitude 3.3 quake was felt at 
intensity З in Palompon, Leyte and Intensity 2 here, 
according to the Philippine Institute of Volcanology 
and Seismology-Cebu. It was recorded at 12:59 
p.m. and its epicenter was 33 km northwest of Or- 
moc City. t was tectonic in origin emanating from 
the Leyte segment of the Philippine Fault Zone, sad 
Phivolcs science research specialist Rolando Mon- 
tafez  Jhunnex Napalacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Curfew for minors 


LEGAZPI CITY—Ina 

move to prevent juvenile 

delinquency and protect 

the young, the city coun- 

cil passed Tuesday an 

ordinance adopting cur- 

few hours tor minors 

(below 18 years old). 

The ordinance prohibits 

minors in the streets and 

pubiic places trom 10 

p.m. until 4 a.m. the next day, Councilor Jim Andes 
said. He said the law would protect rather than sup- 
press the rights of minors. Andes hoped that t would 
also address the citys problem on crimes involving 
chidren. — Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Support for NSO-ARMM 
COTABATO CITY—The head of the National Statistics 
Office (NSO) in the Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao is drumming up foreign and local support 
to upgrade and make cil registration in the region 
more efficent. In an assessment report submited to 
the national government, NSO-ARMM Director Com- 
mando Pilimpinas cited the need "to integrate" the 
Musim Civi Registration System into the Civil Reg- 
istry Law (RA 3753) in order to strengthen the "weak 
organizational structure, poor performance of some 
NSO personnel, lack of resources, inherent defects of 
the system and public apathy.” Plimpinas said the 
NSO wouid need financial assistance “because of the 
present limited resources." Zaldy Ampatuan said his 
administration could support some of the needs ot 
the agency. — ClarleSefase,PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Amnesty for 4 ex-rebels 
DAVAO CITY—Four New People Army (NPA) 
rebels, who recently yielded to authorities, were giv- 
fn amnesty and cash incentives for returning thelr 
firearms. Maj. Jose Cuerpo III, chief of the Army's 
sth Civi Relations Group based in Camp Panacan 
here, sald the former cadres received P18,000 cash 
ach under the governments “Balk Bari" program. 

1 HH H They were identified as Rodolfo Betel, alyas Bodol; 
Edgar Enoch, alyas Takloy; Gerardo Embac, alyas 
Ramos and Jun-jun Labawan, alyas Jerry. They be- 
longed to the NPA’ Militia ng Bayan District Com- 
mand. Dennis Jay Santos, РО! Mindanao Bureau 


Ag UNITED HOME APUNTE HOME 70 policemen for GenSan 
ucc Ue € GENERAL SANTOS 
Ferrous Sulfate | [Calcium Lactate CITY—At least 70 new kt s 
Fersulfate Iron Calactate. policemen are expected 
To be deployed in tho city 
Feel fresh and For healthy, peautful skin, Pampasigia ng dugo Pampatibay ng buto to augment its police. 
clean everyday inside and out! force. Councilor Eduaro. 
Leyson char of the 
city councils committee 
on police maters and 
peace and order, sald the 
new policemen had 
graduated from the Central Mindanao regional train- 
{hg center in Barangay Lanton hore. "m quito certain 
that 70 new policemen would be assigned here. 
We've been asking for this and we're glad It was fi- 
nally approved," he said. The city has a population of 
600,000. Aquiles Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


3 more vigilante killings 

DAVAO CITY—Suspected members of the so-called 
‘Davao Death Squad (DDS) resumed thelr activities here 
ator several weeks, executing three рооре, Their latest 
ir мейт was denied as Sorano Jimenez, a laborer from. 

Quality Healthceze Ашына. Or Tuesday о prsos we aiso 

‘gunned down by motorcycle-riding suspects. The latest 
Boats brought to 46 ho toll number of murder cases 

involving vigilantes in the city, according to Chief Insp. 
www.unilab.com.ph  Docidario Cloribel, chief of the city police's investigation. 


——Á— » saton. Dannis Jay Santos, PDI Mindanao Вити 
а ^ 


PQA on the University of 
Enriching A Heritage ly 
Total Quality Educatio 


"The University of Santo Tomas... whore greatness is a legacy and oxcollence Is a real 

this may sound ike an advertising by-word, but the truth is, this a realistic description of ће quality 
education that one gels from this 395 year-old Dominican institution. The University of Santo Tomas is aif 
story of an academie institution that has been serving the educational needs of the Phlippines for almost ? à 
four centuries now, and continues to be recognized by the government and other accrediting agencies for 

the high quality education that it offers. As a matter of fact, UST has been granted full autonomy by the The functiona of teaching, ressarox and оош аара Services, 
CHED due to the excellence of its flagship programs. 


Teaching - UST inno aged rt väh oan passon tu reparei 
Today, five years shórt of celebrating its fourth centennial, the Pontifical and Royal University of the X receivers as well as users of modem technology, and useful contributors to the community. UST 
Hace diat ae эшен MD e leuia ci he Priore мета SUM eT des md be минское И КЫЙНАШ, 
енерт Кос опсу in Qual Management upon her, belng one of h frst academic inline. Брэс UCT ten, шю каршы" 
vay Award Ревюта п aly Manage age of Arcitecture; 2. Faouly of Arts and Lets 3. College of Commerce: 4. Colege 
ci Acoountaney, б. College of Education; 6. Faculty of Engineering 7. College of Fine Ants and 
Dosign: 8 Conservatory of Muse; 8, Calege of Nursing 10 Faculty of Pharmacy: 11. College 
Gf Rensbitalon Sconces; 12. College of Science; 13. Faculles of Ecclesiastical Studies; 14 
Focal of Cul Law: 18, Faculty of Medicine and Surgery ; 18. Graduate Schoo, 17. Insitute 
Gf Physical Education & Athletics; 18. пение of Region, 
д, Research = UST aspires to conrbutesubstaialy о advancing he frontiers of knowledge: The 
| Various research feide of the Univers are grouped Into fve fogstips namely, Arts and Humanities, 
teal and Soca Sciences Science and Technology, Heath Sclences, and Sacred Sciences. The 
‘Thomas Aquinas Research Gener has been bult solely lor he research fncton of he Univers. 


Community and Extension Services — UST lends itself to community and extension services that 
are truly Christian and educative in character, and contributing to the development of an updated and 
empowered community UST has its Community Development Program under the Office for 
Community Development. It is instllutionalized in the TOMAS Program Pillars - 1. Training and 
Éducation for Capacity Development; 2. Organizing for Empowerment; 3. Management for Program 
Development; 4. Advocacy, Research and Documentation; 5. Spirituality of Transformation, 


‘THE QUEST FOR THE PHILIPPINE QUALITY AWARD 


With the leadership of the Father Rector through the Office of Planning and Development 
(ОРО), anticipating the need for performance metrics to support continuous improvement systems 
Fr. Lana (third from loft) receives PQA trophy from Raul Hernandez, Chair of PQA Board in AY 2002-2003, facilitated the creation of Key Result Areas (KRAs) and Key Performance Indicators 
of Judges while UST Officials look on, (KPIs) in the Implementation and monitoring of the Ten Directional Areas of the Strategic Plan of UST 
for 2011 which were reported in the Rector's Report of AYs 2002 to 2005. These reports share with 
‘TRACING THE ORIGINS OF A QUALITY UNIVERSITY the public the efforts and improvements made by the university in the areas of: Identity, Teaching, 
Research, Community and Extension Services, Human Resources, Physical Resources, Growth and 
The University of Santo Tomas is the oldest existing university in Asie and in terms of student Expansion, Financial Resource, Public Presence, and Information Technology 
population, the largest Catholic university in the world located in one campus. In 1605, Msgr. Miguel de 
Benavides, O.P, the third Archbishop of Manila, donated the amount of one thousand and five hundred AY 2002-2003 also saw the phenomenal growth in the IT infrastructure of the University 
рево апа hie porsona brary coleclon which laid ће foundation of the "seminary-colege" in 1611 thalwas through the creation of а new Computer Center, ће Santo Tomas e-Service Providers (StePS). 
fo become the University of Santo Tomas. This was the beginning of tertiary education in the Philippines. 


in order to serve the learning needs of UST students, and to bring web-based learning to the 
The school was frst called Colegio de Nuestra Sefora del Santisimo Rosario and later renamed Thomasian Community, the Educational Technology Center ined an innovative e-Leaming Access 

Colegio de Santo Tomas in memory of one of the foremost Dominican Theologians, St. Thomas Aquinas. In 

4624. the Colegio was authorized to confer academic degrees in Theology, Philosophy and the Arts. On 

November 20, 1645, Pope Innocent X elevated the College to the rank of a university. іп 1680, it was 

subsequently placed under the royal patronage. In 1785, University administration and students volunteered 

to defend Manila against the British invasion. In recognition of this act of exceptional loyally, Spain's King 

Charles Il granted it the tle "Royal University’. The tile "Pontifical University" however, was given by Pope 

Leo XIll in September 17, 1902. In 1947, Pope Pius XII bestowed upon it the title "The Catholic University 

of the Philippines". 


ın 1927, with the continuing increase in enrollment, the University moved from Intramuros to its 

present site in Sampaloc, Manila which occupies an area of 21.5 hectares. Since its foundation, academic 

fe in UST has been interrupted twice only: from 1898 to 1899, during the Philippine revolution against 

. Spain; and from 1942 to 1945, during the Japanese occupation of Manila. UST was transformed into а 
Hi concentration camp by the Japanese forces. 


UST THROUGH THE YEARS 


Recognition of the achievements of the University has come from the different parts of the world. 
News on these achievements brings respect and interest, and in a sense, some degree of importance оп 
the University. That is why, world renowned personalities have always included the University as part of their 
itinerary among them, during the last three decades were: His Holiness Pope Paul VI and Pope John Paul 
Ii, His Royal Highness, King Juan Carlos | of Spain ; Mother Theresa of Calcutta ; and Pres. Jose Maria 


UST administrators and PQA Team members during the РОА Award ceremonies on 
‘Aznar of Spain. 


‘March 15, Dusit Hotel. 


Rizal, Fr. Jose Burgos, Marcelo H. del Pilar, Emilio Jacinto, Antonio Luna, Apolinario Mabini and Rafael ‘Standing from left: Dr. Cristina Castro-Cabral, Ms. Giovanna Fontanilla, Ms. Monalissa Perez, 
Palma. Four Philippine presidents also passed through the portals of this institution — Manuel L. Quezon, Asst. Dean Alicla Aguinaldo, Dr. Helena Cabrera, Ms. Jocelyn Agcaoili, Ms. Virginia Sembrano, 
Sergio Osmeña, Jose P. Laure! and Diosdado Macapagal. Three vice presidents, three speakers of the Engr. Jose Carlos Lugay. 

A great number of bishops of the Philippine Catholic. Church were nourished with the University's. зле و‎ пе " Lec ч StePS, uy ed now = тше 
‘Thomistic philosophy. Up to this point, UST might be able to claim that its purest glory are the eight ourses and Fully Online Courses to students, as well as online communities for e-Guidance, 
canonized saints namely, Guillermo Courter, Domingo Ibañez de Erquicia, Lucas del Espiritu Santo, Hioji de University Planning and Events Management, and Student and Alumni Organizations through the use 
‘San Jacinto, Antonio Gonzales, who were all canonized on October 18, 1987; Pedro Almalo, Vicente Liem of the Blackboard Leaning System and Community Portal, the most widely used Learning 'Sysiem and 
not only well-known in the country but recognized abroad as wel sutomated grade book. 


The movement for Total Quality Management (TOM) started through the Office of the Vice. 
їп а few more years, Thomasian presence will be felt in Sta, Rosa, Laguna and in General Santos 

cay ne ene ar, Tan ee Mese tnt coun of prong quay сві ‘ede ia шш га OFT атри, ces awareness оп how ТОМ coud be 

ue among UST' academic and non-academic employees, create awareness on how ТОМ could be 

linked and applied in the various activites of the University in order to attain customer-focused 

services, assess areas where the University should focus on improvement activities, and implement 

ORO NZATIONAL ENE OME ‘Quality and productivity programs and activities that will strengthen and complement ТОМ applications 


UST pursuit of excellence is evident in the way it performs Ils three main functions of e academe 


esca ETE рый of ане ie een ase. ha Unverly see bl har es oe 
лента дю павеў and cormurerianson ves The neni soes o i al eee ROME E Te икана рди ген ose al ed on 
‘Sree ашай Wa mema Wy rs Ө е onim шато TOMAS, yg year De ТОМ Operatore Gral ra rasa: Peer PSR д 
ta vie tao ee TOM Cor Coa мн үк бен ы (а os бени: A тим 
e ы тена Su orci e Coss сое Se шн шта К ро e пит MAN 
ПЕЛЕТИ покана ааа аа any cee wel Gas, TON ad FOA, 


Identity. Competence, Compassion, and Commitment are the hallmarks that make the UST recognizes ils employees as ils most valuable assets - providers of excellent 

"Thomasians stand out as they take the challenge to live up to the legacy bequeathed on them 4] service to its customers. Hence, UST saw the need for employees’ total participation In the 

by the University of Santo Tomas, under the inspiration of St. Dominio, who preached the Word i sif, | improvement process through continuous education, training and development. To be able lo 

with compassion, and St. Thomas, who devoted his Ме in seeking the “truth in love" or "veritas. do this, UST introduced the Quality Team (QT) program. To sustain the program, TOM Quality 

in caritate" : Workplace Audits are being conducted every semester to check on the implementation of TOM 
7 | principles and Good Housekeeping or SS guidelines in al departments and colleges fer which 

Mission. The University of Santo Tomas, the Pontifical and Catholic University of the faculty, staff, and students are continuously being trained to conduct 

Philippines, a Dominican institution of learning, under the речте тү ктт 

inspiration and patronage of St. Thomas Aquinas.commits Û gs, Bp agar 

itself to the pursuit of truth and to the preservation, 

advancement and transmission of knowledge In the arts 

and sciences, both sacred and civil, through the use of 

reason illumined by faith. The University affirms its ole in Û 17 "уй" St 

the formation of men and women to become competent КЫ ДЫ | — 

and compassionate professionals committed to ihe 

service of the Church, the nation and the global 

community. 


PQA IN VIEW OF 2011 


Having been granted the Philippine Qually Award, 
the University of Santo Tomas brings into йв fourth hundred. 
year of establishment In 2011 the seal of approval of its 
proficiency in quality management. From 2006 onwards, 
UST will have to maintain this quality to be able to continue 
with its mission in providing Flipinos with quality catholic 
education M 


excellence in various programs of teaching, an acknowledged Des Cl, 
Third row from іон: Dr. Gloria D.C. Barnas (Asst. to tho Roctor for Resoarch & Development), Engr. Alberto Laurito (Asst, to tho Rector for Quality Management 
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ЄС Sa ating mga ina ng tahanan, napakahalaga 
ang kalusugan ng ating pamilya. 


Pagdating sa gamot, buo ang aking tiwala sa Ritemed. 
De-kalidad na, magaan pa sa bulsa. 
Napagkakatiwalaan dahil gawa ng Unilab. ээ 


MA. CONSUELO Z. GARCIA, M.D. 
~ President, 
Private School Health Officer? Association 


"laging Bright sa pagpili ng 
pencils at crayons} 

Ito! Ito! 

Laging Ito} 


Subukan n'yo! 


_ Bà forbas 
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Impartiality sought 
in mine spill probe 


LEGAZPI CITY—A RANKING OFFICIAL OF 
the Albay provincial government appealed to 
an investigating body to be impartial in its 
work in determining the cause of two mine 
spills from the operations of the Lafayette 
Philippines Inc. (LPI) in Rapu-Rapu town. 

Vice Gov. James Calisin, in a testimony 
made before the Rapu-Rapu Fact Finding 
‘Commission (RFC), said he was for responsi- 
ble mining 

He presented а copy of the Environment 
Code of Albay that he authored in 2003. 

He earlier questioned the independence of 
the RFC after President Macapagal-Arroyo 
appointed Bishop Arturo Bastes as its chair. 
Bastes is campaigning for a stop to mining in 
Rapu-Rapu. 

Bastes, in response to Calisin, invited the 
governor to attend the hearings of the RFC to 
find out how independent the commission is. 

A class suit filed by lawyer Gil Gojol against 
LPI has been raffled to judges of the Regional 
Trial Court in Sorsogon City. 

Соо! said he filed the case representing 
some 3,000 fishermen who claimed they were 
deprived of livelihood following a fish scare that 
was blamed on the Rapu-Rapu mine spills. 


The case went to the sala of RTC Branch 52 
Judge Honesto Villamor, he said. 

Albay Gov. Fernando Gonzalez denied re- 
ports that there were skin diseases attributed 
to the LPI mining operations. 

He said the milling process, which was tem- 
porarily stopped, was resumed only after de- 
fects in its facilities had been corrected by LPI. 

Witnesses earlier testified that sacks of 
dead fish were recovered near the LPI's mine 
tailings discharge areas after the Oct. 31 spill. 

But Legazpi City Mayor Noel Rosal said the 
demand and supply of fish and marine prod- 
ucts coming from Rapu-Rapu Island did not 
change even with the reported fish kill 

Urban poor leader Jun de la Torre told the 
RFC that there was no need for an indepen- 
dent body to investigate the effects of LPI's 
mining operations, saying "the fish kills speak 
for itself” 

Charles Avila, RFC vice chair, said they would 
посрау attention to the rallies and lobbies. 

“We will only pay attention to the public in a 
proper forum to accomplish our job,” he said. 

The RFC was created by Ms Arroyo through 
Administrative Order No. 145. Edgar Alejo, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


General 
sees more 
clashes 
with NPA 


GENERAL SANTOS 
City—A ranking mili- 
tary officer yesterday 
said he was expect- 
ing more clashes to 
occur between his 
troops and New Peo- 
йез Army (NPA) 
rebels in Sarangani. 

Brig. Gen. Alfredo 
Cayton, commander 
of the Army's 601st In- 
fantry Brigade, told 
the brqumga that an in- 
tensified operation 
was launched in Ma- 
lungon, Sarangani af- 
ter Tuesdays clash in 
Tamban Village where 
two rebels were killed. 

Cayton said the NPA 
rebels, under the Front 
Committee 71 operat- 
ing in Sarangani 
province and General 
Samos, were caught 
unaware when soldiers 
attacked their camp in 
Sitio Kamugna. 

He said the heavy 
exchange of gunfire 
lasted for about 15 
minutes. 


pt уу 
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DENS A SANTOSIPDI MINDANAO BUREAU 


Ducklings are sold for PS each оп а street in Davao City. The 
birds are being sold as pets by this street vendor. 


After the gunfight, 
Cayton said the sol- 


$7: Media group assails 


bandits and two rifles. 


ws = Army order of battle 


was the off-shoot of 
an operation By Carla P. Gomez 
launched by his unit PDI Visayas Bureau 
after intelligence re- 


Aksyon Radyo-Bacolod news di- 
rector. 
"lt is queer that despite the nu- 


ports about commu- BACOLODCITY—NEGROSJOUR- merous interviews 1 have con- 


nist guerrillas mass- пайыз yesterday protested the i 


ducted with Army officials them- 


ing up had been con- clusion of a radio news director selves, their intelligence report 
firmed. here in the Armed Forces order of last year has never been updated. 

He said the assem- battle and called on AFP Chief of 1 could only hope that this is a 
bly could be part of a Staff Gen. Generoso Senga to re- case of oversight or failure to up- 
major tactical offen- move his name from the list and date,” he said. 


sive the NPA has ensure his safety and unhampered 
planned in time for practice of his profession. 


its founding anniver- 
sary on March 29. 


He said it was impossible for 
him to be with Bayan and work- 


‘Article 3, the alliance of Negros ing for Aksyon Radyo at the same 
journalists, was reacting tothe in- time. “Iam aware that itis uneth- 


in Davao City, a clusion of the name of Julius icaltobea working journalistand 
councilor asked the Mariveles in a list of “top leaders” an official at the same time of a 
military to stop using of the Communist Party of the political party," he said. 


civilians as “baits” in Philippines-New People's Army 


Article 3 in its statement de- 


thegovernment’santi- drawn up by the AFP Central manded that the intelligence ser- 


insurgency campaign Command (Centcom). 
in Paquibato District. 


vices of both the military and po- 


‘Article 3 is an alliance of the Ne- lice rigorously review their order 


Paquibato is а gros Press Club, Congress of Active of battle. 


known lair of com- Media Practitioners (Camp), Cor- 


The list, a сору of which was 


munist rebels in respondents, Broadcasters and Re- obtained by Article 3, was pre- 


Southern Mindanao. 


porters Association-Active News pared early this year and ident 


Councilor Nenita Service (Cobra-Ans) and the Na- fied Mariveles as secretary gener- 
Oreullo also urged tional Union of Journalists in the al of the party-list group Bayan 


the disarming of Philippines (NUJP)-Negros. 


members of indige- 


Muna in Negros and among the 


Mariveles, an Article 3 con- leaders of the revolutionary 


mous communities, venor is the news director of movement. 


who had allegedly dyEZ Aksyon Radyo-Bacolod of 


Article 3 said it has reasons to 


been provided rhe Manila Broadcasting Co. He is believe the continued inclusion of 


firearms by the mil 


also secretary general of the Co- Mariveles’ name on the list is 


тагу. bra-Ans and an officer ofthe Ne- more than a case of mere over- 


"(The military) gros Media Council 
cannot deny this. This Freedom. 
is a fact. The arming 


for Press sight. 
"Given the continued threats 


Mariveles yesterday also called against press freedom from this 


ofthe lumad isthe pri- оп the AFP to strike his name off administration since even before 
mary reason why the its Central Command Order of President Macapagal-Arroyo de- 
situation of Paquibato Battle for the first semester of  clared her short-lived state of na- 
is volatile now, Forthis 2005 because he was never secre- tional emergency and the grow- 
lam urging the mili- tary general of the party-list ing list of activists murdered in 


tary to immediately Bayan Muna asit claimed. 


the country, we worry that, unless 


pull out their forces Mariveles said he was a secre- rectified immediately, the inclu- 

and disarm the tary general of the Bagong sion of Mr. Mariveles in the list 

lumad,” Orcullo said. Alyansang Makabayan or Bayan- constitutes a continuing clear and 
‘Aquiles Zonio and Negros but he has been a full time present danger to his Ме and to 

Jeffrey Tupas, PDI working journalists since 2003, his unhampered practice of our 

Mindanao Bureau when he was employed by MBC's profession," Article 3 said, 
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HARVEST TIME 

Agroup of farmers in Asingan, Pangasinan 
harvest rice plants to prepare for a second 
cropping. Water irrigation levels are low due 
to onset of the dry season. 


Backpackers 
suffer culture 
shock in jail 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—ELEVEN BACK- 
packers, who have been accused of raiding a 
military armory in Mankayan town on Feb. 10 
with suspected communist rebels, have been 
giving the Benguet provincial jail and its in- 
mates their own version of culture shock. 

Jail officials told the Inquirer that two of 
the backpackers had complained about being 
punched by some inmates because their 
“punk” hairstyle and music did not sit well 
with the inmates’ lifestyle. 

The backpackers have drawn public atten- 
tion because the Benguet provincial police iden- 
tified them as New People's Army members, de- 
spite the fact that they wear nose rings and style. 
their hair in dreadlocks and Mohawks. 

"We are treated well here. But two of [our 
crew] showed up with black eyes because 
they were beaten up in their cell by the de- 
tainees. 1 don't know what happened. They 
have. been transferred to а new cell,” said 
Rundren Berloize Lao, 24, of Davao City. 


"Invasion" 

On Thursday, both the jailhouse and the 
Benguet Justice Hall were disturbed by the 
“invasion” of 30 teenagers wearing “punk- 
styled” black shirts and graffitiladen pants, 
to show their support at their arraignment. 

The arraignment did not proceed. Lawyer 
Pablito Sanidad, national chair of the Free Le- 
gal Assistance Group (Flag), and officials of 
the Cordillera Human Rights Alliance, asked 
Judge Benigno Galacgac of the regional trial 
court here to quash the charges. 

‘The lawyers said the prejudice inside and out- 
side the Benguet jailhouse was ironic because it 
was also prejudice against the backpackers’ ар- 
pearance, which caused authorities to charge 
them with participating in the armory raid. 

‘The February attack killed one soldier and 
two members of the Civilian Armed Forces 
Geographical Unit. 

"How can you believe the NPA would recruit 
these fellows? They'd become a headache for the 
rebels,” said human rights lawyer Noe Villanueva. 


Eyewitnesses’ accounts 

Senior Supt. Villamor Bumanglag, Benguet 
provincial police director, said their case 
would depend on eyewitnesses’ accounts that 
placed the backpackers at the raid. 

‘The youths, including a 15-year-old girl from 
Marikina City and a 15-year-old boy from Pasig 
City, were arrested in Buguias town. They had 
hitched a ride to Sagada town in Mt. Province. 

‘They have since become popular online. 
Supporters organized an online petition to 
“free the Sagada 11," which already solicited 
1,354 signatures from sympathizers in the 
country, Japan and the United States. 

A self-proclaimed group of hackers, who call 
themselves Justice League of the Internet, threat- 
‘ened to hack the websites of the Philippine Nation- 
al Police in retaliation for the backpackers arrest. 

CHRA officials said it is the outpouring of 
support from youths all over the country, 
which has kept the detainees hopeful about 
their release, Vincent Cabreza and Desiree 
Caluza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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Church leaders back 
Pangasinan cop chief 


LINGAYEN, PANGASINAN—CHURCH LEAD- 
ers, government officials and businessmen have 
called for the reinstatement of the provinces 
police director, describing his relief as “unfair” 

Senior Supt. Alan Purisima was relieved as 
Pangasinan police director following the 
Philippine National Police's three-strike poli- 
cyon illegal gambling. 

‘The policy means that if three towns are found 
to have ilegal gambling operations, the provincial 
director will be removed from his post. 

Archbishop Oscar Cruz, anti-illegal gam- 
bling crusader, said Pangasinan had been 

j jueteng-free because of Purisima and "there- 
fore I find it quite unfair that the mere pres- 
ence of certain videos will mean his relief.” 

He said it was "pity that a provincial direc- 
tor should be relieved because of a few video 
machines.” 


“There had been a good number of ma- 
chines confiscated and destroyed by the 
provincial and town police in the past months 
and the work must be on-going,” he said. 

Cruz asked Camp Crame officials “on be- 
half of the good people of Pangasinan, to 
reevaluate their decision.” 

Seven video machines were found in Urdaneta 
iy and the towns of Bautista and Alcala by the 
PNP’ anti-illegal gambling task force last February. 

Gov. Victor Agbayani also questioned 
Purisima's relief and asked Interior Secretary 
Ronaldo Puno to have him reinstated. 

He asked why Purisima's relief should be 
based on the report of the task force whose 
four members were arrested earlier on 
charges of involvement in extortion in San 
Manuel town. Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


1. Yes to amending 

the 1987 Constitution! 
We are tired of being told to defer amending 
the Charter to an undetermined future. The 
time to do it is now—and to postpone the 
effort would be fatal to our democracy. We 
need to achieve greater political stability—to 
eliminate the extremists’ threat to grab power 
and rule by decree through a junta; we need 
to improve government by making it efficient 
and less costly to operate. And we must propel 
the economy to a sustainable and competitive 
level of growth—so that we can lift our people 
from poverty and build a modern middle class. 


2. Yes to a shift to the 

parliamentary system! 
The presidential system with a bicameral legis- 
lature has failed the Filipino people. The re- 
cord of the past 60 years of presidential gov- 
ernment does not lie: the growing rural and 
urban slums, the widening economic gap be- 
tween rich and poor, the falling quality of 
health care and other basic services, the dete- 
riorating quality of education. The biggest 
proof of all is this: Eight million Filipinos have 
left to seek opportunities abroad. Now is the 
time to discard what has not worked for us, 
and to adopt what will work, as the experience 
of successful nations prove. A comparison with 
our neighbors in Southeast Asia shows that 
the Philippines has lagged behind in develop- 
ment. Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand—all 
with parliamentary governments—are all won- 
drously prosperous. Of the top 20 rich nations 
in the world—including those of Europe, North 
America and Asia—all except the United States 
are under parliamentary governments. 


з. Yes to the abolition of the Senate 

and the House of Representatives! 
The two houses of Congress are the symbols 
of the failings of the bicameral presidential 
system. An investigative report in the Manila 
Standard Today’s March 21, 2006 issue esti- 
mates that the Senate spends an incredible 
P668.4 million in taxpayers’ money to approve 
just one bill! This amount could instead go 
into the building of badly-needed classrooms 
and health-care centers in rural Philippines. 
The same report said the House of Represen- 
tatives approved more than 400 bills—20 of 
them of national application—in the past year, 
but all for nothing without Senate action on 
these bills. In our country, the two-chamber 
legislature produces only monumental paraly- 
sis in law-making and a waste of people's 
money that we can no longer afford. 


4. Yesto creating a 

unicameral parliament! 
The experience of successful parliamentary 
governments in Europe and Asia proves that a 
unicameral parliament is the most efficient way 
to craft laws and policies to drive growth. The 
party in power runs the programs of govern- 
ment; the opposition party provides the checks 
and balances essential for the survival of repre- 
sentative democracy. This is the type of govern- 
ment we want—one based on platform and pro- 
grams and not on celebrity or popularity. A one- 
house parliament in a parliamentary system 
requires party discipline and adherence to party 
ideals. It will eliminate opportunistic party- 
Switching and make political parties responsible 
and transparent in their actions.. 


5. Yes to a people's in 

to amend the Constitution! 
After two months of intensive consultations with 
our people, we have become absolutely certain 
that Filipinos want a shift to the parliamentary 
system of government. This is the cry every- 
where—both in our big cities and in our small- 
town barangays. The Senate and the House of 
Representatives still cannot agree on how to 
amend the Charter. They cannot continue to 
disagree on this issue until kingdom come. 

When leaders refuse to lead, we 
have one last resort in seeking Charter 
amendments: our people must take the 
lead! 

When politicians refuse to act out of 
blind ambition, the Filipino people are 
ready to take action! 

We are for people's initiative to 
amend our constitution directly. We call 
on our people in every barangay to 
support this. 

Bangon tayo! Amiendahan ang 
Constitution. Ito ang sigaw ng bayan! 


Sigaw ng Bayan Movement! 
‘Alberto Ong Jr., Alliance for Peace and Improvement (API) John Carlo Masajo, Youth 
for Peace and Development * Sheik Sirad Manggis, Filipino Muslim Democratic 
Alliance « Rey Campanera, Alyansa ng mga Benipisaryo-Baseco + Een de Luna, 
ACTO Transport Groups * Forting Yabut, Masa Bansa • Ruth Vasquez, Babae Para sa 
Kaunlaran * Adel Lazaro, Akbay Pinoy (OFW) Inc. + Benny Casaria, United Filipino 
Seafarers + Leticia Granito, Kaisambayan + Jose Moreno Jr., Kilos Masa • Miguel Manota, 
Kamanggagawa Dr. Dante P. Quines, Monitoring Group of the Philippines « Rolando 
Monel, Kilusan ng Mamamayan Para Sa Matatag ng Republika « DatuAmerolAmbing, 
National Muslim for Peace and Order Council» Basis S. Datu-Linam | Muhader Action 
for Progress and Peace • Danilo Teope, Lakas Pinoy-NCR • Orlan Ravelas, Southern 
Tagalog Alliance for Genuine Empowerment and Services-Calabarzon + Edmundo 
Mission, Alyansa ng Mamamayan ng Rizal + Joven Pajora, PAROLA * Sergio Tolentino 
Jr, World War Il Legionaries of the Philippines + Gerald Dequina, Makabagong Peace 
for Progress Movement » Danny Mangahas, Tau Gamma Phi-Quezon City Council + 
Peter Esrael, Tagumpay ng Mamamayan ng Navotas, Inc. * Tessie Lagma-Balboa, 
Mga Bituin ng Kahapon, Ngayon at Kailanman  Elas Beltran, Angat Antas Kabuhayan 
Pilipino Movement Ace Balahalay, Kongreso ng Maralitang Pilipino * Romy Reomals, 
Samahang Nagkasia sa Pampanga «Cris Lacsamana, People's Active Determination 
for Equality Rights * Amy Azarcon, Samahan ng Mga Ina sa C: * Zeny Tobias, 
Southern Tagalog Council of Women Cooperatives 
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E Don't drag family in case, 
recovered cash Umale's wife tells Chavit 


Pandacan residents 7° 22a 


By Tina G. Santos and Margaux C. Ortiz 


GASOLINE OVERFLOWED FROM A STOR- 
age tank of Caltex Philippines Thursday 
morning, alarming residents living near the 
Pandacan oil depot. 

A source from the Pandacan Depot Services 
Inc., who requested anonymity saying he was 
not authorized to discuss the incident, said 
the gasoline came from a pipeline in a storage 
farm inside the depot. Caltex officials were 
notimmediately available for comment. 

But he added the problem was immediately 
contained, and there was no oil spill outside the 
depot or the Pasig River. He said oil companies 
used highly sophisticated equipment and im- 
plemented safety measures to avoid accidents. 

‘The depot on the southern bank of the 
Pasig River near the Nagtahan Bridge is main- 
tained by the country's three big oil compa- 
nies. It consists of large manufacturing and 
storage facilities for petrochemicals that are 
connected by pipelines all the way to refiner- 
ies in Batangas province. 

Manila Fire Marshal Pablito Cordeta, who 
checked the situation, said it was not an oil 
spill. “One of the tanks of Caltex overflowed 
but only into the band wall, which is like a 
basin at the base of the tank. This is where ex- 
cess gasoline goes,” Cordeta ‘said. The tank 
contained some 24,000 barrels of ordinary 
gasoline, he added. 

Manila Mayor Lito Atienza said the Caltex 
management denied there was an oil spill. 
“There was just a slight overflow of gasoline. 
According to them depot operations were 
normalized afterwards,” Atienza said. 

Domingo Seposo, chair’ of Barangay 836 
Zone 91, said the incident might have been 
‘caused by negligence of personnel in charge 
of the operations 


Suspended 

Authorities said depot operations were sus- 
pended temporarily and trucks of fillings sta- 
tions were not allowed to enter. Electrical de- 
vices were shut down. Despite the authorities 
assurance that there was no cause for alarm, 
many residents nearly panicked when the news 
spread around the community around 7 a.m. 

"We have been urging the government to 
do something about the oil depot. We are al- 
ways afraid it would blow up,” said Nenita 
Salve, 56. 

Firefighters said a carelessly thrown light- 
ed cigarette could trigger an explosion and 
start a fire in the densely populated Pandacan 
area, They said liquid fuel could also spill to 
the Pasig. The firefighters added that Metro 
Manila did not have the equipment to put out 
fires triggered by accidents at the depot. 

“Accidents will happen no matter how саге- 
ful we are. The Pandacan depot is an accident 
waiting to happen. The repercussions are be- 
yond imagination,” they said. 

‘The city government, particularly the City 
Council, is drafting on an ordinance changing 
the area's classification from industrial. 

Under the Manila Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance of 2005, the 
Pandacan area may be reclassified into com- 
mercial/residential, making it unsuitable for 
the depor's operations. 

“The health, safety and welfare of the pub- 
lic, particularly of residents in the area, is our 
utmost concern,” Councilor Lourdes Isip-Gar- 
cia said in an earlier interview. She said they 
are also concerned about ће depot’s proximi- 
ty to Malacafiang Palace. The Pandacan oil 
depot supplies around 50 percent of Luzon's 
fuel needs and around 82 percent of Metro 
Manila's gasoline and diesel requirements. It 
is considered vital to national security and is 
heavily guarded. 


Precaution 

Supt. Rogelio Rosales, Manila Police Dis- 
trict (MPD) Station 10 chief, said the Panda- 
can incident “was just part of the depots reg- 
ular operations." He told the Тишек resi- 
dents complained of nausea caused by an 
overpowering smell of oil. 

Rosales said security officer Oscar dela 
Cruz told police the container that was being 
refilled probably still had some oil left, caus- 
ing it to overflow. "But there was a catch basin 
at the bottom of the container that ensured 
there was no spill,” Rosales said. 

"Depot officials said overflowing was a normal 
occurrence, and they had safety precautions to 
prevent any untoward scenarios,” Rosales said, 
adding the incident lasted only 10 minutes. 

The police official said the MPD's Task 
Force Pandacan was ensuring the safety of the. 
area and surrounding barangay. Three round- 
the-clock checkpoints were maintained near 
the depot and the inner and outer perimeters 
were patrolled regularly. 
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EVER TRIED SENDING YOUR 
DAUGHTER HER “BAON” 
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| By Edson C. Tandoc Jr 
and Norman Bordadora 


SPARE THE FAMILY. 

Clarissa Umale, wife of slain business- 
man Leonardo Umale, asked yesterday 
Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson not 
to drag their family into the case. 

| won't give Chavit the opportunity to 
malign my husband and my family" she 
told reporters. She was reacting to 
Singson's statement that she should also 
be investigated in connection with her 
husband's murder because Umale had a 
first wife, with whom he had two sons 
and two daughters. Clarissa admitted 
her husband and his first wife were to- 
gether for 15 years. She married Umale 
after he and his first wife separated. 

"For the record I have not met her 
(first wife) and 1 have no intention of 
meeting her,” Clarissa said, wondering 
why Singson dragged the family into the 
case. Umale's first wife Magdalena San- 
tos arrived from abroad on Sunday after 
leaning about what happened. She told 
the InquIRER yesterday she also wanted 
to monitor personally the investigation 
and prayed for justice for her former hus- 
band. “We just hope... they would spare 
our children from intrigues,” Magdalena 
said. 

‘She was reluctant to give interviews, 
fearing the family would be put at the 
center of the controversy. She confirmed 
Clarissa's statement that they had not 


Fight over recovered с 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


THE TUG-OFWAR FOR THE P49,000 
rescuers recovered from a stampede vic- 
tim in Pasig City last month is moving to 
a courtroom. 

The family of Virginia Javierto, 81, 
who was killed with her daughter during 


met. Magdalena left the country after 
she separated from Umale, but three of 
their children, including Tintin, stayed 
with their father. 

Tintin, 30, told the Inguinen she was 
just three years old when her parents 
separated. She said she and her siblings 
grew up with their stepmother, with 
whom Umale had two more daughters. 

"We did not have any problems... Our 
stepmother treated us like her own chil- 
dren," Tintin said. She welcomed the ar- 
rival of her mother and sister Cathy, who 
she said had not seen her father "for a 
very long time.” Clarissa said Magdalena 
had not seen her former husband and 
children “for about 26 years.” 

Umale was shot by four armed men as 
he was about to enter his Pearl Plaza 
Building in Pasig City last week with 
‘Tintin and Clarissa. Clarissa said Singson 
was behind the murder. Denying the alle- 
gation, Singson cited nine cases that he 
said might have motivated the killing. He 
also said one of Umale's sons was in- 
volved in the Valle Verde Gang, an al- 
leged group of car thieves. 

Clarissa defended her stepson, saying 
he was cleared of any involvement in the 
case. "Why would he do that? We have. 
many cars. And all our cars are regis- 
tered,” Clarissa said. 

Singson denied Clarissa's claim that 
he was the only one with an axe to grind 
against the businessman. “If I have 100 
enemies, Umale has 1,000," he said. 


the stampede at the Philsports Arena, is 
preparing charges against the family of 
stampede vietim Aurora Soriano, 56, to 
whom Pasig City Mayor Vicente Eusebio 
handed the recovered cash. 

“They (Soriano family) refuse to re- 
turn our mother’s money. We will file 
estafa and perjury charges against 
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PERFECT SPOT 


game. 


Chess players find that even the sidewalk along Tejeron Street in Makati City could be an ideal spot to play the 
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them,” Javierto's son Rizaldy told the In- 
QUIRER yesterday. 

Eastern Police District investigation 
head Chief Insp. Rolly Vilar had declared 
the Soriano family “wrongly received” 
the cash. Rizaldy and three of his siblings 
went to the police station yesterday to 
reiterate their claim. 


РО2 Arman Valenzuela said, when 
they called up Soriano's daughter Shirley 
yesterday, she said she would just face 
the Javierto family in court. 

“Shirley said they already had a 
lawyer,” Valenzuela added. Shirley told 
the police earlier they had already spent 
half of the amount. 


ash at Ultra stampede moves to court 


Pasig City Rescue volunteer Candy 
Lacno found the money in the pocket of 
an elderly woman holding a sky blue 
bag. Lacno found Soriano identifica- 
tion card inside the bag which enabled 
her to locate Soriano's children. The cash 
was later handed over to Soriano’s son 
Lovinsky in Eusebio's presence. 
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Half of MMDA's 2006 
budget goes to waste 


By Tarra V. Quismundo happy with the outcome of the 
budget hearing... there was no 
opposition from the congress- 
men...” he said. But MMDA 
General Manager Robert Na- 
cianceno said the agency could 
require more than double the 
budget allocation, about P1 bil- 
lion, to dispose of Metro Mani- 
la's garbage. Operators of faci 
ties where the MMDA brought 
the garbage were asking for 
higher tipping fees. 

The MMDA, which is tasked 
to dispose of the metros 
garbage, currently uses the 
Montalban Solid Waste Dispos- 
al Facility in Rodriguez, Rizal; 
Clark Development Corpora- 
Чоп in Capas, Tarlac; and con- 
trolled dumps in Navotas and 
Payatas, Quezon City, for rough- 
1y 4,000 tons of garbage collect- 
ed daily. 


ALMOST HALF OF THE TOTAL 
budget this year of the Metropol 
tan Manila Development Author- 
ity (MMDA) would be spent on 
garbage. 

Congress approved Tuesday а 
2006 budget of 1.095 billion 
for MMDA, slightly higher than 
last year's P1.086 billion. The 
biggest share, P487 million, of 
this year’s budget will go to 
garbage disposal, the MMDA 
announced yesterday. Some 
P298 will be spent on flood con- 
trol, and P177 million on traffic 
management. The remaining 
P133 million will be for foreign 
assisted projects. 

MMDA Assistant General 
Manager for Finance Edenison 
Fainsan said the budget was ap- 
proved without cuts. "We are 
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Not a bright move 


ATRICYCLE driver stole the engine of 
his neighbor's motorcycle and tried to 
sellit to the same person the next 
бау. His victim wasn't amused. 
Homer Bacal was arrested for al- 
legedly stealing the engine block of 
his neighbor Rodolfo Aplacador's 
motorcycle in front of the latter's 
home in East Fairview, Quezon City, 
before dawn of March 20, police said. 
The next day, Bacal knocked on his 
neighbor's door offering to sell an engine block, according to a report by in- 
vestigator PO2 Gregorio Maramag. When Aplacador inspected the motorcy- 
cle part, he was shocked to find that it looked like the one he had lost. Turn- 
ing the engine around, he saw familiar scratches that he had made on the 
engine block. He showed the marks to Bacal and immediately called а ро- 
iceman neighbor, 5РОЗ Rodolfo Quintero, who arrested the suspect, police 
‘said. Upon learning the news, a witness, Larry Bernaldez, told police he had 
seen Bacal detach the engine from Aplacador's motorcycle using а 
wrench. 


Work of amateur 

THE POLICE ARRESTED yesterday a 25-year-old man linked to the abduc- 
tion of his neighbor inside ther posh Quezon City village the other night. А 
police officer familiar with the case but who declined to be identified de- 
Scribed the alleged Kidnapping as “amateurish.” Police operatives arrested 
Sherwyn Ang, a resident of the Corinthian Gardens, early morning Thurs- 
бау, confirmed Deputy Director General Oscar Calderon, chief of the Presi- 
ential Anti-Crime and Emergency Response (Pacer), the elite anti-Kdnap- 
ping unit of the police. At 11 p.m. on Wednesday, Ang and his girlfriend, 
Michelle Lu allegedly kidnapped Wiliam How, 57, a businessman, while he 
was jogging inside the vilage, police said. They forced him into a Toyota 
Corolla with plate NO. URX-720 and took How ater to a vacant house on 
Tabuena Street, where Ang also lived, The suspects had demanded a P20 
millon ransom and then left him. The victim able to escape yesterday, and 
with the assistance of Pacer and village security personnel, Ang was arrest- 
4 after How identified the abductor' car. The manhunt for Lu is ongoing, 
police said. Luige A. del Puerto 


Down with bill ads 

TO SHOW that the Valenzuela City 

government was bent on putting or- 

der in ай major roads and other ar- 

eas, ай legal bilboards and other 

signs would be dismantled and mo- 

torcades would no longer be allowed 

during weekdays. These were the or- 

ders of City Mayor Sherwin 

Gatchalian to members of the city's 

clean and green brigade. The city has an existing ordinance regulating the 
installation and display of streamers, billboards and advertising signs along 
major roads, parks and open spaces. Gatchallan added that to avoid clutter 
in the city's major thoroughfares, the holding of ‘motorcades particularly 
during weekdays would not be encouraged. Nancy C. Carvajal 


Man dies after setting bed on fire 

АМАМ died after he allegedly set his bed on fire on Wednesday in Navotas. 
Police Supt. Genesis Tolejano identified the victim as Edmund Arellano, 20, 
0129 Adelfa St, Merville Subdivision. Members of his family immediately 
put out the fire and rushed the victim to the Tondo Medical Center and Gen- 
bral Hospital for treatment, but Arellano died on the way. "Although the vic- 
tim had burns ай over his body, the cause of his death has yet to be deter- 
mined through an autopsy.” Tolejano said. initial investigation showed that 
The victim, who was reported to have a mental disability, was alone in his 
тоот when the incident happened. Detalls on what Areliano allegedly used 
to start the fire were not immediately avallable. Nancy C. Carvajal 


PNPA alumni homecoming 

ALUMNI of the Philippine National Police Academy will hold its 26th annual 
homecoming on March 24 and 25 at the PNPA grounds In Camp Castaieda 
in Stang, Cavite. The thrust of the traditional homecoming shall be more on 
bonding and camaraderie of familles of every alumnus, according to Super- 
intendent Romulo Sapitula, president ofthe PNPA Batch ‘86, which together 
with Batch '96, are hosts of this year's event. Chief Inspector Shiela Porten- 
to is the president of Batch '96 alumni. This year's hosts also Initiated the 
adopt-a-classroom program to help the academy bull a state-of-the-art 
classroom for PNPA cadets. Distinguished alumni, as well as those who 
passed the Career Civil Service Executive and Bar ‘examinations, shall be 
presented the “Lakan Awards" during the program. 
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Time and commitment determine the strength of partnership... 


89 M 
FROM MILITARY MACHINE TO FISH SANCTUARY 
The US Navy plans to sink this famed Vietnam-era aircraft carrier 
Oriskany this May as the world’s largest intentionally-created reef. ғ 


EU blacklists 95 
unsafe airlines 


BRUSSELS—THE ^ EUROPEAN based in Africa and there are blan- 
Union approved Wednesday a ket bans on airlines from the Demo- 
first-ever joint blacklist of nearly cratic Republic of Congo, Sierra 
100 mostly African airlines con- Leone, Equatorial Guinea, Liberia 
sidered to be unsafe, їп a move and Swaziland. 
spurred bya spate of fatal crashes The few companies not from 
last year. Africa are based in Afghanistan, Kyr- 

The list, which goes into effect on улап, North Korea and Thailand. 
| saturday, bans 92 airlines from ply- Although some of the banned 
ing EU skies all together and puts re- до not currently fly to 


com i 
strictions on another three from fly- the EU, the list will have a "preven- H ‚| | 
wu eC uet aedis ...like the 35 years of partnership Sandoz has with doctors and 


the 25-nation bloc. trying to enter the European market. tii inT ication. 
“The European Union now has a іл the future by such means as offer- patients B eradication 


coherent approach to banning air- ing their planes for charter flights, 
lines" Transp tissic id Barrot's Stefaan zx А 3 "nn " 5 
ы т сш керни in 1968, revolutionized TB treatment with Rifampicin discovery and in 2005, Sandoz pioneered 

Jacques Barrot said. De Rynck. pi гу Pi 

Ear dd keep i. However, а den Anti-TB Fixed-Dose Combinations for children in the Philippines. 
airlines out of Europe. It will also that it was considering cing ай 
make sure that all airlines operating available to countries whose airlines 
SERRE EU месат А SANDOZ A committed partner for over 35 years in TB eradication 

EU member states were stungin- “We are ready to consider finan- overs Heatheare Phippines, Inc, Asion Rainsaronce Building, Salcedo cor. Gonboo Street, Legespi Vilage, Makati Cty 1229 — Tel Мо: 8159371 Fax Мо: 8934166 
to action after a string of deadly ac- cial aid, within the framework of de- 
cidents last year that highlighted the velopment: ‘aid, to help these compa- 
fragmented approach to air safetyin nies get up to date on security 
the 25-nation bloc. rules," Development Commissioner 

The blacklist will work on the Louis Michel said. = —— ý 5 
principle that an airline banned in То draw up the lis, member " (intel? 
опе EU member will be outlawed in states submitted their individual ai 
the whole bloc and the European roster of companies considered un- 
‘Commission is to be charged with safe and experts then voted on 
keeping the roster up to date. which airlines should be included 

Most ofthe carriers on the list are on an overall EU list. лт HEART OF TECHNOLOGY 
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Gambia says it foiled coup plot 


Sambia says it foiled conp Plot, „...., superior technology, reliable service. | 


coup plot led by the country's defense chief and arrested most of those in- 
volved, except the military ringleader who was on the run. An official state- i 9 
Se ee See MEE WRAP cyst rr Кенмеки» with a 2-year Global Warranty ond 0% monthly 
dent Yahya Jammeh had cut short trip to Mauritania late on Tuesday and installments for 12 months. Plus with innovative mobile performance, 
returned home. The government named new defense and intelligence chiefs 8 
in an apparent purge of the top security posts in the impoverished former user-friendly design, and superb service anytime and anywhere, ASUS 
British colony, which depends on peanut farming, fishing and tourism for its notebooks give you an amazing edge in technology 
livelihood. The tiny state is а narrow sliver extending along the Gambia river, 
sandwiched between north and south halves of Senegal. Opponents accuse 
Jammeh of a range of human rights abuses as well as rigging previous elec- Lightweight Notebook 4 on 
tions. He opened his campaign for the 2001 presidential polls by saying he ea 
had already won and threatening to shoot anyone who disrupted polling. 

Reuters 


Afghan Christian convert faces death 
KABUL— Under mounting international pressure over the case of a man fac- 
ing the death penalty for converting to Christianity, Afghanistan said on 
Wednesday its judiciary alone would decide the case. US President George 
W. Bush said he was deeply troubled by the case of Abdur Rahman, who an 
Afghan judge said this week had been jailed for converting from Islam to 
Christianity and could face the death penalty if he refused to become a Mus- z 
lim again. Death is one of the punishments stipulated by Sharia, or Islamic Pentium M73017 Ghir Р 7,991.67/то 
law, for apostasy. The Afghan legal system is based on a mix of civil and Ine 91SM Express i2 months O% Interest 
Sharia law. "We in Afghanistan have the prosecutor who observes the law ^ 1580012513 Mt r 
and the court that executes it. Whatever the court orders will be executed as EE Fens M740 17 Gtx Wireless LAN 80211 big 
the court is independent," said Mahaiuddin Baluch, a religious affairs advis- 60 GB HDD 512 DDR2/S33 MHz 440-1 Cord Reader 
«er to President Hamid Karzai. Reuters DVD/CD-RW Combo Dii DVD/CD-RW Combo Drive 60 G8 HOD 2 3x та Pre 1394 
А M Wireless LAN 802.11 b/g DVD/CD-RW Combo Drive — Windows XP Home 
Fat man walking = аи ал Cord Rader 121" WIGA 15ks. 
NEW YORK—Steve Vaught's quest to shed the dozens of kilos of fat he pud 4158, | xIEEE 13%4 Embedded Intel 916M 
was lugging around began with a single step, as did his one-man expedi- каны Widows IP Hone 
tion to cross America on foot. Vaught, who began his trek last April in e. 156 
Oceanside, California, has so far covered more than 3,700 km—the last PA,65833/mo р5,491.67/то 
leg to New York with freezing Midwestern winds snapping at his back. As i2months Ox interest @ r2 months O% interest 
the miles have mounted, so too has interest in : 
‘Vaught, a sort of slow-motion, portly, country- وټ ڪي‎ 
crossing Forrest Gump doppleganger. Sup- 
porters have tracked his progress through his Pentium M 740 17 GHz. Wireless LAN 802.11 b/g 
website, logging hundreds of thousands of 512 DORIS Miz 4-in-1 Cord Reader Я 
hits, while others have watched him inter- 60 GB Hord Disk Drive 31 USB, Ix IEEE 1394 сано 
Viewed on Oprah Winfrey's TV show. In Ameri- E Swoppble Bx DID Dol (DVO Wide) Вне M 
са, where obesity has become а national con- 1 IGA WindowsXP Home een 
cern, his appeal is as broad as he was heavy P 966.67/mo кайдай nel ISG 1s -m 
when he began the journey he hoped would panar, imad rad 
help not only shed pounds, but the mindset. е =_= 451 Cord andar 
that led to his weight gain. The 39-year-old ex- Ы LN 14 
Marine, who is married and has two children, = " и 
sald on his blog earlier this month: When | ветно berger P 10,833.33/mo WindowsXP Hone 
first started this walk ! weighed around 184.5 kg and | was carrying an 35- 512 0080533 ИН: 31 USB, 1r IEEE 1394 еле months Ow interest — 2.6 hgs, 
Ig backpack Crossing ОО, some si weis from is goa to reach Now ся Eie 
York, he wrote: "Now | weigh 133 kg and | am carrying a pack that weighs r 
only 13.5 kg. That is an overall reduction of almost 79 kg off of my feet. So Intel Graphics Медо sensor?) WindowsXP Home 
it will only get easier from here.” AP «вно Вайна Wb Com (1.3 ое а) 
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US student nets $1M from poker tourney S NC " 


ST. PAUL, Minnesota—Newiy minted poker milionair Mike Sehnederhas Ec? ==” тетен 

‘one regret about how he spent his spring break: He didn't get to see much ЗР, ison Vater O usine 

ot the Caribbean. But Schneider has a million other reasons to be happy. { Á ASUS SERVICE CENTER: | „1897192, 

The 22-year-old University of Minnesota student won $1 milion in a high- SEE „ cash 

stakes Limit Hold'em poker tournament on a Caribbean cruise last Friday. Come and see our products at the ASUSWORLD, | An Snare 
instead of exploring the Cayman Islands with the other passengers during F ¢ i ozone, dih floor, Eos ENEA BS 
e er naera ЫШЫ | MeN | Шр m 

the sun so he would be in good form for the nail-biting tournament, which Activity Center from March 15-April 2, 20061, rezone LL — —' 
lasted five to eight hours a day. The soft-spoken student has been playing — | м 1 6128976 3 eget u, 

poker professionally for a couple of years, but he took the cruise with а (ore E ES Bete tcl 
Group of buddies to relax—not play. He ended up borrowing some of the ons, il Ne 2 тг ia е) tac 
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Bird flu pandemic seen not imminent 
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ROOSTER in cage: Not so fearsome? 
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NEW YORK—TWO GROUPS OF RESEARCHERS, 
inJapan and in Holland, say they have discovered 
why the avian flu virus is rarely if ever transmit- 
ted from one person to another. 

The reason, the researchers 
propose, is that the cells bearing 
the type of receptor the avian 
virus is known to favor are clus- 
tered in the deepest branches of 
human respiratory tract, 


the 
keeping it from spreading 


coughs and sneezes. Human flu 
viruses typically infect cells in the 


р 


ac 


upper respiratory tract. 
The avian virus would need to 
accumulate many mutations in 
its genetic material before it 
could become a pandemic strain, 
said Yoshihiro Kawaoka, a virolo- 
gist atthe University of Tokyo and 
the University of Wisconsin. 
According to a University of 
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Wisconsin news release approved 
by Kawaoka, “The finding sug- 
gests that scientists and public 
health agencies worldwide may 
have more time to prepare for an 
eventual pandemic.” 

Kawaoka's finding is being 
published in Thursday's issue of 
Nature, and a similar finding, by 
Thijs Kuiken and colleagues at 
the Erasmus Medical Center in 
Rotterdam, Netherlands, appears 
in this week's Science. 

Flu experts already knew that 
people who contract the current 


avian flu virus, a type 


Paul A. Offit, a virol 


other. 
Virologists agree th 


YOUNG supporters of Belarus’ opposition leat 


freezing weather in a rally in central Minsk, Belarus, March 23. 


Overnight vigil 


(HSN1) or HS for short, are in- 
fected in the lower lung. 


Children's Hospital of Philadel- 
phia, said the new reports helped 
explain why the H5 virus, though 
it can infect people, does not easi- 
ly spread from one person to an- 


demic will happen sooner or later 
as one of the 16 types of flu virus 
їп the animal world, probably 
one that infects birds, will man- 


known as A age to switch hosts, and grow and 
spread in humans. But they differ 
over whether HS is the likeliest 
candidate to make such a switch. 

The H5 virus has been present 
in the human population since the 
late 19505, said Offit of Children's 
Hospital, but has never acquired 
the full set of mutations needed to 
set off a pandemic. Such epidemi- 
ological evidence “should make us 
feel safe that there's a substantial 
barrier,” he said, noting the small 
number of people who have been 
infected. 


logist at the 


ata flu pan- 


der Alexander Milinkevich take part amid 
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s protesting 


vote defy Belarus authorities 


MINSK, BELARUS—BY MIDNIGHT, AS THE 
temperature dropped ever lower and morn- 
ing twilight was still five hours off, the core of 
Belarus’ public opposition assumed its shape 
in the darkness. 

It was about 300 people, arms interlocked 
and forming a small, dense square, stomping 
оп the frozen ground under a police cadres 
contemptuous gaze. Behind them, inside 
their human box, another group of demon- 
strators held their banned flags overhead, a 
thicket of banners over 20 small tents. At any 
moment, the demonstrators said, they expect- 
ed the police to rush forward, beat them with 
clubs and drag them off to the detention cells. 
‘And then their protest would end in blood. 

All of them said they were ready. “They 
may attack and beat us and inflict great trau- 
ma," said Stepan Svidersky, 18, a student. 
“But we have already achieved a result: We 
have shown our country that we are not 
afraid to stand against arbitrary rule." 

Since a rigged presidential election on 
March 19, the capital of Belarus has seen a 
protest like none in 12 years of President 
Alexander G. Lukashenko's autocratic grip. 
For four consecutive days, protesters have de- 
fied warnings of arrest and bloodshed and 
stood in a comer of October Square to de- 


1 manda new race. 


Their numbers rise to several thousand 


each evening, as they form a rally and im- 


promptu dance party on the edge of an ice 
rink, and then dwindle, hour by hour, until 
midnight, when this core stands through the 
night, in two lines, to hold the place for the 
next day. 

Mostly they are young men in their 20s. A 
few look too young to shave. But since Tues- 
day night, when the opposition’s leaders be 
gan to disagree about how best to proceed in 
their effort to unseat a president they do not 
recognize, this all-night core has become an 
independent force in a quixotic struggle. 

After midnight, the protesters occupied а 
portion of Belarus, a country of 10 million 
people the size of Kansas, that was no larger 
than а 50-yard square. 

It was a country within. They danced on its 
cold stone. They handed out tea. They said 
they would not give it up. 

"We consider this camp to be the only 
means to defend our position,” Vitaly Ko- 


Wal-Mart to hire 


SHENZHEN, CHINA—WAL-MART STORES 
Ine. plans to hire 150,000 people in China 
over the next five years, five times the number 
it currently employs here, as it prepares for a 
major store expansion. 

Joe Hatfield, chief executive of Wal-Mart 
Asia, who has worked at the world's biggest re- 
tailer for more than 30 years and was its first 
employee in China in 1994, said on Sunday the 
‘company plans to open 20 stores in the country 
this year and is racing to train more staff so that 
it can speed up growth, 

“We're really going to ramp this up,” Hatfield 
told Reuters in an interview while touring stores 


П Ё 


rotysh, 22, one of the coordinators of the rally. 
said at 3:30 a.m. "If necessary it will stand for 
years. And if they break it up, 1 think on the. 
next day the people will be back." NYT 


a 
How not to freeze 

or be arrested 

| while on protest 


MINSK—HOW TO SPEND THE NIGHT 
in a protest rally and not freeze, or bring 
food to protestors and not be molested 
by the police? Ask those Belarussian | 
websites not yet shut down by the au- 
thorities. 

As hundreds of mostly young people. 
camped out on the main square of Min- 
sk to protest the Sunday election that 
saw authoritarian President Alexander 
Lukashenko claim victory, many people 
were afraid to bring out water and food 
for fear of being arrested, the United 
Civilian party website said. 

“Do not be rude when the police are 
around, do not provoke them to use 
force. If food and thermal containers 
are confiscated, ask the police to proto- 
col it, as it is your personal property. 
You can record your conversation with 
them, but warn them beforehand," the 
website advised. 

‘As for those already out in the square 
but seeking not to freeze, philosopher 
Valentin Akudovich shared his own ex- 
perience in the tent camp on the Kho- 
pits (Enough!) website 

‘According to Akudovich, protesters 
should cover and line tents with plas- 
tic, make sure they have warm blan- 
kets, several pairs of socks and drink 
hot tea, coffee or gravy to keep from 
freezing. 

They should also sleep in a warm 
hat, preferably a knit one, with their 
head to the tent flap so that they could 
get out quickly in case of attack, Aku- 
dovich added. АЕР 


150,000 in China 


in Shenzhen, Wal-Mart's China headquarters. 

"The Bentonville, Arkansas-based retailer cur- 
rently has $6 stores in China, putting it behind 
other global chains such as France's Carrefour, 
which had 78 at the end of 2005. 

Wal-Mart did not even register enough sales 
to crack the top 30 on the Ministry of Com- 
merce list of the biggest retailers in China, re- 
leased last month. 

That looks set to change. 

“We're going to be growing in ай directions," 
Hatfield said, adding that new stores were 
planned for both the major metropolises and 
the smaller cities. Reuters 
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POC to seek crucial 
meeting with Arroyo 


By Marc Anthony Reyes country’s preparation for the Asiad. 
Mr. Arroyo recently announced 
THE COUNTRY'S TOP SPORTS his decision to stop raising funds for 
officials will seek a make-or- the countrys athletes in the wake of 
break meeting with First Gentle- criticisms he received for rewarding 
man Jose Miguel “Mike” Arroyo the gold medalists of the last South- 
next week in a bid to woo him east Asian Games with a trip to 
back as chief fund-raiser of the Hong Kong and for joining the cele- 
Philippine campaign in the Asian bration atop the ring following 
Games in Qatar, this December. Manny Pacquiao's win over Erik 
Philippine Olympic Committee Morales in the US last January. 
secretary general Steve Hontiveros The First Gentleman earlier 
yesterday said the decision was raised P160 millon for the SEAG 
prompted by Mir Arroyo's failure to campaign last December which 
respond to the letter of appeal they proved key to the country’s break- 
sent him two weeks ago. through overall victory in the 11-na- 
Hontiveros said POC president tion biennial competition. 
Jose “Peping” Cojuangco and first  Puentevella said the country’s 


g ? f ГА vice president and chief Mala- Asiad preparation is in danger be- 
LOSING IS BAD ENOUGH AS IT IS. - “Gang Rep. Monico Puemmevel. cause there are по funds yet or the 
But the way Barangay Ginebra has dropped its last two games 4 v ү qoe. Ja will be joined by Philippine Sports international exposure of some 100 
makes this losing streak hurt even more. М Î Commission chair Butch Ramirez in athletes expected to see action in 
The Gin Kings, a | STANDINGS tered token resistance. the meeting which could affect the е ‘Qatari capital, Doha. 
high-profile, highscor- | Coca-Cola in a 73-56 decision 
ing side who have | purefoods Wednesday night. p 
been way offtargetthe | Rog Bull Those two Ginebra ч REAL ESTATE SEMINAR & REVIEW 
past week Кюри Даа а 4 3 , In preparation for the 
ohr ahen ey bai. | San Miguel Wu d te fuer 3 у " Real Estate Broker's Licensure Exam !! 
te Air21 in the Gran | Опера, need to recover fast, p å E Choose from З sections below !! Time: 1:15 to 6:45 РМ 
Matador Brandy.PBA KM ee starting with their 7:35 qr 45 1 Max's Rest. Glorietta 2 Makati — Mar 28, Apr 4, 18,25, May 2,9 
Philippine ов eimi- | AoT ION m collision with the $ Max's Rest. Gateway, Cubao QC—Mar 30, Apr 6,20, 27, May 4, 11 
nations at the Cuneta | Express, t0 тезле RED Bulls Cyrus Baguio and Larry Fonacier harass SLR's Alex Cabagnot Max's Rest. Glorietta 2 Makati — Apr 1, 8,22, 29 May 6, 13 
Astrodome. тити: confidence im their л ^ gmot | For more details, call 681-0928 or email: urbanet@pacific.net.ph 
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Paras Beenie Е 


{ = Auction Dates: 
suits up e March 31 - April 3, 2006 
for UP SEE a STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP. 


again í EET \ Inspection Dates: 


BENJIE PARAS, THE 
only man to win both. 
top rookie and MVP 
honors in the PBA in 
the same year, suits up 
for University of the 
Philippines Maroons in 
the Total-Filoil-Flying 
V Homegrown Cup 
that gets off the 
ground tomorrow at 
the San Juan gym. I 

Paras, who was 
both Rookie of the P бозан 
Year and MVP in | cron 
1989, will be joined БУРУ SF 
in the UP lineup by 
Yeng Guiao, the Red 
Bull coach. 

Letran and La 
Salle clash in the 
alumni game that 
precedes the high 
‘school encounter be- 
tween Ateneo and 
San Beda. 

Globe and Shell 
Aviation, Fuels and 
Asphalt are the spon- 
sors of the tourna- 
ment which is also 
backed by Sunbolt, тып 
Immuvit, Accel, Ger- мт 
туз Grille, Bank of 4^ 
Commerce, Banco de А 
Oro, Security Bank, P 
X-24, Millennium. 
Plans, PBCom and 
Solar Sports. 

The weekend tour- 
ney offers P80,000 to 
thechampionand Ё Ys Кшз pease cal 
P40,000 to the run- E кані m 
ner-up. Former La Iz (02)984-6744 + (02)084-6753 * (02)984-0215/16 
Salle coach Virgil — 

Villavicencioiscom- p ж Es s Trucks & Equipment Financing available thru: 
missioner, Anthony и : ‘ORIX METRO Leasing & Finance Corp. Tel (02) 858-8888 
Suntay is project. un i peeps 0 

head and David Du- reis Emai us: ifogaoctoninmalinta com * Visit our website: www auctoninmalnta com. 


: ut. Laban, laban 
uer i sa. Petron Rev-X! = 


pamm, X-pert sa makina, X-tra ang kita. 
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Valencia, Iligan part ways 


VALENCIA CITY—SOUTHERN DIVISION 
leaders Valencia Golden Harvest and Iligan 
Crusaders part ways in the 2006 National 
Basketball Conference when they clash at 6 
pm. today at the city gym here. 

‘The presence of experienced players like 
last years MVB Christian Nicdao, Derrick. 
Hubalde and Marlon Kalaw makes the Fire- 
fiy Lightings-backed Crusaders of Mayor 
Lawrence Cruz the favorites to prevail 

The Golden Harvest of Mayor Jose 
Galario Jr. pins its hopes on 2003 NBC Find 
ofthe Year Julius Navales, 6-foot-7 Nat Cruz 


Benilde, FEU gain semis 


DEFENDING CHAMPION ST. BENILDE AND 
1999 titlist Far Eastern U booked the final 
two Luzon berths to the Boracay stage of 
the 10th Nestea Beach Volley Champi- 
onships after bouncing back from losses in 
their morning matches yesterday. 

St Benilde stopped the University of the 
Philippines, 25.21, after bowing to St. Francis of 
‘Assisi, 25-17, while FEU made up for a 25-21 loss 
to Adamson in the morning with a 25-21 decision 


and rookie Fil-Am Bo Cummings, a 6-foot-S 
center from the University of Manila Hawks. 
"tts good that we are hosting them and 
not the other way around,” said Valencia 
mentor Arvin Martinez. 
Valencia beat expansion team Pagadian, 


780-77, last week at the opening of the south- 


егп tournament, while the Crusaders, man- 
aged by Freddie Siao, toppled the North 
Cotabato Braves of Gov. Manny Piñol, 96- 
78, in their home debut. 

Spring Cooking OilParafaque and 
Batang Tagaytay lead the northern division. 


of La Salle at the La Salle Green Hills sand court. 

Both wound up with 3-1 records to advance to 
the semifinals of the annual event set May 4 to6. 

St. Francis and Adamson swept their first three. 
assignments to secure the first two Luzon slots. 
"The Doves and the Falcons were disputing the 
‘Luzon championship at presstime. 

"The four squads actually represented Luzon 
last year in the tournament that offers P100,000 
each to the men's and women's champions. 


HANS Rey displays his wares. 
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World bike champ struts 
stuff in RP cycling exhibit 


By Jasmine W. Payo such as jerseys and posters signed by pros 
and world champions willbe on display. 
Mechanics and technical experts will 
be on tap to answer questions on bike 
maintenance and riding techniques in 
the event presented by the Terry Larraza- 
bal Bike Festival and Powerbikes. 
Inducted to the Mountain Biking Най 
of Fame in 1999, the 39-year-old Rey— 
nicknamed "No Way Rey—has been 
performing in stunts ín over 40 countries 
including events such as the X Games. 


WORLD CHAMPION RIDER HANS REY 
will show what he can do with the bike at 
the first Philippine Cycling Exhibit at 4 
pm. on Sunday at the Powerplant Mallin 
Rockwell, Makati City. 

The demo will be the highlight of a 
three-day bike exhibit that will start to- 
morrow. The cycling show will feature 
sports equipment, from road bikes to 
BMX to mountain bikes, Memorabilia 


SPORTSWATCH 


Teams welcome in Coach E cagefest 
‘SCHOOL, VILLAGE AND CLUB TEAMS CAN JOIN THE COACH E SUMMER 
Basketball Tournament slated May 2 at clubsixtifty in Libis, Quezon City, and at 
Xavier Schoo! in Greenhills, San Juan. The organizing International Basketball 
Academy said individual entries and small groups have already registered for 
the tournament. IBA president Xavy Nunag yesterday said there wil be a sepa- 
rate 11-and-under division in the tournament which mainly caters to cagers 
from 6 to 16 years old. Nunag said another registration day is set this Saturday 
from 10am. to 5 p.m. at the clubsbetifty. Interested individuals and groups 
may cal 631-1195 or 0921-7562639. Participants will also get a taste of the 
personalized Coach E approach in the three-day clinic set April 22, 28 and 27. 


Southwoods tennis camp starts April 1 
THE MANILA SOUTHWOODS TENNIS CAMP OPENS 7 
its new season on April 1 with former RP Davis Cup А 
team coach Manny Tecson as lead instructor. The annu- 4 
al camp, sponsored by the Fil-Estate Sports Foundation 

Inc. and Splash Island Water Park in cooperation with 
Metro Rail Transit, the Manila Times, Accel, Gaspeed 

Motor Shop and Wilson Sports, is aimed at developing 

a new generation of tennis players through extensive "9 
and scientific training at The Manila Southwoods E 

Sports Club in Carmona, Cavite, The academy has pro- MANNY Tecson 
duced world-ranked juniors and national champions for the past eight years. 
For inquiries, call (046) 490-0260, (02) 938-9522 or (02) 939-4851. Classes 
for beginners, intermediate, advance and competitive wil be from April 1 to 26 
University of Baguio, Letran, St. Benilde and | forthe first batch and from May 2 to 28 for the second. Training fees are P3,500. 
2002 champion Adamson cornered the slots for 


Luzon in women’s play. 

University of Baguio tripped Adamson, 25-21, 
while Letran sealed its first trip to the national fi- 
nals with a 25-15 win over St. Benilde, which 
bounced back with an aftemoon victory, 25-20, 
over Philippine Christian, to make it. 

Adamson also recovered and advanced with a. 
25-15 win over University of Santo Tomas. 


70 fights scheduled today in Pasay 
ANOTHER BANNER CROWD IS EXPECTED TODAY IN THE "BL GEMINI 
Magic 4-Cock Derby" which blasts off at 6 p.m. at the Pasay City Cockpit with 
70 matches on tap. The derby is sponsored by Sagupaan Complexor 3000 
‘and hosted by 2006 World Slasher Cup runner-up Maj. Bobby Doromal and 
Boy Layag of Pampanga. Topnotch cockers from the PCCA, GCAP and PCAP 
are entered ìn the event. For inquiries, call 843-1890, 843-1746 or 816-6750. 


Bicol entry rules Roligon ‘Largahan’ 


NI 


BICOL NEWCOMER CYRUS HAO WON A TOYOTA VIOS AFTER HIS ENTRY 
“Colleen” posted the fastest winning time in the Largahan 6-Соск Derby at the 
Roligon Mega Cockpit recently. Colleen timed 21 seconds flat in winning a 
fight during the derby's championship round last March 16. Nine other cock- 
ers emerged as co-champions. Host Rolly Ligon will next stage the “Tukaan 5- 
Cock Derby" on April 29, May 2, 4 and 6 with a cash pot of P2 milion and а 
Toyota Innova at stake. For inquiries, call 851-2275, 833-1638 or 852-9812. 


SJC cockfest stakes 5 Honda bikes 

FIVE BRAND-NEW HONDA XRM MOTORCYCLES WILL BE UP FOR GRABS 
inthe "Fastest Win One-Cock Ulutan" which kicks off on Apri 1 atthe San 
Juan Coliseum. Host Aba Badiola said а cash pot of P574,000 wil be given to 
the winners regardless of the actual number of entries, Entry fee в P2200 in 
the cocos sponsored by Sagupaan Complexor 3000. The fastest win cham- 
pion will get a Honda XRM plus P50,000; second to fith placers, one Honda 
XRM each. For inquiries, call 0917-8264018, 725-6563 or 725-5369. 


HEAD TURNER 

‘The formula 3 car of Asian Formula Three young gun 
Dado Peña makes heads turn in the recent Concorso 
Filipino at the Enrique Zobel field of the Manila Polo Club 
in Makati City. Concorso Filipino is an annual showcase of 
exotic and sports cars. Peña, shown with 2005 Ms AF-3 
‘Charmagne de Guzman, will drive anew for Team 
Goddard in this year’s AF3 circuit starting May 6-7 at the 
Batangas Racing Circuit in Rosario, Batangas, under the 
banner of PLDT Мураа (www.mypad.net) PLDT myDSL, 
MOF, Hanjin, Pena у Cia and Speedzone. An international 
cast that includes defending champion Ananda Mikola of 
Indonesia and former champion Christian Jones аге a 
seeing action in the much-awaited series. 
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FIGHT VS ILLEGAL BOOKIES: Ina show of unity and cooperation, sectorsin the local horse racing 
industry led by Мато president Benhur Abalos (seventh from left), have joined forces with Congress. 
and law enforcement agencies in the campaign against the proliferation of illegal “bookies.” Joining 
the crusade are (from let) PRCI EVP Ramon Ereñeta jr, Marho director Butch Mamon, MICI 
president Alfonso Reyno Jr, Marho director Elias Chua, PNP Chief Supt, Antonio Майа, GAB chair 
Eric Buhain, Marho chair Sandy Javier (partially hidden), NBI director Reynaldo Esmeralda, 
Philracom commissioner Eduardo Jose and Marho director Jake Maderazo. 


Marho spearheads drive 
against illegal bookies 


‘THE FIGHT TO WIPE OUT ILLEGAL BOOKIES 


Held last February 25 and 26, 2006 
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in local horseracing got a big boost recently with 
the industry leading players and key law en- 
forcement agencies agreeing to work together, 

The Metropolitan Association of Race Horse 
Owners (Marho), through its president Rep. Ben- 
hur Abalos, is taking the lead in this ambitious 
drive to rid the industry of the bookies and make 
horseracing reach its full potential. 

Several prominent members of Congress, the 
Games and Amusements Board, the National Bu- 
reau of Investigation, the Philippine Racing Com- 
mission, the Philippine National Police and offi- 
cials of the San Lazaro and Santa Ana racetracks 
ave agreed to support the move. 

“Lam confident that with the combined efforts 
of the various industry sectors, the support of 
Congress and the law enforcement agencies, our 
goal of eradicating illegal bookies in horse racing 
may finally be realized,” said Abalos. 

Abalos made a presentation of the major prob- 


Race 1—(OrVTH}—Manlla Magle (4) 
Karma (2), Batter Sirk (3), Speed 


outlining a seres of recommendations that could 
be carried out by various industry sectors. 

Included was a proposal for all groups within 
the industry to police their own ranks and bar 
known bookie personalities and patrons from be- 
‘coming members. 

Jockeys and trainers found to be consorting 
with bookie personalities will be deprived of the 
benefits of the Jockeys and Trainers Funds, 

"The two race clubs were also asked to conduct 
a regular review of the performance of the Board 
of Racing Stewards and provide new incentives 
and safeguards to prevent the OTBs from being 
used as fronts of illegal bookie operations. 

"Also present during the presentation were 
Caloocan City Rep. Luis “Baby” Asistio and Oscar 
Malapitan, Philracom commissioners Eduardo 
Jose, Vergel Cruz and Eduardo Domingo Jr, and 
mew Philippine Jockeys Association head Domin- 
go Vacal. With a report from Musong А. Castillo 


w 
cg uei 1 (ui) oicuStunch 
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Raco 2—(OrvTr)—Doty (4) Doubla Ё 
Your Bet (3), Mr. Lucas (6), 
Princess Adana (2) 

Race 3(0r/TI—Aryoam (11, Angel 
‘of Light (8), Hidden Pleasure (3), 


Tumor (4) 


Race, 6—(PentvOrvTi-—Worth Ur 
Who (3), Apex (1), Tol Honry 
(10), Virgin island (5), Sincenty 


dias Mage (1) 


BYTOP CHOICE 


Rae 6-—408/70)—Му sheikh (2), 
Latin Must (5), C'Est Mot (8), Cool 


2 (1), ac Mo (4) 
Raco 8—(Ponta/OU/Tr-Hukaniln- 
ıgayingay (0), Sver Dolar (5), Olo! 
vet Oct (8), Gelay's Charm (7), 
Beat DHoat (1). 

Race supor GIüUVTr)—Qüyssey 
(12), Koy Element (5), Earth Wing 
Анке), Sweat Talk (10), Luck О! 
The lish 07), Disimelwo 
Dancar/Gun Powdor (8) 
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Amit leads RP 
challenge in 
Asian pool tilt 


THE PHILIPPINES’ FINEST LADY POOL PLAY- 
ers led by double Southeast Asian Games gold 
medalist Rubilen Amit, will see action in the 
Enerva International Ladies Championship 
оп April 25-28. 

Amit and the rest of the RP team will be 
slugging it out with the best in the Asian re- 
sion as the event also aims to prepare Team 

Philippines for the 
Qatar Asiad in Decem- 
ber. 
Puyat Sports Inc., 
Solar Entertainment 
and Nature's Best 
Products Inc. put to- 
gether this tourna- 
ment to give the lady 
pool stars an arena to 
sharpen their skills. 
Sixteen players will 
be seeded to the main 
raw while the next 
16 will be filled up af- 
tera two-day qualifying set April 24 and 25 at 
Paeng's Skybowl. 

Rankings will be determined by the entries 
that sign up and the organizers are expecting 
no less than two-time world champion Kim 
Young-ga of Korea, Zhou Mengmen of China 
and Akimi Kajitani of Japan to play. 

The event will be sanctioned by the Asian. 
Confederation of Billiards Sports and the 
liard and Snooker Congress of the Philip- 
pines. 

It is also the first in a series of events being 
planned to establish a professional ladies tour 
in Southeast Asia with legs in Malaysia, In- 
donesia and Singapore already in the works. 


BAP should 
stop fighting 
a ‘lost cause’ 


FOR THE SAKE OF 
the country and the 
Filipino youth, offi- 
cials of the Basket- 
ball Association of 
the Philippines 
headed by former 
Sen. Joey Ша 
should stop fighting 
а “ost cause" In- 
stead, they should 
accept the fact that 
their organization is 
по longer recognized by the Philippine 
Olympic Committee and that another group, 
Pilipinas Basketball, is set to take its place. 

‘The BAP on Monday said it would file a 
case against the POC at the Lausanne-based. 
Court of Arbitration for Sport, an indepen- 
dent but powerful body that serdes sports 
disputes within national Olympic commit- 
tees, Lina said they were seeking from CAS 
not only the BAPS reinstatement in the POC 
but also a "temporary relief so we can par- 
ticipate in the Asian Games in Doha.” 

Many did not buy the ploy, saying there 
are rules in sports that must be followed to 
ensure peace, faimess and sportsmanship. 
Respect for decisions of officials or those du- 
ly authorized to execute these rules must at | 
all imes be shown. Otherwise, there will be 
conflict and confusion, 

Tris on record that the BAP had neglected 
its duty to promote and develop the dash- 
and-dribble sport in recent years. Horrible 
performances by BAPorganized teams in 
local and international tournaments recent- 
ly have offended millions of Filipinos and 
created a cause for its expulsion from the 
РОС. BAP has no reason to complain after 
its expulsion nor put the blame on POC 
president Jose “Peping” Cojuangco Jr. The 
POC merely implemented the rules govern- 
ing its authority and mandate under the 
Olympic Charter. If the BAP was expelled, it 
was through its own fault 

‘As a result of the ВАР expulsion, the in- 
ternational basketball federation (Fiba) sus- 
pended the Philippines from all Fiba-sanc- 
болей events, including the Southeast 
Asian Games, the Olympics and the Asian 
Games. 

Ihave not seen Cojuangco in months, but 
agree with him when he batted for a “fresh 
заг” and asked cage officials to “focus more 
on new ideas and reforms that would redeem 
the country from the embarrassing output of 
poor leadership.” He added that the POC had 
met the requirements detailed in the Memo- 
randum of Understanding forged between 
the POC and the Fiba, represented by its sec- 
retary general Patrick Baumann. 

‘The MoU named five stakeholders (PBA, 
PBL, UAAR NCAA and Lina) to form a new 
basketball organization before the end of 
this month, Four of the five stakeholders 
have given their go-signal to form the new 
organization, which they called Pilipinas 
Basketball, except for Lina who refused to 
follow the majority. 


‘CONDOLENCE to the family and friends. 
of Leonardo M. Castro, who died recently 
at the age of 53. The president of Bataan 
Security Agency, Castro's remains lie at the 
Nacional Funeral Homes, Araneta. Inter- 
ment will be at 9 a.m. on Sunday. 


|». 


MIAMI'S Shaquille O'Neal (left) takes it on 
the chin from Detroit's Ben Wallace. 
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Starts at 8:30 
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Hot Pistons rip H 


CE HILLS, MICHIGAN—THE 
Detroit Pistons overcame their worst 
shooting performance of the season 
оп Wednesday to beat Eastern Con- 
ference rivals Miami, 82-73, in the 
National Basketball Association. 
Tayshaun Prince and Antonio 
MeDyess took over the offense in the de- 
sive fourth quarter as the Pistons ral- 
lied for the victory over their potential 
playoff foes. 
‘Chauncey Billups had 24 points and 
10 assists for the Pistons, who fought 
back from a 12point third quamer 
deficit. 
In other games, the Philadelphia Six- 
ers downed the Atlanta Hawks, 115- 


sharp. 


1а, Taxi Driver 


Higan City 


2 
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106; the Cleveland Cavaliers nipped the 
Charlotte Homets in overtime, 120-118; 
the Indiana Pacers outsteadied the 
Chicago Bulls, 95-85; the Orlando Magic 
trounced the New York Knicks, 111-87; 
the Boston Celtics routed the Toronto 
Raptors, 110-96; the Seattle Supersonics 
scuttled the Milwaukee Bucks, 114-105; 
the Los Angeles Lakers foiled the Sacra- 
mento Kings, 87-80; and the Denver 
Nuggets whipped the San Antonio 
Spurs; 104.92. 

Detroit also used its trademark de- 
fense as it limited Miami to 30 points in 
the second half and silenced Dwyane 
Wade, who managed 13 points on 3of- 
15 shooting. 


GREAT DEALS OF QUALITY 


AUTOWIDE AE. s 


TRUCKS, PASSENGER VANS & SUVs | 
BIG PR nr cnm 
MOLE VU 


isuzu ELF TANK LORRY 


ای ےہ ا ea ns‏ دا 
E Lot C Rizal Highway, Subic Gateway, Subic Bay Freeport Zone Telefax no.: (047) 252-1223‏ 


“That was Detroit basketball,” Pistons! '' 
coach Flip Saunders said. "The more we! + 
played against them, the more we un- 
derstood their sets and we were able to 
contest their shots. If we play lock down, 
defense like we did tonight, we can play" 
with these guys.” 

Both teams downplayed the signifi 
cance of the game, despite its postseason 
feel 

“Its no statement. Its just another 
game,” Pistons forward Rasheed Wal- 
Tace said. 

Miami held a 64-62 lead with 8:48 re- 
maining on a follow shot by Shaquille 
O'Neal, who had 27 points and 10 ге” 
bounds. 
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GULLWING MOTORS INT'L. CORP. #57 Amang Rodriguez Ave., Sanfolan, Pasig City 


Tel. no.: 646-7739 Fax no. 668-1378 
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nd Prize - 4 Units Toyota Fortuner 4x2 Gaso 


Thank you to all the participants and congratulations to all the 


Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


EARLY D.SUMAGAD 


Br. Pob 


ROSALINDA BANTILAN 


Tana del Norte 


FLORINDA E. BRIGINO 


Government Warning: 


winners! 


MARLON P. GARCIA ља у, 


27 yrs. old, Dump Truck Driver 
Brgy. Garreta, Badoc, Ilocos Norte 
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A.LIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 
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BABY BLUES. BY JERRY SCOTT 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRA GARCELLANO. 


DIVINE COMEDY BYSTEVEN PABALINAS 


т SHouLD've 
BRouGH+ Some- 
THING To ReAD. 


YooHoo. Неї. 
Anyone? 


Day 1 of my life: Nagcheck-in 
sa motel sa Quiapo ang nanay at 
tatay ko noong May 18, 1956. 
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SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 


By Robert Н. Wolle 
North Woodmere, NY CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Tackle 
home repairs today. You 
might want to buy 
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Solo) 
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AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): This is an ex: 
cellent da 


BBE 


to sign con- 
tracts and conduct im- 


With others. You won't 


overlook details. You're in a practi- 
cal, solid frame of mind. 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): This is à 
good day to begin mon- 
Symakng ventures If 
you buy something, it 
will be practical and 

long-lasting. You're planning for 

your financial future now. (An older, 
more experienced mentor might 
help you. 
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ANG SAMA NG LARO 
Ninyo! BIBILI KAYONG 
нент FISH, TAPOS 
PAPANOORIN NYONG 
MAS PATAYAN? 


BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 


ITAY NAMAN, MAHIGIT 
21000 МА ANG NAPANALU- 
NAN Ko SA PUSTAHAN! 


aus Mo BILHAN NATIN 


"YAN NG SUPPLEMENTS ? 


KIKO MACHINE 


A00 KRIA? ANO NEA KAJA? 
кучы? SUBUKAN KO качд?. 


PAGSUBOK DIVEN. SUBUKAN KO 
NEANG MAC PURONG SARILING 
KAIBIGAN, IKAW BAS MAKAS 
KUHA NA NG MGA BABASAHIÐ 
PARA SA атм AGHAM PAN- 
LIPUNAN? NAIS KO SANANG 
MASULIAP. KUNG поч dul) 
SA YAONG KALOOBAN. 
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Gov't offers loans to producers 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


THE GOVERNMENT IS OFFERING LOANS 
tomovie producers. 

In an exclusive interview with INQuimea En- 
tertainment, Rolando Јаску" Atienza, head of 
the Film Development Council of the Philip- 
pines, announced that the agency will launch 
the Film Fund next month. 

“A business model-financing scheme" was 
how Atienza described Film Fund. “ПЕ will 
offer loans to qualifying producers, in a bid to 
generate activity in the local film industry.” 

Since these will be "soft" loans, Atienza 
said, there will be zero interest. “Basically, re- 
payment will come in the form of the assign- 
ment of the ancillary rights (TV/cable, home 
video sales) to the FDCP for six years.” 

Не added: “[Each loan is pegged at] PS mil- 
lion or 40 percent of the total project cost, or 
whichever is lower” 


TV soaps lull viewers into inaction 


"ASIAN NOVELAS” 
South Korea and Taiwan are 
hits on the local TV screen. So 
many of them are being telecast 
that some of our own TV people | 
are complaining that they're 
losing out in terms of job 
prospects to these Asian “In- 
vaders.” 

True, this is much better than the 
time, some years ago, when Latin 


American or Spanish telenovelas Nestor U. Torre 


held sway on the local boob tube. 
At least, these new "invaders" have Asian 
faces that look closer to ours, while the Spanish 


Get your application forms at the Glorietta Customer Service Booth 
or log on to www.startv.com/idol for more details. 


FROM O7 7—— 


The FDCP is currently drafting the rules 
that will govern the Film Fund. 

“If the producer [eventually] succeeds in 
selling the ancillary rights [to another party] 
for the amount of the granted loan—or 
less—that’s OK," he explained. “If the pro- 
ceeds are higher than the loan, the excess 
goes to the producer—we will just recover the 
principal. The producer can also buy back the 
ancillary rights anytime.” 

According to Atienza, the core of the Film 
Fund will come from the Special Fund (SF) 
raised from the amusement-tax rebates grant- 
ed by the Cinema Evaluation Board. (Former 
FDCP head Laurice Guillen earlier said that, 
at the time of her departure late last year, 
there was P28 million in the SE) 

“We will start small, with P25 million,” 
Atienza said. “Stimulating activity in the i 
dustry will attract new investors.” 


боут!А?4 


soaps more clearly fed off our 


VIEWFINDER “deathless” colonial mentality. 


‘Another plus point is the Asian 
telenovelas’ fresher approach to |; 
dramatization and production. 
‘They still resort to melodramatic | 
plot and character cliches, bur they | 
sometimes offer up more innova- 
tive approaches that challenge their 
local counterparts to be similarly 
creative in the way they do things. 
Ultimately, however, the TV pic- 
ture ends up on the dark and nega- 
tive side, because the Asian shows indulge in 
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Celebrate your big day with us} 


WED AND THU 
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ROMUALDEZ SHERMAN 


The woe esi bank 


present 


THE MUSICAL 


>] 
has cR Avo MARQUEZ 


* Whole Chicken 
*Spaghetti Platter 
*2 Large Side Dishes 
*4 Rice 
*1 Pitcher of Iced Tea 
` E *4 Halo-Halo 
(Good for 4 -8 persons) 


Teatrino at the Promenade, Greenhills 8PM 


March 17,18,23,24,25,30 & 31 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 


Apri 1,6,7,8,27,28 & 29 


Tickerwon.D 891 9999 ano Music Museum 721 6726 
Teatrino 722 4532 Loca. 116 


1,000 & P800 


Director Leo Rialp 
|j меене Our av 
тото Dosgner Volare de Jesus 


Sat Desgner Мона Costumes Eie Pineda 
Choreography LestLforteza. 
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| PROMO RUNS UNTIL MARCH 31, 2006 
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Film council launches financial 
scheme to generate activity in the industry 


LETS EACEIT 


THE ONE STOP FACIAL SALON 


2ppermint | 


* 
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wow oper? 
NE PACIFIC MALL, CABANATUAN CITY, 
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* 1 Whole Slab of Rib 
* 1/2 Chicken 


5НЕ'5 ТНЕ МАМ 
MTRCB Ро-13 
POO, 425, 6:50, 0:15 LMF 


GLORY ROAD 
race; cP 
2:0. 4:40, 7:20, 10:00 LMF 


NANNY MCPHEE 
MTRCB. GP 
1220, 246, 6:10, 735, 10:00 LMF 


ULTRAVIOLET 
MTRCB. PG-13 
/20. 330. 5:40. 7:50, 10.00 LMF 


PREMIERE THEAT! 


NTRCB R13 
ЕЕ 


Catch the Cineplex Special 
‘Come and enjoy big discounts on leading brands 
at the SHANG SPRING SALE 
MARCH 31 TO APRIL 2, mall-wide 
Up to 70% off on selected items 


NORTH COUNTRY 


ЕЕС 


юс 171 or 633-2227 


бесна 


NORTH COUNTRY 
EASTWOOD, 11:55, 245, 5:5, 28, 1105 
ULTRA VIOLET 


12:05, 215, 4:25, 6:36, 
[00] 


NANNY McPHEE. 
120,345, 10,835, 11:00 


‘Eastwood City Welk 2, Eastwood City 
E Rodriguez Jr. Ava. (C-5) Quezon 


For inquiries, cal 


687-6963 
[GUARANTEED SEATS 
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GLORY ROAD 
къ, 3:10, 5:50, 8:30, 11:00, 
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APOGEE RW 


[3RD MUTANT ACTION DAY 


MERGE у PRIS uci may wae 


THE 
BLOOD WAR / 


Distributed by (LY COLUMBIA PICTURES 


OPENS MARCH 29) 


MIRCB 


ТЕС Y FOR 12 YEARS OF AGE AND UP. 


justfriends 


TWO WORDS А GUY NEVER WANTS TO HEAR 


"YOU'LL LAUGH FROM BEGINNING TO END." 
лм FERGUSON ксле TY (ABO) 


Bo you Dare m 


= mm ND агы ШЕ БЕ ис 


At 


2ND WEEK 


үн з» E | ALL AGES ARE ADMITTED 


Distributed by Оў COLUMBIA PICTURES 


Distributed by Buena Vista Intemational thru Columbia Pictures 


PREPARE TO BE TERRIFIED! 
OPENS MARCH 29 


ҮЗ БАСТУ РОН ЗҮН OLD AND ABOVE 


“DARING, RADICAL 
AND REMARKABLE 


Danais Dermody, PAPER MAGAZINE 


is a terrific movie. 
It will challenge 
and trouble you 


STRICTLY FOR 15 YEARS AND UP 


HE NEVER HURT A 1 qun DAY HL DIED 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 
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Empowered, ts 
empowering , j^ 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


The film's trusty triumvirate of 
previous Oscar Best Actresses 
make ш а diverse 
bunch—Theron as the young 
mother with a checklist of 
tragedies, Frances McDormand 
as her gutsy gal pal and Sissy 
Spacek as Josey's silently suffer- 
ing mom—and are key repre- 
sentations of very human, very 
че perspectives. 
ese archetypes have 
REVIEW dimensions to their per- 
sonalities that keep them 
rightly flawed, so we 
feel firsthand the odds 
stacked against them, and wom- 
enin general. 

The storytelling is simple and 
to the point—we all know where 
the storys heading—but film- 
maker Niki Caro (“Whale Rider”) 
knows how to play to the casts 
strengths, so the ride is made as 
fulfilling as the obvious, vindicat- 
ing destination. The compelling 
jigsaw puzzle is slowly but enthu- 
siastically formed with the pres- 
ence of impeccably cast male 
scene-stealers, such as Jenkins, 
Woody Harrelson (as Josey's re- 
luctant but hopeful lawyer) and 
Sean Bean (as a smart nice guy, 
fora change). 

"North Country” has melodra- 
‘matic, obviously contrived Oscar- 
hopeful moments, but since the 
Josey character is primarily more 
fleshed out because of them, the 
occasional sappinessis forgivable. 


GENDER issues are unflinchingly 
addressed in the Charlize 
Theron-starrer "North Country" 
inspired by the true story of a 
landmark class action lawsuit 
against an American mining 
company’s misogynistic 
work environment гі, 
most 20 years ago. Un- 
abashedly an underdog- 
shows-em-all tearjerker, 
“North Country" inte: 
sperses courtroom dra- 
ma with lengthy flashbacks that 
cross-examine Theron's crusad- 
ing character Josey Aimes and 
her Minnesota hometown's atti- 
tudes about gender roles. But 
while the picture has many well- 
timed emotional stimuli in place, 
it also conveys its female empow- 
erment messages without overt 
preaching, 


To the point 

These lessons are made clear 
from the outset. Josey, raising her 
two kids by herself, works in the 
iron mines where her father 
(Richard Jenkins) has labored for 
decades. Braving the unglam- 
orous but high-paying job, Josey 
is finally in control of her life, or 
so she thinks. Unweleome in the 
workplace, she and her female 
co-workers are the collective butt 
of jokes for the male miners. 
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PILAR Pilapil, Boots 
Anson-Roa and 
Ricardo Cepeda 


Pilar’s story 
SHE has one ofthe 
most beautiful faces in 
show business. And 
yet actress Pilar Pi- 
laps recently 
launched autobiogra- 
phy is titled "The. 
Woman Without a 
Face." 

Р\агз explanation 
is, she's been through 
situations that made 
her fel she couldnt 
face anyone. She is 
dedicating the book to 
young women who are 
just starting out, so 
‘they can learn from her 
experiences 

The book traces Pi- 
lars e from her child- 
hood in Cebu, through 
her years as a beauty 
queen, controversial 
actress, to what she 
calls her "redemption." 

Essentially, she 
said, her story is one of 
“stardom, sin and sal- 
vation.” 

Pilar is promoting 
her book via a mal tour 
that kicks off March 31 
at National Bookstore. 
Shangri-la and ends 
April 2 at Powerbooks 
Alabang. Call 512- 
1501 


directs Brits 
HONG KONG-—Ac- 
claimed Hong Kong d- 
rector Wong Kar-ai has 
cast British actor Jude 
Law and Oscar-winner 
Rachel Weisz in his first 
English-language томе, 
reports said Wednesday 
Grammy-winning 
jazz singer Norah 
Jones will make her 
acting debut on the 
film, which begins 
shooting in June, 
Wong was quoted as 
saying by Apple Dally 
and the Oriental Daily 


TONY Parker and 
Eva Longoria 


LOS ANGELES—Eva 
Longoria, desperate to 
set the record stralght, 
took to the entertain- 
ment news shows to 
tell the world that her 
beau, NBA star Tony 
Parker, is aces Inthe 
bedroom. 

Fle it under Too 
Much Information, but 
Longoria on Tuesday 
told "Extra" and “Ac 
cess Hollywood" that 
"when the lights are 
out, he's the teacher." 

The revelation came. 
in response to an arti 
cle in the latest Allure 
magazine that quotes 
the actress as saying 
that in matters of love, 
sho was "the experi- 
enced one.” interna- 
tional magazines 
Seized the story, con- 
cluding—erongfuliy, 
Longoria stressed 
that Parker Is a lousy 
lover, АР 
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March 24-26, 31, Ара! 1-2, 7-9, 2006 
Reps Globe Theater at Onstage, Greenbelt 1 
Call 887-0710 or 891.9999 (Ticketwodd) 
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SAN LAZARO " PAMPANGA * BAGUIO * VALENZUELA * MARILAO * LUCENA 


MOLINE 


UR mn 
NORTH COUNTRY 


12:30 FS / 12:50 МЕ / 03:30 
08:10 / 08:20 LFS 
08:50 LMF / 11:00 END 
NANNY McPHEE 
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110 320 530 740 950 


5 ULTRAVIOLET 
100 110 320 530 740 950 


IERMITA __ 


1 NANNY MCPHEE 


10 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
130 420 740 1000 


536.7800 0 12 : 


1230 250 510 730 950 


2HOSTEL 
V FOR VENDETTA 


1230 230 


440 720 950 


5SHE'S THE MAN 
1200 200 400 600 800 1000 


3 ULTRAVIOLET 
1220 220 420 620 825 1000 


6 GLORY ROAD 
4230 250 510 730 950 


4CO-ED SCANDAL 
1200 200 400 800 800 950 


IMETROIEAST : 


1 HOUSE OF FURY 
190 300 500 700-920 


7 NORTH COUNTRY 
1200 230 500 730 1000 
662-8193: 682-8199. 


5 HOSTEL 
100 300 500 тою 900 


2 NANNY MCPHEE 
1145 205 425 645 905 


6 ULTRAVIOLET 
1210 225 440 655 


3SHE'S THE MAN 
140 409 630 900 


7 GLORY ROAD 
100 340 620 900 


4V FOR VENDETTA 
110 350 630 900 

1 ULTRAVIOLET 

2 GLORY ROAD 

З HOSTEL 


1 HOSTEL 

2 TIGER BLADE 
3 RESERVE 

4 RESERVE 


ШАВЕ MALABON э PIONEER 


8 CO-ED SCANDAL 


1215 200 345 530 715 900 


4\/ FOR VENDETTA 
5 NANNY MCPHEE 


687-5378 


1NANNY MCPHEE 
2 SHE'S THE MAN 
3 ULTRAVIOLET 


4 GLORY ROAD 


E 


"auo 


The perfect reward for movie lovers this Graduation Season 
‘Get complimentary passes when you buy in bulk 
‘ble at the SM Cinema branch nearest you or please call 831 1000 loc 2680 for Inquiries 
SSS 


SH CITY BAGUIO 
116 BLOCKS 
1sHAGGY DOG 
J THE DARK 
1 V FOR VENDETTA 
SM GITY MARILAO 
У FOR VENDETTA 
HOUSE OF FURY 
i SHAGGY DOG 
/THE DARK 

SM CITY BATANGAS. 
1816 MOMMA'S HOUSE 
1THE DARK 
J FEARLESS 
! AEON FLUX 


SM CITY CEBU 
1) SYRIANA, 
OOF / 12:18 MF 
02:36 / 04-54. 
07: 12109:20 LFS 
, 09°30 LMF / 11:40 END 


$ CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 
¢ FEARLESS 

1 NEW WORLD 

4 HOUSE OF FURY 


SM CITY PAMPANGA, 
;SYRIANA 

1SHAGGY DOG 

jFINAL DESTINATION 3 
їМ FOR VENDETTA 

THE DARK 

#46 BLOCKS 


SM CITY BACOOR 

I FEARLESS 

1SHAGGY DOG 

1V FOR VENDETTA 

f GLORY ROAD 

f FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
SHE'S THE MAN 

7 HOUSE OF FURY 

3 BREAKING NEWS 


SM CITY LUCENA 
FEARLESS 
15НАббҮ DOG 

ı4 J sYRIANA 
ФАЕОМ FLUX 
SM CITY MOLINO 
!'SsHAGGY DOG 
HOUSE OF FURY 
V FOR VENDETTA 
i CRY WOLF 


SH CITY STA. ROSA 
‘CASANOVA 
FINAL DESTINATION 3 
JBIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
‘16 BLOCKS 


VISAYA: 
MINDANAO 


. ... SMENY NOLO 

| FEARLESS 

1 RESERVED 

1 SYRIANA 

: CRY WOLF 

; V FOR VENDETTA 

+ SHAGGY DOG 
RESERVED 
PRIDE & PREJUDICE 


SM CITY DAVAO 
BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
1GoAL 
ТУ FOR VENDETTA 
{ FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
5 PRIDE & PREJUDICE 
i NEW WORLD 
SM CITY CAGAYAN 
МЕМ WORLD 
PRESERVED 
j16 BLOCKS 
FYOUR'S MINE & OURS 


a minimum purchase 
tickets on MARCH 25 & 26 


at Robinsons Movieworld * 
Jovaliches • Sta. Rosa * Dasmarinass, 


Nanny ME Phee 
ДУ ve 


of 2 movie 


Li 


1203, едт of 2006] 


queo LIPA Erstes 
1 CASANOVA 

2SYRIANA 

3SHAGGY DOG 

4 DATE MOVIE 


ANGELES (0552225 


1SYRIANA 
2 CASANOVA 


STA. ROSA 


116 BLOCKS 

2 CASANOVA 

3 TIGER BLADE 

4 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 


DASMARINAS 
1 DATE MOVIE 
2TIGER BLADE 


3V FOR VENDETTA 
4THE DARK 3 FINAL DESTINATION 3 


5SHAGGY DOG 416 BLOCKS 


:JMUS games STARMILLS бхз 


1 GLORY ROAD 1TIGER BLADE 
2HOSTEL 2MURDER 
3 V FOR VENDETTA 3 SHAGGY DOG 
4 HOUSE OF FURY 4V FOR VENDETTA 
5 SYRIANA 
6 THE DARK 


ILOILO 


1 V FOR VENDETTA 

2 SHAGGY DOG 

3 DATE MOVIE 

4 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 
5 SYRIANA 


4046) 852-2125 
(046) 416-4332 


BACOLOD Et 
1 16 BLOCKS 

2 DATE MOVIE 

3 CASANOVA 

4 GOAL 

5 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 

6 V FOR VENDETTA 


The 
Perfect Gift ^ 
All Year Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts x volume purchases 


seen бермен 7-798 124 oc Mond 1S 


А? 
Gov't 
offers 
loans .. 


From page A2-1 


He said the loan 
willbe released when. 
two-thirds of princi- 
pal photography is 
finished. 

FDCP is prioritiz- 
ing "quality, artistic 
films,” Atienza 
stressed. 

То ensure this, the 
council is eyeing Na- 
tional Artist for Film 
Eddie Romero to 
chair the Selection 
Committee, and CEB 
chair Christine Dayrit 
for the Monitoring 
Committee. 

Dayrit said appli- 
cants should submita 
prospectus, which 
she defined as “a pro- 
ject proposal that 
contains all the de- 
tails—the screenplay, 
budget, costing and 
casting.” 

Atienza and Dayrit 
said that a similar 
concept was tried in 
the Marcos years, 
with the Experimen- 
tal Ginema of the 
Philippines. “It failed 
because the monitor- 
ing and the entire ap- 
proach were faulty 
and the funds were 
soon dissipated,” 
Atienza said. 

Should the pilot 
project work, Atienza 
said, the FDCP could 
proceed to tap other 
sources of funds, like 
the private sector 
and institutions. 

“We want to prove 
that financial assis- 
tance [to the movie 
industry) will not be 
wasted,” he said. “We 
want to show that we 
can recover and recy- 
Че the money and 
generate тоге. 
funds.” 


TV soaps 
lull... 


From page A2-1 
romantic and melo- 
dramatic fantasy and 
escapism, so they ex- 
acerbate local ТУЗ 
general tendency to 
encourage viewers to 
тип away form reality, 
instead of confronting 
it 

Ata time when our 
political and social re- 
alities are so fraught 
with difficulties, this 
is a disservice that 
more responsible TV 
people should recon- 
sider, and desist from 
performing, don't you 
think? 

And viewers 
should also resist 
these shows’ escapists 
blandishments, be- 
cause they lull us into. 
inaction. Desist and 
resist—that’s it! 


Red Carpet 2006 
THE NIGHT before 
we left for a 10-day 
stay in Turkey we 
joined the chic film 
buffs and diners at the 
Red Carpet Oscars 
2006 event presented 
by Solar Entertain- 
ment at the Mandarin 
Hotel's Captain's Bar 

Thanks to Wilson 
Tieng and Charisse 
Chuidian, we were 
able to savor, not just 
a delayed telecast 
(without commer- 
cials) of the Academy 
Awards, but also 
some haute fashions 
and cuisine, plus 
delectable movie mu 
sic performed by the 
Philippine — Philhar- 
monic Orchestra. 

This was only the 
second time that the 
Red Carpet dinner- 
show was being 
staged, but it looks 
like its well on its way 
to becoming an annu- 
alevent. 


FRIDAY, 
MARCH 24, 2006 


Are you still hot? 


"WERE STILL НОТ! 
‘The Musical" is stil run- 
ning at Teatrino in 
Greenhills. The play, 
about women “of a cer- 
tain age," premiered last 
week and repeats 
tonight and tomorrow 
and again on March 30 
and 31, and April 1,6,7 
and 8, Сай 891-9999 or 
722-4532. 


Tonight 

The UP Concert Chorus 
поез onstage with "Pa- 
mamaalam" before em- 
barking on its seven- 
month "MusiKapista- 
han" word tour. "Pama- 
maalam,” at the Church 
ofthe Risen Lord in UP 
Diliman, features gospel. 
Broadway, folk and pop 
songs. Repeat tomor- 
row at the Philamlife Au- 
ditorium on UN Avenue, 
Manila. Call (0917) 856- 
8895. 

Jazz singer Isha, who 
was signed by the inde- 
pendent British label 
Candid Records in 2004, 
performs with her band, 
The Look, at the 
Shangri-la Mall in Man- 
daluyong, 7 p.m. 


Tomorrow. 

Winston Wings Tour. 
2006 kicks off with a free 
street concert on Ma. 
Orosa and J. Nakpil 
Streets in Malate, Mani- 
la, 7 pm. featuring. 
‘Bamboo, Parokya ni 
Edgar and Sugarfree. 


Kuh Ledesma and Bob- 
by Soul of the Platters at 
the Captain's Bar of the 
Mandarin Oriental in. 
Макай, 9 p.m. Repeat 
on April 1. Call 721-6726 
or 750-8888. 


March 26 

Sony BMG artists led by 
Sharon Cuneta, Cueshé, 
cyclemind, Pupil and 
Jimmy Bondoc take cen- 
ter stage on ABS-CBN's 
“ASAP 06." Christian 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


ENTERTA NMENA 


A 


MIRE R13 STRICTLY FOR 13YRS. OLD AND ABOVE 


4) ACADEMY AWARD NOMINATIONS 


‘Best Acmess CHARLIZE THERON ım Best Sureorrma acess FRANCES MCDORMAND 
«Two pues UP! 


“RIVETING! A GREAT, 
Moving FILM.” 
‘one 


“GRIPPING.” 
puteos 


“SENSATIONAL! 


ONE OF THE YEAR'S MOST 
Important Movies.” 
pd 


NORTH 
COUNTR 


FROM THE 
ACCLAIMED DIRECTOR 
OF “WHALE RIDER” 


GUSTAVO SANTAOLALLA E 
ЖЕНШ BARTLETT NANA GREENWALD DOUG CLAYBOURNE JEFF SKOL FN инин EMO 
SEs SCOT ONCOL алк. NOCHE 
WA NORTHCOTE COM 


AT THE CINEMAS 


ARANETA CENTER 


BAND EXPLOSION 2006 MAR 24 FRUEPM 


MICHAEL BOLTON UVE IN MANILA MAR 29 wepier™, 


MAR ЗГ FRIEPM. 
APR | ЅАТ/8РМ 


d 
ш APR 7 FRVBPM 


: тҮ E 


JUN 27 товвғм 


THE ONLY CINEPLEX 
IN THE COUNTRY 


p> «iul 


беш, illo lO 


GLORY ROAD | NANNY McPHEE 
105135076351920 — | 1250/2001 81017201930 | 


NORTH COUNTRY | V FOR VENDETIA 
wajmiemrem | 1401 4201700/940 


SHESTHEMAN | HOSTEL | 
120140016401920 | eurem rmm 


ULTRAVIOLET 
110/3201530 7201950 


SHAGGY DOG 
1240/2551 5:10 


ULTRAVIOLET 
240/450 1201910 


DAE Moye 
16 piocs 


{MALL cinemas 


ULTRAVIOLET RA 
12215405 15/825 j 


THE FEARLESS: L 
1200/205/410] 10/820 | 


ij NANNY McPHEE 


120012401520180 1205R2/1:55/405/ 6151825 


HOSTEL 
3215/220/42518201835 


EVENTS & PROMOS 


GOURDO'S 
UPPER GROUND FLOOR 
(GATEWAY MALL 


V FOR VENDETIA | 


PEA em ООЛ 


TITANIA WINE CELLARS 
GROUND FLOOR 
‘GATEWAY MALL 


ү; 


[ЖУЛ 


[КЕТ 
“м 


Dd 
AYALA CENTER. 


At the Activity Center 


hose ertt tos OA Ge RUBUS ae nt ence т 


Customer Service text hotine: 0917 6095900 


V FOR 
vS ULTRAVIOLET | ¥. SHES THE MAN GLORY ROAD 
ЕЗ 


ULTRAVIOLET 


Customer Service Numbers: Glorietta - 7527272: кот 10em to 8pm 
Greenbelt - 752 4853; rom ttam lo 12m 


‘Alabang Town Center - 8422782; rom 10am to Bpm 
Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 231 5342 oc 324 
Майе! Market! 886 7519 


Wowrwnes |2 amar 


pem 


wosre. [5 ctoryroap |6 nort country |7 


GLORIETTA 


2 


ттт 


VFOR 
VENDETTA 


ULTRAVIOLET NORTH COUNTRY 


BPI Installment Madness 
March 15 to 31, 2006 


Anson's Emporium Exhibit 
March 12 to 31, 2006 


ULTRAVIOLET 28 


NORTH COUNTRY 


MARKET! MARKET! 


m 


AYALA CENTER 
CEBU 


GLORY ROAD 
илми ATS 


V FOR VENDETTA 
p 


NANNY MCPHEE 


p" 
[5 
pic m 


4 


NORTH COUNTRY? + E NANNY MCPHEE 


GLORY ROAD 


сос E 


esmena [5 


casanova |2 astHouipay |Srinat DeSmATON 3 


ULTRAVIOLET 2 NORTH COUNTRY 


GLORY ROAD 4 NANNY MCPHEE -|5 5НЕЗТНЕМАМ 


SUPERBANDS 
ATGLORIETTA4PARK 


EVERY FRIDAYS AT 7PM & SATURDAYS AT 6PM 


MARCH 17 
KITCHIE NADAL 


MARCH 18 
SUGAR FREE 
MARCH 24 
FREESTYLE 
MARCH 25 
RIVERMAYA 
MARCH 31 
HALE 

АРЛ 

NYSY VOLANTE 
APRIL 7 
BAMBOO 


APRIL 8 
SPONGECOLA 


STI Prop School Graduation Program 
March 24, 2006 


Ayala MUSEUM 


Ka-boosh Summer Fashlon Camp 
March 24, 2006 


Ayala Museum Summer Workshop Sampler 
April 1, 2006 - Greenbelt 3 Park 


‘Repertory Philippines presents 7 NG UMAGA 
at REP's Globe Theater - March 24.25. 26, 31. Ар! 1, 2,7, 8,8 
For inquiries, pis, cal 887-0710 


Registration в now ongoing for Avala Museum's 
'mer Art Festival Workshop 2006 ^ 
Inquiries, please call T5T-THT to 2 loc 28 oF visht www eyslamukeum. org 


S. 


т EXCLUS! 


Its Easy! 
‘Juin Ayala Cinemas" 

Trippin in 80 Days 

Кайе Promo 

у} m4 geta chanco 

to win exciting 

„Ў. alkexpense paid tips. 
PP” Geta coupon for every 2 
‘one-time йске! purchase 

‘and drop in dropboxes. 

Hurry! Watch a movie now! 
ded ends on Mi 19, =. 
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METROPOLI: 


ишу! 


за No wD 
1: Murder 

der Renovation 2:Date Movie 
3: Ultraviolet 
4: Fearless 


| = Senday Fn Dojo Stull 


Testy Susp ety Sey Frysl uisi Odo wr Валий EA 


Ruben V. 
Nepales 


CULINARY SCHOOL 


AG (Saturday) ат 130 pm, (classroom A) BASIC CAKES 
A IGNGS РОН BEGINNERS by: Нату Sison. Suter Cako wih 
Блатото Модцаи Caka mih Fudge icnn, Mocha Caomh No- 
Hal Bue leng Laman Chiton Gake wih Boled teng & Sponge Cake 
th Wed rap long, P1,800 

‘Apt Snrteyl 200-5005 [osscom A) BROWNIES В BARS 
AB Hany Sison ' Chewy Мав! Brows, Carl Сако Bars wth 
loan Chess ong Leman Chaosecaka Bars, Donnes wih Caramel 
Centr &Butersete Bars. P1 S00 

Art Monday: Thursday) 00am. 4000m. easton A) CAKE 
DECORATING COURSE lI by: Hany Sison ‘Learn how lo 
eeateredwestogcax,emtelcgtorders sde bores sg 
Sk ges lacy ones, row on coos, sugar olg eo 
riha edo ci ne eka andbresesatdas. Tho gard nale I3 course 
is an Impressive. woddng cake, Full parlicipation, 
Prorequlte: Cake Decoraing Course 1 8 2. ‘This completes tha 
Master Course In Сако Decorating, P8,000 

Nol 3 onday) 900 a m. - 400 pm {assroo AJ NEW CLASSI 
PANADERO PANADERIA 1 by: Nastor Magrinbao, Baker 
Fave Capoten” Pacano. Gela Otap. Banco Manon saco 
squios Demonstration w sudent participation, P1,500 
Apni essi 900 am. - 1200 pm. (cassom 8) DIMSUM | 
(bf: Onel Katerina Sion revaurato [ng Hoo & Fe Kat rostavrani), 
Шию end an орип Canes cune: "Согоо, Siomai, Duci, 
cien Feot, Fred Sum Bal and Buchi. P1,700 

Apr абау) 1:00- 500p m (cassroor B DIMSUMI by: Chat 
Kater San " Stamos Pork Spars in Tas Sauce, Chicken 
Sorar Shasi Soma, TvoCatr Simai, Warion am and Egg Tr. 
P1,700 

‘pul esos $002 

COOKING 1 (Al Time Favorito Jepaneto Recipes) by: 
hel Koichi Kondo, icense соок коп Eme, Japan and food 
neut vanus ponasorestui Meo Sous pua Nro, 
Yakameno, Сайотта Mani Cie Soa, Ness win Non, emer 
Dampengs wih Srann Sauce. P1,700 

эра (edness 120 - $00 pm. (ввп D) SUSHI CLASS 
фу. Chat Kochi Kondo * Tones Do Yoursall Sus Rol 
ке Zu Бонево eh) avus Sushi Poco Mano 
‘eka Sush Toa Mau напес тота б, Каре Ма 
(Sen Скита Sushi} P1700 

Ари (Thursday) 1:00 - 509 pm: (classroom В) NEW CLASS! 
DESIGNER PIZZA & CALZONE WORKSHOP by: Chal Ji 
Sardo, Food Constant Fond Ss, Due Rabon gradual a 
Peter Ram's New York Cooking Schol 

"ase леве Parprn. Tha Стол, Poling Duck Наалы йол 
‘Sausage and room, Puaneica,oncasr Caton pus bonus 
тесрез. P2,500 

Api сау 900a m. -500pm (баз A) PARADE OF PES, 
TARTS & CHEESECAKES "Franch Appa Pia wih Sreusal Tong 
andre Angaso Sauce, Turia Po, Banara Ceeam Ре wih poe 
ream ane Caramel ороп. Mango Tari Peach Wanu P, Buetey. 
Gleestcaha and Wisto Choco Cheesocako. P1,700 

‘get estre) 1000 an. = 400 pm (classroom A) SETTING UP 
YOUR BUSINESS FOR SUCCESS by: Glanola Rodriguoz, 
GirerahanansdFtocodsby Parco Greta Comal Шчу 
®Олпаүамлөвү тес Keyelomatenowhtyourecdo open 
Your estan busness Courso Outine: (1 Deseopng Your Concept 
сонип Neket Rasa p3appng Outa Cincai Paih (ten. 
Piang Operators Management- Sing Jon Hanegement 
and Cast Con! а jose Marieg Pan. P2000 

Hori 1OMonday] 900 ал, - 1200 pm (assroom A) CHINESE. 
VEGETARIAN MEAL 1 bj: Chol Katharine Sion * Biased 
rese Moon Pres Beancurd. Doi Vegetables, Sale Vegge 
Heal Gear Vege Hes eno encanta Foe, 
P1700 

уй s0lMonday)1-00 - 5:00 pm (classroom AICHINESE. 
VEGETARIAN NEAL I| by: Chet Katharine Sion * Sweat & 
Sour Vag Mest. Stared Geant Pl Суру Молу w Vegetatie 
Fling braced eared Vogga Heal, Sounyren Veget ad 
Soausgus Fut Coca P100 

Apri fens) 10 00am - 4000 m (lason BI NEW CLASS! 
LENT AND EASTER MEDITERRANEAN HOME COOKING 
MODULE by: Chol Sam DE Loor, Food Consular, Sis 
шуар Cale: Food eorensraer and Curar Camplin Evers 
Constant speoatang m Base & Cassa Cookery. nena) & 
Aslan Guran: Loara io prepara баву step by step mathods 
a pasle Moditerranoan dianas for tha Lomen Season. 
Йоорак Buetow lod Sess Pato Taoeraco, Pronn But, 
‘Satan Ack окап Dale, Orange and Canat аг, Sed Soup 
flo, Selord Peco, Fan and Clas w Sls Verto. Creassan 
Coke Кей Oragas P1800 

‘ot 1(uescy) 100a m. 0o m [osecomAJBASIC FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENTS by: Glonn Remorca, oat donor Leam 
tho eres, styles, ens, tecniques, soueng. Tovar car and 
aires base lee, ranger ал) тк wenigs 
Lacture, demonstration and hands-on production. Bring a 
pair of ‘scissors. P2,500 

od Cuesta 10002 ~4 00pm (classroom B) NEW CLASSI 
FIESTA BONANZA by: Cel Sam da Laz Take oul hose ров. 
‘apn an qe: read o prepara Festa disnas waha nast andangiess 
уои gasis wîn your esa Bonanza 

apos: Pare arbon: Prawn Thenridorw Scan, Réencag 
Bangusw Sauce Алдаша Pasia се Longua, Galos Madina ge 
mp Talanga Раа Серу Cats P1,700 

Ари Monta) 200 a.m. - 1200 pan. [cassroom A) POPULAR 
‘CHINESE DISHES FOR CATERING 3 by: Gha! Kalhonne Son 
West Lano Soup, Boreas Barbacuo Chicken Chinese siyo, Sicad 
Bagi Brocca in Osier Sauco, Fred Sri w Spey Sauco, Crapy 
‘han w Aes Manis, Ered ко п Sanoa Fs, Frac Wanian w 
Appo Pung. P1700 

Hen Tone] 00-8 00pm. classroom A NEW CLASSI DIMSUM 
3 WORKSHOP P2000 by: Chol Katronne Sion 
ailes Maren Chase буа Bac Dora. Flo SpeclLup 
tenes Chaat Snow Wa Mc 

он tend) 10002, -400p m [atsroon B) NEW CLASSI 
LAKBAY BAON PI, 7000: Chel Sam da Looz 

‘non you tonu ирга; ensis stg your oul ol lowa vacalon tgs 
‘issummer ng preparo your Bac Demeo te vostos eoe. 
"aan o placo lesiatenanian o prepare aa osa Chol 
тооло, 

oop Sinko Bangus Spread Biot Tagalog wt Lemon Soy Olaza, 
Gio cow този, Pretean Mock On e Sol Bas Fst Nard. 
Ai Sauen oc giang rog On e God Bas Moat Manado боист 
urpis Orne ра Sero jtd Vong tes 
ndbrssnps 

ré fusa Wednesday A sedet 2° 100a m -300 
Bm 2"day 100-600pm (essconACHILORENS BAKING 
WORKSHOP by: Chal Jil бап. In na 3 day baking 
Wolkop каз wi shave lan тше талу tang reges 
Тиле nduteaanagranand vasic toi" Costo Слем. 
iar roms Lomor Pa noardocdon Олт ава Cooks, 
Choma np Cares Hona Cres Gngataps Oarge Sas 
‘conte Chu, Easy Oreo Caesa ла Cainocral Windows 
4,000 

җәй (Tuas) 1000 am. = 400 pm (classroom В) JAPANESE 
FICE TOPPING by: Chet Koichi Kondo Ворон: Суг. 


SCHEDULE OF GLASSES 


on (Chicken & Egg en Ric Gyudon (Beal Bo). Tendon (отрок. 
Bo) aer (Perk Cutet Bont), soooodon arcad Chicken Eg 
Bomi), Ton faa don (Chen forge P1,700 

Ара fcc) 1000 a, - £00 pm. (Sasstoam B) COFFEE 
CLASS by: Chel Alan Anastacio Sandoval, ornar ol Goodies 
Экон дастра Сез 8 Bon, Dems graduala o! Culina athe 
Сета билү Acadamy 
"Iyeuaragnnng tocpana calce tcp iscoussisloryau Leanne 
dalles lene ewr, oo espresso. диб o seaming & 
Toner Nako ten opage® тра 8 rasler he art ala ray. 
вор Café Lalis, cal Моста, Call Amencano, Capouocino, 
Expose Macchiato 8 Espresso Con Panra, Amand Cofta Freeze y 
Rum Colles Creem- Tatae Calion, Миў at, Mocha Вита, Rocky 
Roag and mora! P5000 

ари 2\(rdy) 1000 a1. -200 pm. [dessoon A) BAKED PASTA 
1,700 by: Опи Jl Sandiquo - Сіз Lasegno, Manic. 
hien Mushroom an Ham Ces Baked Macaroni. Pomme wilh 
Saaloodard Asparagus: 

‘oil 21(Fray)000 aun. - 400 рл. cassrcom BNEW CLASS! 
EVERYDAY FOOD FOR HOUSEHOLD HELPER | by: Chet 
arai Acosta, foad constant to muteatoral ood companias 8- 
Festus, Hoopes: Clase Agabo wi насела 8 Green Popper 
Fash Lupa w Chotse & Brown Peanut Sava, Ses Esnlato wd Fed 
Banana, Scan w fca. Майор Salad. Вой w Pineapplo. 
Demonstration wi student participation. P2,500 

‘ap 22 (Sanday) 10002 m -400pm (classroom A NEW CLASSI 
RESTAURANT KITCHEN DESIGN by: Rosanne Cranbourne, 
фраза 1998 kom tha Hots Soo Comat унгу aca 
ен Yor wih a BS degree п Holet Manegemarl, concentrating т. 
орну бегут 1906 Govora: (119090 - Proportion chen 
"odnag bes Едното Base requremerts lor spocie pes ol 
estat (Layo How 9 gode lom bac door o customer 
Tijconeructonmees- roo was, cis (09р Tips how 
шифа. commen madiesti rog @)Seng Gude- what 
Уга ol ортеп io use (MSlorago an alico spoce 18)Cosing — 
‘nscten ots and quent cosis Supper рисо остан 
formaton lor sl suppliers. P2000 

дий 2218s) £00 am. - 1200 p.m, (arscem B) HEALTHY 
GOURMET - SOUTH BEACH DIET PHASE 1 by: 
оце Н. Alojo, owner of Ан Davy Farm, Suiss-Pinoy 
Tesiaurataur Vieux Ciel wsarcstarnl organis caloror and l000 
toner Pete's raluraly eon gaca me * Ts dasa tato 
feral peo who wert ta бе aba coo heathy ses lose wag 
tans ry эла родо wih eat conce such as betes, hh 
ond pressure and oiher diary esicons. The Сав wil әйе you 
ico mogenogleclhaty uoo, ou eap tate Se. 
Poy Sie wich uses locas айй ngredors- Complla 
menu plan and recipes Tor 14 days of Phase 1. P1,500 
lus P700 төре booklet for Phase 1 

Hon ual) 100-400pm (Sassoon BI HEALTHY GOURMET 
"SOUTH SEACH DIET COMBO CLASS PHASE 2 and 3 
тү. Jacqueline Н, Alala, "Ts dass в sulaa lo a people 
‘ho ware io learner to cook hoa ds deroentnerknomeogooi 
"menandecpicortol swelas peoga wi heat concen. such 
dances good presi, and oner detay resinctons Ths class 
ionchas оте (ороз which toriroduco carohyetalas wih 
tamplte repa booties tor prasa 2 and 3 ol по Soui Bench Dil 
P1800 plus P700 per recie booklet 

Jo] иба) 1000 ат - 400pm (зовоо A) KOREAN 
LOOKING |. A WORKSHOP by: Cha! Coole Park, ownor 
Sta Koroan esas ood onstan vans Korean usura 
in Mero Nena Bae Bugg Tonaran à отапа Cien 8000 
То Cap Cree ш Guk (Soups: болсок Ber Tahong, 
Sena Кар да. P2800 

Jor 22 Паза 11-00am “300 pm (lissom BINEW CLASSI 
SUMMER BAKE CAMP CLASSIC AMERICAN BAKED 
DESSERTS by: Chal Vics! Vilanuova, lom Stars 8 Bizu. Iet 
(hal Ve share win you her wap ol клону о and esperenca ol 
fetsenes andresiaurart concepts, suls, echniques орао, 
роону asegre ar passarela young bakers an vang sats. 
idi Vidovi oach ond gada tern o cele gorgeous cessi Amencan 
aka desserts rami ек Салва nodes Appla P Btbery 
Chonsacaro. Croco Cpe Cooks. Rasm Cama Cooks. Faigo 
fron апа Conan Rol Includes Agron, Toque, лоиіа 
and share ol baked goodies, P2,300 

Asl 20 (Fray) 1000 ат, ~4 00pm (бао A) NEW CLASSI 
EVERYOAY FOOD FOR HOUSEHOLD HELPER il 

Gre Carol Acosta’ Cheon a а Kian, Fish Filol w Cream басе. 
Sabon Preset Bagnat, Cnesnirasa, Pas do Lengua, Kare 
Karo. Demonstration Wi student participation. P2,600 by 
‘p28 Fay 830 m. = 1230 pm. classroom BI NEW CLASSI 
SUMMER BAKE САМР 1 COOKIE WORKSHOP FOR KIDS 
by: Chat Vi Vilaruova, Agos 612 увоз old n ms nsn 
"в wal esm how lo ete dop. ac handed coda 
{pect сооев ande popular сода pops Leem sovesal Choco 
thins Cloves, Lamon Bars, Trigla Layered Brownies Sauna, Choco 
Carkios an Binex ê Whe Cooks, Bing cul iho ats you езп. 
our own cookie pops Include Apron, Tequ, Ingredients and 
hare of bake products P2,300 

онг Eni 130-5300 (dassoom BI NEW CLASSI SUMMER 
BAKE CAMP I CUPCAKE SUMMER WORKSHOP by: 
ОМ Vicki Vilonuera -This now class в designes lor young 
Тано. Leam (o зано olus cipcoes lor binhdays and holday 
‘tran, Chal Vick wit snow ore ebur созолу 
Cupcakes, Recipes Devis Food, Black & Wata Ganecha, Сосо, 
бле Gamot Gps Buca Whe Croco, Mou Vanda Сета 
Choco Ganacne & iod Tang, Taka hamo yout own Beal 
cupcakes. Includes Apron, Toque, Ingrodionts & sharo ol 
baked доот. P2,300 

Hor 20 (башту) 1000 ал - 400 pm (cossroom A) SPECIAL 
FABLE AND HOME DECOR FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 
Toy бапа Remora Tale Cenarpecos w scl donation end 
bl soting srosntion. сше, damonsralon end hanca- 
‘on production. Bring n pair ol свз. P3,000 

‘p25 Saturday] 302m. -230 p.m. (casaron B) NEW CLASSE 
KIDS IN THE KITCHEN WITH MOM (А Tribule lo 
"оов on Moters Day) by: Они Vie vnum Ages 
A020, No leo lor Vot, Catal Momos Day wi mole: ard 
thd eg cuan сизо together. Mather and ci ave lun 
‘ean pecan авв. атир maka homer, Frosh Pre 
азау. Coton Peso. Рои Спозо Риё Marnara Pi. 
Pond, Cl, Foccaca ап Hoctameo. P200 


‘oso on BORI avatons to ло baici ESSENTIAL 
COOKING SERIES una 28- арт 7, 2006 Casos в 
fata uy Trace A уа, ESSENTIAL BAKING AND 
PASTRY SERIES пез. Decaber2, 208, Classes ro olo 
noy Saas). 


ТОТОН FEE meee nyedonis Rasonalon 1s покой. 
WEDDING & BIRTHDAY CAKE orders by npooinimani ony, We 
nii Сако Docorating, Confectionery end Baking Supphot. 


FOR RESERVATIONS & INQUIRIES vst or cll us al 
‘oro Serano Avra omary балап Read биол Giy 
pagana 285316 4T TIS 
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LOS ANGELES—ON A RECENT 
night that absolutely proved the song 
“It Never Rains In Southern Califor- 
nia” wrong, we braved the drive to 
downtown LA for what we hoped 
would be a special treat: a visit to the 
set of “Dreamgirls.” 

‘This Broadway musical inspired by 
the story of the Supremes is being 
turned into a movie. 

Beyonce, Jamie Foxx and Eddie 
Murphy star, but what excited us was 
the inclusion of Jennifer Hud- 
son—Jasmine Trias and Camille Ve- 
Jasco's fellow "American Idol" finalist 
in 2004—in the cast! Jennifer plays 
Effie and gets to sing the show-stop- 
per, one of Broadway's grandest bal- 
lads of all time, ‘And I Am Telling You 
Tm Not Going." 

Note that Fantasia, who won the AI 
title that year, auditioned for the Effie 
role. That director Bill Condon gave 
the career-making role to Jennifer in- 
stead must have been a sweet mo- 
ment of vindication for the Al finalist. 

We are happy for Jennifer because 
most of the ‘Ido! finalists through all 
five years have not landed record or 
any other show biz deals. 

In the “Dreamgirls” movie, if Jen- 
mifer proves that she has acting chops 
as well, she may be in the biz for good. 
By coincidence, the performer who 
shook the rafters when she belted 
“And | Am Telling” in the original 1981 
Broadway production is also named 
Jennifer—ast name: Holliday. 

‘There are signs that Jennifer is in 
Hollywood for good. ShoWest, the an- 
nual film trade convention in Las Ve- 


FROM left, Anika Rose, Beyonce and Jennifer. Fantasia auditioned for the role 


that Jennifer got. 


gas, recently named the Ilinois native 
as “Female Star of Tomorrow" for 
2006. Previous recipients of the 
award, given to a promising actress, 
indude Cameron Diaz, Hilary 
Swank, Naomi Watts, Jennifer Gar- 
mer, Minnie Driver and Claire 
Danes. 


Like a premiere. 

But back to the set visit: It felt more 
like a premiere. DreamWorks and 
Paramount set up a huge party tent 
behind the restored movie palace, the 
Orpheum, where the night's scenes 
were being filmed. 

‘As the rains continued, the tent 
leaked and the carpet became soggy 
but the joint was jumping with me- 
dia folks waiting to proceed to the 
theater. A monitor showed a clip of 
Holliday, but with the the sound 
off. 

On display were costumes by Os- 


exclusive 


carmominated designer Sharen 
Davis ("Ray)—a suit for Jamie 
Foxx character (reportedly based on 
Motown founder Berry Gordy) and 
glittery gowns for The Dreamettes 
(Beyonce, Jennifer and Anika Noni 
Rose, a Tony Award winner for "Caro- 
line, or Change"). Plasma screens fea- 
tured scenes from the film highlight- 
ing the choreography of Fatima 
Robinson, who has created dance 
moves for the likes of Black Eyed Pea 
Outkast, Will Smith and Prince. 

Several dioramas showeased the 
set designs of John Myhre, who won 
the Oscar statuette for Best Produc- 
tion Design ("Memoirs of a Geisha") 
to accompany his first one for "Chica- 
go.” 

Director Bill Condon, who wrote 
"Chicago" and penned and helmed 
“Kinsey” introduced his award-winning 
team. Then it was time to march to the. 
Orpheum to watch the cast do "Steppin? 

to the Bad Side." 

Beyonce, Jennifer 
and Anika—beauti- 
ful in red sequined 


ScREENING 


Robinsons Movieworld 
galleria«ermita«metro east 


“The Shocking Video 
that Rocked the Whole Country” 
The Co-Ed. two girls and a boy of barely legal age are 
aught having tex on tape. Who ate they? Why did they do i 
Where ara they now? 
The Him araws answers from the urban legene 
around the controversial зах videos and the result is 
murus narrative with elements of mock documentary 
Led is a 21-year old co-ed student in a prestigious college 
He dreams f making and starring in Ns own “dirty movie 
and becomes obsessed wiin Ine idea Leo eggs her уел! 


gowns—and plenty 
of backup dancers 
performed the fully- 
choreographed num- 
ber as the cameras 
rolled. And then it 
was over... too quick- 
ly. The press folks 
wanted тоге! 

Jamie Foxx, Holly- 
woods No. 1 party 
boy, invited everyone 
back to the tent for 
more booze. 

A wide-eyed Jen- 


Claire 1o be part of the video She hes 


upclose and personat 
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nifer repeatedly ex- 
claimed “Wow!” 
when asked about 
this career break, The 
former cruise ship en- 
tertainer said she has 
recorded "And 1 Am 
Telling" and that she 
cant wait to meet 
Jennifer Holliday. 


ITIP ULATION 


1 asked if she has 
been in touch with 
Jasmine. — Jennifer 
replied, “I havent 
spoken to her lately 
but 1 know that she 
did a show in my 
hometown." 


‘Dallas,’ ‘Kotter’ 

If negotiations 
push through, 
watch out for a 
movie version of the 
1980s soap opera 
that had everyone 
glued to their seats: 
"Dallas." 

The following are 
reportedly in talks to 
star in the big screen 
take of the hit TV зе- 
ries about a Texas oil 
family: Jennifer 
Lopez (Sue Ellen), 
Luke Wilson (Bob- 
by), John Travolta 
QR) and Shirley 
MacLaine (Miss El- 
lie). 

If flmmaker 
Robert Luketic can 
raise the camp and 
fun quotient a notch 
higher than "Mon- 
ster-in-Law” (where 
he directed J Lo), this 
21st Century "Dallas" 
should be a hoot. 

The TV series 
where Travolta first 
gained recognition, 
"Welcome Back, Kot- 
tes" is also being 
turned into a movie, 
Ice Cube, who is pro- 
ducing, will also star 
as the teacher (origi 
nally played by Gabe 
Kaplan). No word 
yet on who will play 
John's Vinnie Bar- 
barino, the тое 
helped launch his ex- 
traordinary movie ca 
reer, 

Al of these re- 
makes have driven an 
online columnist to 
react with, "Aarrgh. 
Do we really need to 
see J. Lo in Dallas or 
Ice Cube in Kotter?” 

(E-mail the colum- 
nist at 
тупераїез_5585@уа- 
hoo.com.) 
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Gov't hikes sin tax collection target by 1876 


BIR to make up for its failure last year to deliver expected revenue 
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STOCK MARKET 


Ds H HUET DARD 
(Gee stock market report on Page B2) 


Shares close 0.37% higher 


SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED 0.37 
percent higher, extending gains as fund man- 
agers polished their portfolios ahead of the 
end of the first quarter of the year, dealers 
sald, 
Recent positive economic data and earnings 
SHARES/ 82 
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ai Winston ups 

Ail Equitable ante /B3 
DBP increasing funds 
for wholesale lending /37 


BOP surplus 
of P1.6B seen 
by yearend 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS EX- 
pects its balance of payments to post a surplus 
ofabout $1.6 billion by year’s end, lower than 
last year’s $2.4 billion. 

‘Although the country’s actual BOP surplus 
in the first two months of this year had al- 
ready reached $2.03 billion, BSP has "conser- 
vatively" factored in outflows from debt pay. 
ments for the rest of the year, ав well as lower 
growth in inflows of overseas Filipino work- 
ers’ remittances and foreign portfolio invest- 
ments. 

But even as local exporters are complaining 
that the sharply rising peso was hurting their 
business, the BSP maintained its more opti- 
mistic outlook on export, expecting a growth 
rate of 8 percent this year against last year's 4 
percent. 

But BSP Deputy Governor Diwa Guinigun- 
do said the latest projections already assumed 
a stronger peso against the US dollar. The 
governments latest foreign exchange as- 
sumption is a range of 51 to 53 for the year. 

“There are still many risks in the global 
economy, such as in exports,” Guinigundo 
said. "We are price takers in the world market 

„уге must be more realistic about it.” 

He added that the BSP was looking at a 
lower OFW remittances growth rate of 10 
percent from last year's growth of 25 percent 
due to certain risks, such as the strict imple- 
mentation of anti-money laundering mea- 
sures and immigration policies around the 
world. 

"We expect strong OFW remittance to con- 
tinue, but not in the same magnitude as [last 
year’s] 25 percent," Guinigundo said, 

BSP officials added, however, that all these 
projections on the BOP and its components 
could still change, depending on external de- 
velopments this year. 

In the case of inflows of hot money or for- 
eign portfolio investments in stocks and peso- 
denominated government securities, Guini- 
gundo said that there has been slower inflows 
this year compared to those recorded last 

jer. 

She added that the governments front- 
loading of foreign borrowings expanded the 

ВОР SURPLUSI B7 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS DIRECTED THE BUREAU OF IN- 
ternal Revenue to increase its collection of "sin taxes" by 18 
percent this year. 


"ThegovernmentwantstheBIRtomake | revenue expected from the enactment of 
up for its failure last year to deliver the the law that raised excise tax rates slapped 


on cigarettes and alcohol products. 

‘The BIR this year is given a tax collec- 
tion target of P48.042 billion from 
40.695 billion last year. 

‘The revenue agency was supposed to 
have collected about P5 billion more in 
sin taxes, based on its projected incre- 
mental revenues from the Sin Tax law. 

‘The government said the sin tax law 


was supposed to generate P7.5 billion in, 
additional taxes last year. But the BIR was 
able to collect only about P2 billion. 
The law was enacted in December 
2004 and took effect in January last year. 
Revenue officials claimed that the 
BIR's failure last year to meet the pro- 
jected P7.5 billion in incremental rev- 
соут/вз 


Fred and Presy Ramos, business owners; 
with their children Maureen-and Adrian. 
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By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER EMPIRE EAST 
Land Holdings, Inc. will buy back up to P1 bil- 
lion worth of its own shares over the next two 
years, the company said їп a disclosure yester- 
day. 

Empire East said the buyback program was 
part of its strategy to "create and enhance share- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BUSINESS 
Empire East to buy back shares 


Real estate developer sets aside P2 billion for 2-yr program 


holder value” as current market prices of Empire 
East's shares “do not reflect their true value.” 

Empire East shares yesterday closed at 57 
centavos each. 

Empire East will carry out the buy-back 
program over the next two years. 

Empire East is a pioneer in self-contained 
township projects in Metro Manila and in the 
suburbs, catering to the middle-income market. 


These include flagship project Laguna Be- 
lAir in Sta. Rosa, Laguna; Cambridge Village 
їп the Pasig-Cainta area; and California Gar- 
den Square in Mandaluyong City. 

Meanwhile, trading of the shares of Empire 
East's parent firm Megaworld Corp. will be 
suspended from April 7 to 21 to pave the way 
forits international stock offer. 

EMPIRE/BS 


FRIDAY, M, 


srocxs 


ОД 
BANKS 
Banco de Oro Univ Bank % 


авав авв 
28 


25910 
SS Einon 


em donet Pi 
Pese 


[ы ир нен c 
[od 


шон: 


ЕН 
‘OTHER financial INSTITUT 
i. Y 


258 


Ste sahana 


\АВСН 24,2006 - 


=| 


Ed 
288823558883: 


Ii 


Phu Stock Exchange Ic. 
Son le Ponca. 
Avantage Corp. 


ES 


8i 


zB 
ГАР 


| Splash 
| MAKE YOUR MONEY GROW! s | sees 


l Ashi | | sales 
s high as uh 


SPLASH CORP, THE 
flagship beauty and 
skin care products 
arm of Splash Hold- 
ings, expects to grow 
its revenues to be- 
tween P4 billion and. 
P4.6 billion this year 
with its introduction 
of new products. 

Splash was able to 
generate P3 bilion in 
revenues last year ow- 
ing to five new brands ME oe n 
under its cosmetics and сидек. 
tolezies line, Noel Jê Suni tangs ae 
Mamucom, associate Pot Bion hie e 
vice president for Bime Meda Hokings ne 
Splash said in a press Shepton. o, 
briefingyesterday тасв, 

Manucom, howev- Weer inousines iac. 
er, declined to dis- Аваз 
dose its new product Rawa 
offerings this year. 

Net income, on the 
other hand, for the 
year was placed at 
Р450 million from 
P200 million last year. 

Splash is consid- 
егей a market leader 
in the sale of lotions, 
exfoliants, whitening 
products and lotions. 

To bankroll further 
expansion, — Splash 
plans to raise P3 bil- 
lion from a proposed 
public offering of new 
ог previously-owned 
shares by the first 
quarter next year. 

It has tapped Ernst 
and Young as finan- 
ial adviser 


Shares ... 
From page BI 


reports also contin- 
пей to bolster the 
market, which has 
risen over six of the 
past seven sessions, 
the dealers added. 

The Philippine 
Stock Exchange com- 
posite index rose 8.08. 
points to 2,192.78 for 
the best finish since 
Aug. 30, 1999 when it 
ended at 2,201.24. 

Earlier, the index 
moved ' between 
2,184.13 and 
2,198.01. 

The all-shares i 
dex was down 1.92 
points at 1,054.13. 
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Volume stood at 
101 billion shares 
worth PL3 billion 
($4287 million). 
Gainers outnum- 
bered losers 75 to 21, 
while 48 stocks were 
unchanged, 

‘The peso traded at 
51.155 to the US dol- 
lar as of mid-day. 

Ayala Corp, the 
country's largest con- 
glomerate, was the 
benchmark | indexs 
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the Philippine Islands 
and Ayala Land Inc., 
however succumbed 
to profit-taking, with 
top-traded BPI falling 
50 centavos to 
P62.50, while Ayala 
land was down 25 
centavos at P10.75. 
San Miguel Corp. A 
shares, limited to local 
investors, ended шь 
changed at P60.50, 
but San Miguel B- 
shares open to both lo- 
cal and foreign in- 
vestors, gained 50 cen- 
tavos to P81.50. AFP 
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Equivalent 


0828020 
0007081 
1447048 
0.106701 
0.634304 
0710076 
0512204 
0.596256 
2.197156 
0.220782 
0510714 
0000091 
0.021264 
0.225465 
1.000000 
0269494 
0383343. 
0.134001 
0018666 
0.224396 
0076154 
0520080 
0.125826 
0013801 
0130805 
0.000851 
0.106369 
0015051 
0025469 
0.000386 
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Country 


United States 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong. 
Swtzortand 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australa 
Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonosia 
Thailand 
ШЕ 

Euro 
Argentina 
Bras 
Denmark 
inda 
Malaysia 
Mexico 
New Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 
South Arca. 
Korea 
Sweden 
Syra 
Tanan 
Venezuela 


Dirham 
Euro 
Poso 
Real 
Kroner 
Rupee 
Ringgit 
Now Poso 
Dolar 
Kroner 
Rupee 
Rand 
Won. 
Kroner 
Pound. 
N Dolar 
Bolivar 


1.000000 
0008552 
1747600 
0728883 
0766048 
0857550 
0.618607 
0720098 
2653505 
0266638 
0616780 
0000110 
0025681 
0.272294 
1.207700 
0325468 
0462963 
0.161833 
0.022543 
0271003 
0091971 
0628101 
0.151960 
0016067 
0157973 
0001028 
0.129186 
0019264 
0030758. 
0000466 


Peso 
Equivalent 


51.1690 
04375 
89.4125 
65030 
39.1934 
438753 
31.6544 
36.8424 
135.7613 
13.6420 
31.5568 
0.0056 
13139 
183914 
61.7808 
166518 
23686 
8.2799 
1594 
13653 
4.7055 
321355 
TTUT 
08527 
8.0824 
0.0526 
6.6095 
0.9856 
15737 
00238 
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Manages Fund Сон. nen че Fixed Income Fund 1443952 | 1.134202 
" ‘Growth Fund - Peso 117891 115094 
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for up to 10 million 

shares of Equitable and Banking Eco- nance Secretary Ш 
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kers, . фе three current March 7 Phinma heart of New Manila 
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то, that the Govern- ^ According to the Luistro, as well as i 

ment Service Insur- grapevine, Fabella subsequently host- E The Comforts of Home. 


proposed the profes- ing a ballroom danc- а А ? The Pleasures of Condo Living. 
2 N 


ance System was also 


willingtobuyoutthe sorial endowment, ing session for the 


BDO/SM Group's something he ac- group. \ 
stake in Equitable knowledged was not А La Salle infor- 23-storey office / residential 
PCiBank, "cash, no possible in the past mant, however, minium along E. Rodriguez 3 
questions asked,” at due to what he said claims that the ball- XST., Avenue, New Manila, О.С. 
yesterday's closing was “the suspicion of room dancing, plus Colle 
кее motives." karaoke, session was =A 
мсїювпге: The past he re- indeed held in De i ii і 
Cocktales does not, ferred to was 11 Осатроз Greenhills Randy fer Occupancy 
and has never years ago, when Fa- house two days later. AHR. Security x 
owned, whether di- Della and colleagues, 7 fers The Best Condotel 
rectly or indirectly, funded by grants Heard through 
Y ik E from the US Agency. the grapevine 
lank share.) for International De- эз. 
PCIBankwasconsider- advocacy campaign Manila Water to take 
ably higher yesterday, against the Bangko over the operations 
with 758,400 shares Sentral to press for of the Fort water and 
changing hands, com- peso — devaluation Sewerage company 
pared to Wednesdays amid record dollar which, it is hoped, 
276,600, | Tuesdays inflows would bring water Е у 
138,800and Mondays ` Disclosure: Cock- rates within The Fort ï AAE ? E A, 2 & 9-BR i alane 
206,900, when the talesatthattimewas down to Makati- 
shares closed at P75 receiving flak from Taguig levels. т Е -0888 
аре á the Bangko Sentral, (Email: cock- JW FOR VIEWING APPOINTMENT & INQUIRIES! A 
ET er фы E 635-0294 - 638-2268 Ш "PNA 0922-8380888 
Garcia sald he had i mors leamed adver. peg E ASBREALTY CORP. 632-1010 M 2-с 
sued represents about saries, 7 
1375 percent of the — This time, the Dili- 


banks 727,003,345 man guests 
total outstanding more circumspect. 


shares arly oe. bel mede e | Earning P30,000 by age 10. 


1 porters who were 
isting power structure itching to get his 
inEquitablePCBank. — views pn the current 
"They sniff down strong peso, also 
that Ihave a ‘drunk- amid record dollar 
en’ buyer,” a piqued inflows. 
Garcia said. "After ^ Likewise, UP vice 
thesmoke of this Бас presi а É з Hb. 
dee et cee president лты | Made first million by 24. 
who had been drunk partment’ chair Ma. 
and who had been Socorro Сосһосо- 
sleeping on thejob.” Bautista, and three 
м former ` economic 
Economists at planning secretaries 
the gate currently on the UP 
THE UP School of faculty—Solita Mon- imilli ire* 
THE UF School co бео Sex | A multimillionaire by 34. 
force at the Bangko and Dante Can- 
Sentral Wednesday took the same 
butinstead ofprotest- tack, preferring to 
ing the strong peso, dissect the grilled fil- 
the dismal scientists let of cream dory 
even expressed irra- amid live piano mu- 
tional exuberance sic rather than dwell 
over an institution оп current monetary 
they had been fulmi- policies. 
naling against not too Clearly, it was not 
long ago. the time to use an- 
“There is no finer other —Churchillian 
investment for any quote: “I have never 
community than developed indiges- 
putting milk into the · tion from eating my 
mouth of babies,” words.” 
said UPSE Dean Raul 
Fabella in his studied Money-go-round 
British accent, quot- ©THE Far Eastern 
ing Churchill, as he University пех 
accepted a P3-mil- month will confer an 
lion check from Gov. honorary doctorate 
Amando Tetangco Jr. for Business Manage- 
"The modest outlay ment on retired 
established the BSP Bangko Sentral Gov. 
Professorial Sterling Rafael Buenaventura. 
Chair in Monetary — eTORMER Fi- 


Gov't hikes ... г жейт 
ue t to your loved one? 


enues from the Sin Tax law was due to the 
frontloading of production done by cigarette 
and alcohol manufacturers. 

Knowing that sin taxes would increase 
starting January last year, some cigarette and 
alcohol makers advanced production in the 
Jatter months of 2004 to avoid paying higher 
taxes, BIR officials had said. Milestones is Philamlife's newest Ife insurance product that lets you enjoy your money In more ways than one, 

Batis tax is slapped on products once they 4 advantages of Philamlife’s Milestones: 

"е Rs had plemented admin iacet casn jeanne eui you ssa с В Pc paynent period 
trative measures to improve the collection of چ ی‎ р жыты is рі ыы и 


n “Earns better than ordinary savings accounts 
sin taxes and plug possible tax leaks. Dividends - Get your dividends anytime or accumulate them until age 65 as а substantial retirement fund 
One such measure calls for the installation ofa 


ч Count on Philamite's strength, stability, and financial expertise to ensure optimum returns for your funds 
computer system in factories of alcoholic bever- Я Ы Е = 


ages and cigarettes. The system will detect the Total Premu Guaranteed Cash Payout 
volume of products taken out of the factories. (Annual Premium x 5 Years) Every 2 Years 

The BIR has already installed a computerized 80,885 x 5 = P404,425* P3000" From Age 10 10,800,000" P445,000* Starting Age 66 1 76,100,000" By Age 66 
detection system in the factory of cigarette mak- м 
er Fortune Tobacco, owned by tycoon Lucio Тал, Тизип or an sued age 5 wh P300,000 bask lace amount, inclusive of dividends. Dindends are dependent on the company’s performance andare not guaranteed 

The Sin Tax law is one of the revenue-rais- Let your money actively work for you as you live life to the fullest, Avail of Philamlife's Milestones today. 
ing measures the Arroyo administration is 


pushing in an effort to reduce the govern- gie For more information, call (02)528-5555. аля iwe 
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‘The government's economic team hopes l0 фас 
wipe out the deficit by 2008. 
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Low cost water sta 


A LOW COST, HIGHNOLUME, 
compact, high-tech Ozonated Ultra- 
Violet Water Station is what you need 
to be cost efficient and profitable in 
the water refilling business. The ob- 
solete way, the reverse osmosis sys- 
tem, is expensive and throws away 
(using backwash) seven out of 10 
gallons of water. This makes the RO 
system environmentally unfriendly 
and unprofitable. Ozonation (Ozone 
or 03) radical gas, on the other hand, 
kills germs on contact 300 times bet- 
terand safer than chlorine. 

‘The Electromex UHPSOO is ultra 
compact at 4 feet x 3 feet x 6 feet, in- 
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clusive of фе tanks and the US- 
made filters and European-made 
stainless pump head complete with 
the high-energy Ultra Violet Germi- 
cidal lamp and heavy-duty Ozone 
Generator. This machine delivers 
five gallons a minute (3,000 gallons 
in half a day). Electromex doesn't 
need royalties or prohibitive fran- 
chise fees because the machine is 
portable. 

It takes only one hour to install, 
and needs only a 220-volt outlet. At 
a costof only 30 centavos a gallon to 
operate, this machine is perfect for 
any small Barangay Hall. Ozone is 


SUBIC 
Tel. (047) 252-3734 or 41 


ms 
| E Y 
SPICING UP SBMA 
Dencio’s recently opened its Subic branch. Seen 
atthe opening were (from left) SBMA | Chair Feli- 
clano Salonga, Denclo's managing director Judy 
+; Gabriel, SBMA Board Director JV ‘Magsaysay, and 
“+ Olongapo City Vice Mayor Rolen Paulino. Den- 
clo's, ‘an all new attitude of an old time great’, has 
‘other branches in Scout Albano, Capitol Hills, 


Camp John Hay, Rockwell Jupiter, Canlubang, 
Metrowalk, Las Pinas, SM Bagulo, Eastwood, 
Paseo de Roxas, Brittany Bay, Robinsons Ermita, 
CCP Complex, SM Megamall, Araneta Center, 
Paseo de Magallanes, Banawe, and Luisita Cen- 
ter. Watch out for branches soon to open in the 
Fort and Connecticut in Greenhills. 


being used by the Los Angeles Water 
District and by most systems in 
France, Germany and Switzerland, 

Call Electromex at 531-6782 or 
535-9069, or log on to www.elec- 
tromexinc.com. 
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LOURDES MEDRANO =‏ 
VASQUEZ‏ 


of Nasugbu, Batangas and 
Ayala Alabang Village, Muntinlupa 


CABOCHAN FAMILY 


MOURNS WITH DEEP SORROW THE 
UNTIMELY DEATH, AT THE AGE OF 81, 
OF THEIR BELOVED 


RICARDO PAULINO 
CABOCHAN 


OF 
SAN MIGUEL, BULACAN 


Died on March 19, 2006 at the age of 61. 


Her husband Godofredo Vasquez; children Geevy Vasquez 
and Ivy Vasquez-Javier; children-in-law 
Yhang Errasquin-Vasquez and Jonathan Javier 
and grandchildren Giancey and Joshua 
request their friends to join them in prayers. 


Her remains lie in state at F. Castro Street, 
Nasugbu, Batangas. Interment will be on Sunday, 
March 26, 2006 after the 1 p.m. Mass at 
St. Francis Xavier Church, Nasugbu, Batangas. 


2 
ES 


His remains lie in state at 
Mount Carmel Church, 
New Manila, Quezon City. 
His cremation will be held at 
Loyola Marikina 
on Sunday, March 26, 2006 after 
the 2:30 p.m. Mass at 
Mount Carmel Church 


THEY YERITAGE PARK 


FORT BONIFACIO 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


Elegant & Spacious Chapels *US-made Caskets «Catered Meals 
*Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 
Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


CLASSIFIEDS... 


Ў JOSE DEMETILLOY 
MASANGKAY, SR. 


(February 21, 1922 — March 20, 2006) 


‚яне г LOGISTICS», 
ETUR : Paacefully joined his CREATOR, and wife LUZ YATCO MASANGKAY. 
аана ША Не ved а мї йө and was a devoted soles father, Не is survived by 
З his chidren: MARIBEL MASANGKAY VANN, ARLENE Y. 
MASANGKAY. MARISSA Y. MASANGKAY, SOCORRO 
MASANGKAY LOCK, JOSE MASANGKAY, JR... grandchildren: 
CREECHIE LOCK, CREENIE LOCK, MARC-ANTOINE VOUILLA 
UME, JOSE CARLO MASANGKAY. MA. CRISTINE MASANGKAY, 
CHOLO MASANGKAY, JOSE MARIE MASANGKAY, and nephew: 
RICARDO Q. YATCO. 


1 His body les in state at San Antonio de Padua Church, Binan, Laguna. А 


Interment will be on March 26, 2006 after tho 1:30 Mass at 
Centennial Chapel, Centennial, Sta. Rosa City, Laguna. 
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Alindogan is new DBP Chair 


ч 


PRESIDENT GLORIA MACAPAGAL- 
Arroyo has appointed former 
Monetary Board member Antonino L. 
lindogan, Jr. as the new chair of the 
Development Bank ofthe Philippines 
(DBP). He replaces former chair 
Vitaliano N. Nafagas П who resigned 
from the bank to return to the private 
sector. 

Prior to his appointment, 
‘Alindogan was the Bank's consultant 
for microfinance, responsible for the. 
establishment of an integrated ap- 
proach to a more effective and 
sustainable microfinance operations 
in the Bank. 

In his six-year term of office as 
Monetary Board member from Au- 

_ Bust 1999 to July 2005, Alindogan 


volunteered to be the lead advocate 
of microfinance. He visited various 
microfinance institutions, banks, and 
NGOs. He attended meetings of 
microenterprises in their barangays, 
listened to them, encouraged them, 
and pushed for policy changes to 
bring microfinance in the forefront of 
development. 

Alindogan is a magna cumlaude 
graduate of the De La Salle University. 
Where he completed a course in busi- 
mess. He is a certified public 
accountant, and attended the 82% Ad- 
vance Management Program of the 
Harvard Business School ín 1979. He 
also trained extensively with J.P. 
Morgan's banking offices in New York, 
Zurich, London, and Singapore. 


GARMA CUNIC 
VD SPECIALIST | 


UD EE 


ALLERGIES RECURRENT 
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{ FELINO ISIDRO DE LEON i 


of Peñaranda, Nueva Ecija 


Peacefully joined his Creator on March 22, 2006 
at the age of 83. 


TOR grandchildren 
М, MARINEL, LIXON, REXEL, BORGY & 
ıd brothers / sisters in laws request to pray for his 

Iber oft eternal happiness in heaven. 
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Loos. 


His remains lie in state at the fi 
Peñaranda, Nueva Ecija. 


Interment will be held at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, 26 March 2006 ў 


at Peñaranda Cemetery. 
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Switch to energy-saving lamps will save RP P24B/year, Philips says 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE COUNTRY WILL SAVE AS 
much as P24 billion a year and 
cut electricity consumption by at 
least 258 million megawatt- 
hours (MWh) if incandescent 
bulbs and fluorescent lights are 
replaced with more energy-effi- 
cient lighting systems. 

Paul Peeters, Philips Lighting 
general manager for the 


some 25 mi 


compact. 
(CFLs) woul 


fluorescent 
technology 
other hand, 


Asean/Pacific region, said in a 
briefing yesterday that replacing 


descent bulbs in the country with 
in monetary savings and 2 milli 


MWh in electricity savings a year. 
Replacing all old-style “T12" 


illion installed incan- 


fluorescent lamps 
Id result in P19 billion 
terparts. 


bulbs with the new- 
"T8" bulbs, on the 


would chalk up year- rescent bulbs. 


Japanese outlook 
worsens in March 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


JAPANESE FIRMS’ BUSINESS SENTIMENT 
‘onthe country has taken a turn for the worse. 

The monthly survey by the Japan External 
‘Trade Organization showed that the firms’ 
rating on the Philippines dropped further toa 
negative 10.1 in March from a negative 0.4 
last month—the lowest in 11 months—due 
partly to a decline in overall confidence in 
Southeast Asia. 

The report said, however, that business 
sentiment was expected to improve in the 
next two or three months to a rating of nega- 
tive2.9. 

Jetro said this was in line with the expected 
improvement in the overall sentiment for the 
original members of the Association of South- 
east Asian Nations—including Thailand, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore—in the 
coming months. 

The poll also showed that 47.5 percent of 
Asean respondents cited the "negative im- 
pacts" of high petroleum prices on their busi- 
nesses. 

Jetro conducts the survey to provide up-to- 
date information оп business conditions in 
the Asian economy to help companies devel- 
ор more effective business strategies. 

Jetro polls the companies to measure year- 


on-year changes in their business outlook for 
the current month and the next two or three 
months. 

‘The answers are expressed as DI, the differ- 
ence between the ratio of positive and nega- 
tive responses. 

A bigger DI means that there are more com- 
panies with a negative outlook on their busi- 
nesses in the country. 

Firms were asked to compare earnings 
prospects, supply and demand, inventory, 
sales prices and accounts receivable with the 
same period a year earlier. 

When Jetro started the monthly poll in 
June 2001, the Philippines rated negative in 
first 10 months with the DI rating bottoming 
at negative 40.9 in December 2001 and peak 
ing at 22.9 in September 2004. 

Inthe past 12 months, the Philippines post- 
ed a high Di rating of 1.6 in April 2005 and hit 
the lowest so far this month. 

Philippine-based respondents in the Au- 
gust survey included 209 firms engaged in 
Businesses involving oil, chemicals, steel, 
metals, electric and electronic machinery, 
transportation machinery and other manu- 
facturing concerns as well as construction, re- 
al estate, transport, communication, 
merce, services and other nonmanufacturing 
activities 


Empire ... WAREHOUSE SALE 


From page B2 March 


Megaworld will of 
fer up to 3.9 billion 
соттоп shares con- 
sisting of 3.5 billion 
primary shares and 
4232 million sec- 
ondary shares. 

The — seonday | 
shares to be sold ае | 
owned by Colony-cB | 
Richard Elis, Mega- | REFRIGERATORS 
worlds foreign partner. 

Megaworld hopes 


to табе PS billion | à ү i 
from the offer. р 
Industry analysts | \ 


put the offer price at 
about P1.40 a share. 
Megaworld closed 


at P1.48 a share yes- fold KM за, 


24 to April 01, 2006 
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CORDON COMMERCIAL CORPORATION 


Merville Access Road. Marville, Paranaque City 


"Telephone Nas- (02) 8211805 to 06 


L1 M] 


BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
Makati City, Metro Manila 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS 


April 6, 2006 


To The Stockholders: 


Pursuant to Article IV of the Amended By-Laws of the Bank of the Philippine Isiands (BPI), 


notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting 


of the Stockholders of BPI will be held at the 


Grand Ballroom, Hotel Inter-Continental, Makati City, Metro Manila, on Thursday, 06 April 2006, 


at 9:00 A.M., for the transaction of the following 
1. Calling of Meeting to Order. 
Certification of Notice. 


business 


2 

3, Determination and Declaration of Quorum. 

4. Approval ofthe Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Stockholders on April 7, 2005 and 
the Special Meeting on November 11, 2005. 
Reading of Annual Report and approval of the Bank's Statement of Condition as of 
December 31, 2005 incorporated in the Annual Report. 
Approval and Confirmation of ай Acts during the past year of the Board of Directors, 


Executive Committee, and all other 
Officers of BPI. 


Board and Management Committees and 


7. Election of 15 Members of the Board of Directors. 
Election of External Auditors and Fixing their Remuneration, 


. Declaration of Stock Dividend. 
10. Directors’ Bonus. 
11. Other Matters. 
In accordance 
will be closed from March 7, 2006 to April 6, 200 
2006 will be entitled to notice and to vole at the 


with Article XII of the said By-Laws, the Stock and Transfer Book of BPI 
%. Only Stockholders of record as of March 7, 


said meeting. 


If I will be Inconvenient for you to attend the meeting, you may at your option, 
appoint another person to represent you thereat by means of а proxy, which should be 
submitted to the Office of the Corporate Secretary of BPI, 19% Floor, BPI Bulddng, Ayala 


Avenue corner Paseo de Roxas, Makati City, М 


его Manila, not later than 5:00 P.M. of March 


27, 2006. Validation of proxies shall be held at the same office on March 29, 2006 at 4:00 P.M. 


When signing as attorney-In-act, executor, administrator, guardian, or іп any other 
representative capacity, please give full tite and flle papers showing your authority 


F 


'OR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 


(Sgd.) CARLOS B. AQUINO 
Vice President & 
Corporate Secretary 


ly savings of PS billion and reduce 
overall electricity consumption 
by 580,000 MWh, he said. 

Bulbs using T8 technology, һе 
explained, were thinner and use 
Jess energy than their T12 coun- 


He said households and com- 
mercial and industrial establish- 
ments in other parts of the world 
have been switching to T8 fiuo- 


“Apart from the Philippines, 
only Pakistan and India are using 
TI2. The rest of the world is now 
using T8," he said. 

These countries have been 
slow to switch to Т12 fluorescent. 
bulbs because of the huge differ- 
ence in cost. 

Incandescent bulbs sell for P26 
each compared to an average of 
P120 each for energy-saving 
lamps. 


Peter said people would have 
to realize the long-term benefits 
for them to trade in their incan- 
descent bulbs for energy-saving 
bulbs. 

“Switching is ап investment 
that consumers will have to 
make,” he said. 

Citing Philips research, he 
said that if a million homes were 
to replace just one standard 60- 
watt incandescent bulb with an 


11-watt energy-saver CFL, the 
country's overall electricity de- 
mand would drop by 38 
megawatts (MW). 

On the industrial side, if just 
500 big industries swapped 
their current standard magnetic 
ballast-type fluorescent lamps 
with the new generation of en- 
ergy-saving fluorescent bulbs, 
peak demand would be reduced 
by 16 MW. 
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Excitement with a touch of Prestige. 


In celebration of the BMW Xpo month, Prestige Cars Makati presents 
% downpayment, 7 years financing on all BMW models* 


-up of exclusive offerings. 


* An opportunity to get 
* Institut San W purchase 


by being a member of 


Prestige Cars BMW 2324 Pasong Tamo Extension, Makati City * 
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A NATIONWIDE series of SEMINARS on making INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGIES work for SMALL AND MEDIUM BUSINESSES 


+ How computer technologies сап help your business ° Networking and communications strategies 
+ Financing your IT investments — Wireless technologies «Security 


reservations, please fax 
this to 759-2022 to 24 or em: 
details to editorspcmag.ph 


MAKATI CITY 
Dusit Hotel Nikko, Ayala Center | 
8:30am to 5:00pm | 
pq 
March 28 For RETAIL / WHOLESALE 
and SALES-ORIENTED 
BUSINESSES 


March 30 For MANUFACTURING- 
ORIENTED BUSINESSES 


March 34 For PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES Nature of Business: | 


For more information, please call 
8134396 / 840-0196 / 813-6848 
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PROVINCIAL TOUR 


- For all owners of small and medium businesses in retaillwholesale, manufacturing, or professional services. 


DAVAO CITY 


The Marco Polo Davao 
April 20, 2006 e 8:30am to 5:00pm 


CEBU CITY 
Marriott Hote! 
May 11, 2006 ө 8:30am to 5:00pm 


ANGELES, PAMPANGA 


Holiday Inn Clark 
Juno 8, 2006 ө 8:30am to 5:00pm 


Seminar fee is just PhP500.00. Inclusive of 


Buffet lunch, morning & afternoon snacks, 
and a 6-month subscription to PC Magazine. 


энедей poriopant shal be contacted porto he event and shal be given nsuckons on how to Toward payments. Once payment 1s roced, 
he soci prtonents shal o gen CONFIRMATION CODES. Orly mierestod partes wih conrmalen codes shal be accepted no Ine seminars 


Due to limited slots. PC Magazine reserves t! 
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Investing in women farmers: 


By Ernesto M. Ordoñez 
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flung rocky uplands needed for the family's 
survival. Prevailing patrilocal land ownership 
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ASTHEWOMEN'S MONTH ENDS, WE MUST 
realize that the economic empowerment of 
women farmers is key to our country's devel- 
‘opment. They constitute half of the largest 
sector in the economy and are largely respon- 
sible for putting food on our table. However, 
women farmers not only belong to the poor- 
est sector; they are further disadvantaged be- 
cause of the bias given to their male counter- 


parts in development oppor- 
tunities. This is ironic, be- 
cause several studies have 


shown thatspending on women farmers often 
produces the highest return on investment. 


Facts and figures 

Inher article, "Protecting the Rights of Wom- 
еп Farmers,” Nepal's Kamala Sarup states: "Ac- 
cording to FAO estimates, women produce 
more than 50 percent of the food grown world- 
wide. This includes up to 80 percent of food 
produced by women in African countries, 60 
percent in Asia, and between 30 and 40 percent 
in South America. But stil, women are getting 
poorer. The percentage of women below the 
poverty line has increased by 50 percent since 
the 1970s, while the comparable figure for men 
increased by only 30 percent.” 

A recent World Bank study showed that. 
women received the same education as men, 
farm yields could rise by as much as 22 per- 
cent. However, women farmers have access to 
only 5 percent of agricultural extension ser- 
vices worldwide. 

Marie Randriamamonjy, FAO's Women in De- 
velopment Service chief, states: "Because of this 
gender bias, policy-makers have very little data 
or analytical tools to measure the true social 
and economic value of women's farm labor. Asa 
result, rural women are ignored when national 
agricultural policies are designed.” 


Philippine situation 
‘Teresita Oliveros of the National Federation 
of Peasant Women and Asian Peasant Women 
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Network, writes: "Of the 11.2 million total labor 
force in agriculture, 8.5 million are landless. 
This is based on government data which counts 
i i теп primarily as farmers and, therefore, part of 


the labor force. However, the number of land- 
less peasant women approximates that of their 
male counterparts. This is based on the total ru- 
ral female population 15 years old and above, 
with a total number of 8 million." 

Oliveros adds: "Since much of the prime 
arable land is planted with export/commer- 
cial crops that benefit landlords, bureaucrats 


and capitalists, women are forced to till far- 
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incapacitates women's access to credit and 
training that can result in an increase in pro- 
ductivity, Due to sexual division of labor, 
women are also burdened with housework.” 


Women power 

Reversing the sad state of women farmers 
and harnessing their largely untapped potential 
requires investing in women power. In October 

2003, the Philippine Peasant 
Institute (now called Centro 
Saka) spearheaded the First 
National Rural Women’s Congress. This was 
aimed at empowering rural women to secure 
their equitable share of opportunities. 

Two and a half years lates, the rural women 
have achieved much. They are now organized 
as the Pambansang Koalisyon ng Kababaihan sa 
Kanayunan or Rural Women’s Coalition, 
aligned with the Alyansa Agrikultura. They are 
in 52 provinces, with 159 people organizations 
and 69 nongovernment organizations. 

Last year, consultations were held in 30 
provinces. For many of these provinces, it was 
the first time rural women emerged asa force. 
Rural women are now adequately represent- 
ed in the regional Gender and Development 
(GAD) councils, They are also identified in 
many GAD plans with specific budgets allo- 
cated for them. Before this, rural women were 
practically invisible, 

In the priority area of training, РКК secre- 
tary general Daryl Leyesa states, “As a nation- 
al coalition, we are asking that the bias for 
training men in agriculture be stopped and 
women given their equitable share. In addi- 
tion, because practically all the government 
training programs are given to government- 
initiated farmer organizations, we ask that 
these training programs also be given to orga- 
nizations initiated by rural women.” 


Numbers count 

Over the years, the Department of Agricul- 
ture has improved its services to rural wom- 
en. There are still areas of improvement. 

Decisions for investments on women farm- 
ers are largely influenced by the DA regional 
executive directors. However, today, only one 
out of the 14 КЕР» is a woman: Jindra Deme- 
terio of Region 6. It is, therefore, recommend- 
ed that there be a time-specific program to in- 
crease the number of women in the DA senior 
management, especially in the regions. In the 
meantime, it is hoped that priority attention 
be given to investments in rural women. 

(For inquiries and suggestions, email agri- 
watchphil@yahoo.com or telefax 02-8516635.) 


Dette L. Nacario: 


a woman leader in computer industry 


ICT industry is a man's word. Think 
again. It may be an Adam-dominated soci- 
ety butin this modem-day era where impos- 
sible is considered a myth, and the back- 
ward state of living was transformed into ап 
advancement of human stature, women 
have risen from their immemorial slumber, 
projecting everyone their auspicious depot 
‘of wisdom. 

Therefore this Women's month, a notable 
‘exemplar of contemporary lady is worth hail- 
ing for the breakthroughs she had accom- 
plished in the computer industry. She maybe 
‘surrounded with tons of technical specifica- 
tion and out-of-thisaworld jargons, but 
ager for HP 


be 


me of women in IT 


оду to the world. Nacario regarded women 
leaders as the main key in promoting com- 
puter literacy in the country. She explained 
{hat women having their own unique way of 
influencing people such traits can be used to 
change the perspeciive of people on tech- 
nology. 

Nacario added that women are the one 
calling the shot when it comes to shopping 
‘and purchases especially of consumer prod- 
ucts, thus it wil play an important role in he 
future products that will be introduced in the 
market. 

“itis expected that women leaders can al- 
зо dominate the IT industry. Philippines has 
Shinya been known to have a number of 

erent industriesIbusi- 
vuntry" she sai. 


Traveling her boulevard of success 
таса. started her career in 

nal, she never imag- 

‘ar in ICT industry. “I 

bagest local IT distribu- 

T exposure. That was 

‘that this is the indus- 

ow and become suc- 


ario took her stride in 
anner, braving all ob- 
giving her most pre- 

эе. "I wouid rather say 

y bestin all the jobs that 
Tm a very committed 
tributions before Icel- 
müously took for ways 

a. Tve gone a long way 
»reer in IT. И was not 

ng and а continuously 

she furthered. 

ached the climax of her 
snaged to surpass zenith of 
‘er prevous stints in Siemens 
^: joining HP in 1999. Al- 
ne moved to a friendly 
tor IBM in 2001 and 

d there for almost three 
her boulevard of suc- 

s эшпей her back to HP. 
celebrated come- 

^ mid 2004 in HP be- 
an arsenal of knows 
Nacario entailing her to 
amble in appreciating 
understanding. the posi- 
^g of HP's wide array of 
ducis in the markel ар- 
ropriately. Her extensive 
work experiences made 
пег versatile and al- 
lowed her to recom- 
‘several Ideas 


IPG Country General 
Manager, Nacano be- 
eved that individuals 
possess unique strength 
land capabilties that if put 
ther сой yield 
mendous results. Her u- 
ate mission is to develop 


‘and groom more capable managers and 
leaders for HP. 

What makes her truly proud of working for 
HP is the fact that it is а company that 
strongly promotes a high performance envi- 
ronment without compromising integrity and 
‘respect for individuals, takes care of ils em- 
ployees including individual growth and а 
Company that has a soul. 

“HP is one of the best companies to work 
for. All employees are made aware of the 
“HP way" where it talks about our culture 
and ош standards of business conduci 
‘which you can apply not only professionally 
But even in your own personal life,” Nacerio 
furthered. 


Atypical lady-executive 

Fora busy-bee ike Nacario one may con- 
‘dude her of having an infinite round a clock 
and 25-hour human fving. But Nacario is 
Tike other women, juggling work and finding 
leisure in hee almost droning Ме. Nacario's 
answers to such queries wil utterly change 
impressions and wil lead to realization that 
beyond her stature is а witty and amicable 
part 
Can vou describe ушан when youre 
notin the office 

Ive always been seen as a fast-paced 
person, someone who's always on the go. 
My job requires an immense amount of tme. 
{or socializing and constant interaction with 
people. So outside work, | prefer to stay 
home and fx my room and stuft. fm actualy 
а homebody bul | do enjoy going out with re- 
al close friends to tak about fle in general. I 
Consciously find time to be with my mom es- 
pecially during weekends after | lost my ded. 
ffs not an obligation but a gesture to show 
love and gratitude. 

ure time? 


Going to spa is my way to distress espo- 
cially after an out of the country business 
trip. | sometimes play badminton. | love 
shopping but seldom have the time to do it 
that's why 1 just normally do my shopping in 
Duty Free when mon a business trip. have 
two cute dogs that play with when Гт not 
too tired. ! also love going to the beach. Ive 
been to nice resorts in other countries but ior 
me, Boracay and Palawan are stil tha best. 
What makes you busy aside from your 
workloads? 


1 love reading but | hardly finish a book 
because ofthe many emails that Ihave toat- 
tond to. Having said that, reading emails has 
become a hobby, lm so allached to my 
tablet PC that I bring it anywhere even when 
Fm in a salon. Im not a music lover but my 
new iPod Nano makes me enjoy music more. 
nowadays. | love going to new restaurants, 
Tve always enjoyed Thal, Japanese, lahan 
and Filipino food. Recently | started to love 
Persian food as wel. 
How much of HP has already boon Incor- 
porated in your dally Шез1уіо? Do you in: 
@иопсо others to use HP ars 

Yes. HP has so much influence ın my dal- 
ly Me. Other than the dependency on my 
tablet PC for my everyday work and tons of 
mais, my IPAQ as my calendar assistant 


and phone, my all-in-one printer for all ту 
daily printing needs, the HP culture has be- 
соте a part of me already. Yes, | encourage 
‘ther people to use HP products especially 
those that | personally enjoy and those that 
have been useful tome. Гуе always been so. 
passionate in sharing the positive experi- 
ences | geton technology products. 

wi thi can't lh 
ош? 

1 still can't imagine life without my family 
and friends; | also can't imagine it without à 
decent work. Im sure I'd struggle without ту 
mobile phone, tablet PC, car and wallet. In 
another perspective, | don't think | can sur- 
vive without prayers. 
sonal lie? 

Maintaining a work life balance is really 
tough especially when your job requires зо 
much ime and attention. However, itis a dis- 
Tipline that has to be in place. To tell you 
frankly, | havent really been successful in 
striking a good balance between work and 
personal Ме, yet т continuously working 
fon I. Ive been so used to working late at 
home, which Im tying lo lessen now. Its а 
Conscious effort to keep my weekends for 
my personal stuff, bonding time with Mom 
and fiends, church service on Sundays and 
Ger personal activities. However, it is 
equally Important that you focus and don't 
waste anytime when you're at work. 


with- 


areerwith por: 


A purpose-driven life 

^A ife without an objective makes it futile 
and barren, thus Nacario wanted to possess 
а purpose driven Ме. "We don't just ive to 
‘work or we don't just work to live. Life should 
have a purpose to make it worthwhile. 
Knowing your purpose in Ме Is a continuous. 
ques. What's Important is you know how 
you сап add value to your work, to your fami- 
dy and to other people's lives; she stressed. 
Attributed to her success is maintaining and 
enriching her life physically emotonally, so- 
cially, and spirituel. 

‘She may be on the top of her mountainous 
successes yet Масапо persists on striving for 
the best and upholding her curent status. 
"There are stil a lot of things thal мапі to ac- 
complsh in HP. Aside from maintaning our 
leadership position in the market, stil wantus 
te grow our business in areas hat we have nol 
penetrated. | also would want lo see myself 
‘contributing further in promoting and advocat- 
ing computer eracy in the Philippines. really 
hope that wilh the help of IT tools and educa- 
tion, we would bo able to change the ives of 
‘our less fortunato countrymen,” Масапо stat- 
ed of her future goals. 


About HP 

HP is a technology solutions provider to 
consumers, businesses and institutions 
Globally. The company sofferings span IT in- 
frastructure, global services, business and 
home computing, and imaging and printing. 
For tne four fiscal quarters ended Jan. 31, 
2006, HP rovenuo tolaled $87.9 billon. 
More information about HP (NYSE, Nasdaq: 


HPO) is available at www.hp.com. жт 
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LTO: Rising number of tricycles offsets drop in other PUV registrations 
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E Low capital requirement lures many to go 
into tricycle operation business. 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


NEARLY 900,000 PUBLIC UTILITY 
vehicles are now plying the country's 
overtaxed and underdeveloped road 
network, with tricycles being the most. 
popular form of transport, according to 
the Land Transportation Office (LTO). 
latest data from the LTO showed 
that there were already 898,028 for- 
hire motor vehicles registered all over 
the country as of end-2005. This repre- 
sents an increase of 1.47-percent or 


13,021 units from the level reported as 
of end-2004. 

According to the LTO, the most ubiq- 
uitous mode of transportation in the 
country is the tricycle with a total of 
584,698 units registered as of end 
2005. This means tricycles accounted 
for 65 percent of the country's public 
utility vehicles. 

‘Tricycle are often difficult to regulate 
on the road, their drivers often violating 
traffic regulations with impunity. The 
sheer number of tricycles on Metro 


Manila's primary and secondary roads, 
for example, makes it difficult for traffic 
enforcers to catch each violator. 

‘According to the LTO, registered tricy- 
des also posted the largest increase in 
number among all types of public utility 
vehicles in 2005, rising 29,358 units from 
end -2004 level—mainly because opera- 
tors are attracted by relatively low start- 
upand operating costs. 

The LTO figures also revealed that 
the number of public jeepneys operat- 
ing throughout the country declined by 


4,229 units last year to 210,348 units. 
Last year also marked the third year 
since 1990 when registered jeepneys 
declined in number. 

The number of registered buses also 
declined in 2005. 

According to the LTO, 22,385 buses 
were registered across the country last 
year, representing a slight decline from 
24,080 units in the previous year. 

The number of taxis plying city 
streets also declined from 47,346 units 
in 2005 to only 40,442 units in 2005. 


DBP increasing funds 
for wholesale lending 


Assisting more livelihood projects 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


STATE-OWNED DEVELOPMENT BANK OF 
the Philippines is planning to increase by 24 
percent its wholesale lending portfolio this 
year to P42 billion from P33.9 billion in 2005. 

DBP president Reynaldo David said that in 
2005, P9.4 billion in new wholesale loans 
were booked, bringing the bank's total out- 
standing wholesale loans to P33.9 billion. 
This accounted for 39 percent of the bank's 
total loan portíolio, excluding inter-bank 
loans 

DBP's wholesale lending window, which 
provided finances to livelihood projects in the 
country, posted P806 million in net earnings, 
23 percentof the bank's net income last year. 

“DBR through its wholesale lending opera- 
tions, continued to ride high amid economic 
challenges last year” David said during the 
recent appreciation party for DBP's participat- 
ing financial institutions. 

"By assisting some 8,522 projects nation- 
wide last year, we helped create more than 
10,000 additional jobs and earned for the 
government about P2.6 billion in tax revenue 
yearly David said. 

He said a major chunk of the wholesale funds 
were channeled to rural-based industries. Lend- 
ing to micro, and small and medium enterprises 
accounted for the bulk of the beneficiaries. 


‘The DBP also awarded Metropolitan Bank 
and Trust Co. as its most outstanding partici- 
pating bank for all-around performance in 
2005, as the country’s biggest bank turned in 
the “most balanced and substantial participa- 
tion” in DBP's wholesale lending program. 

Bank of the Philippine Islands bagged the 
most number of citations, such as the award 
for infrastructure-and logistics development, 
social services development and environmen- 
tal development. BPI was also inducted to the 
Hall of Fame after topping the industrial guar- 
antee and loan fund (commercial bank cate- 
gory) and all-around performance categories 
for the past five years. 

First Macro Bank was awarded top bank un- 
der the micro/small medium enterprise devel- 
‘opment program for the rural bank category. 
For the commercial bank category, Chinatrust 
‘Commercial Bank bagged the same award. 

For efficient mobilization of funds through 
loan syndication, Equitable PCIBank was cit- 
ed as the most active loan syndicator. Citibank 
Philippines was elevated to the Hall of Fame 
after topping said category for five straight 


years. 

Land Bank of the Philippines was also cited 
for being DBP's active partner in the area of se- 
curities underwriting and issue management, 
as well as for its support for the development 
‘of DBP's investment banking business. 


Chevron adding more service 


stations, upgrading facilities 


By Abigail L. Ho 


CHEVRON PHILIPPINES HAS EARMARKED 
more than P375 million this year to expand its 
network of service stations, upgrade its un- 
derground storage tanks and support the 
launch of its "clean" gasoline in the country. 

In a briefing Wednesday evening, Chevron 
country chair Randy Johnson said the oil 
company would embark on a major upgrad- 
ing this year to keep its foothold in the Philip- 
pine market. 

‘After upgrading around 140 stations last 


BOP 


year, he said the company was planning to 
modernize another 200 stations this year. 

It will replace its existing underground 
storage tanks with ones that are made with 
double walls of fiberglass, he said. 

He said Chevron also continued to replace 
its lighting systems with those that consumed 
less energy, in support of the government's 
energy conservation efforts and in a move to 
reduce its electricity expenses. 

The company will also change the injection 
systems in its terminals to support its new 
“clean” gasoline, Caltex with Techron. 
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surplus of 
P1.6B seen 
by yearend 


From page BI 


BOP surplus in the 
first two months of 
the year, but some of 
those inflows would 
be used to retire 
debis later this year, 
thus reducing the 
BOP surplus by year's 
end. 

The BOP measures 
the foreign exchange. 
transactions between. 
the domestic econo- 
my and therestof the. 
world. 

Its major compo- 
пеш are the current. 
account and the capi- 
tal and financial ac- 
count. 

The current ac- 
count records trade 
in goods and ser- 
vices, as well as cash 
transfers, such as 
from migrant work- 
ers, 

Capital and finan- 
cial accounts in- 
cludes foreign invest- 
ment flows. 

Any transaction 
which gives rise to a 
payment by a Philip- 
pine resident, like 
importation, is a 
deficit item in the 
BOR while any trans- 
action which gives 
rise to a receipt, like 
exporting or inward 
remittance, is a sur- 
plus item. 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Republic of the Philippines 
Procurement of a Contract for the Construction of the 
Riviera Sports and Country Club, Inc. (RSCCI) 
‘Main Clubhouse in Silang, Cavite 
‘The AFP Retirement and Separation Benefits System (AFP-RSBS), trough the 
Corporate Badgot forte contract approved by the Governing Board ends lo apoly 
the sum of Two Hundred Twenty Three Millon Three Hundred Two Thocsand Two 
Hundred Seventy Two Philippine Pesos (Php 2220227200) beng the Approved 
Budget lor Contract (ABC) t poysots under е contract for e Constan ol he 
nara Sports and Country Cub. fe. [RSCCI) Main Cuthouse, Gs received in excess 
ole ABC sal be automaticaly тесей at Bd opening. 1 
‘The AFP-RSBS row cals forte submission of Letters fil (Ов) rom potenia! 
Bidders 0 apply or еу for Construction of the RSCCI Main Clubhouse, 
Consising of free (3) contiguous buldiags. a Sport Club, s Health Cub and à 
Pavilion siwatad al By pass Road, Aguinaldo Hiway in Sang. Cavie. Bidders 
shouid possess a valid PCAB license applicable to the above type and cost of he 
пег, have competed a чів contact wah a vele of at bast ү percan (0%) of 
the АВС. and meet oer minimum ekjboty requremonts sated т те Еру 
Поситена nerssod elders must submit ei LO on or before 500 РМ ol 31 
March 2008 at CMA-C RSBS Buliding 424 Capinpin Avenue Сатр Aguinaldo, 
Quezon City and secure the хову Documents theratrom. Appicatons for 
узшу wi bo vealed on a “passa bass. Th last day for the submission of 
2 accomplished Eligibility Dacumenls shall be on the date ofthe opening of 
Eigibity Documents: 17 April 2006 at 9:00 AM. a tho AFP-RSBS Board Room, 
AFP-RSBS Bulking, Camp Асыпае, Quezon City. Oriy those Biderspassmq ta 
дону check wil be ened 0 purchase the Bising Documents 
‘Bidding wil be conducted trough open consta big procedures as spaced in 
the inplementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Нора Act 9184 (RA 
SIM) ohanwas known 15 ho “Goverment Procurement Rebum Act” ands rested 
niet cihorwes state, 0 organizations wih al leas seventy ve percent (75%) 
Interest or outstanding сарка stock belonging lo cilzens о! the Philippines. in 
scconerca wih he IRA of RA 9184, only Bis fm ekg Bidder wil be opened. 
ї accordance wih he IRR-A ol RA STBA а contact мй oi be award bo Bo Lowest 
Calculated and Responsive Bidder who wes determined as such during post- 
uation 
Froesed до Bers may chain thor formato om the AFP-ASBS and inspect 
the Belang Documents at ne acess gen below 
‘compote sat of Budding Documents moy be purchased by Bidders hat passed the 
‘ist check upon he presetabon of he Notca of Eight to ho BAC Secretarial 
"no dress Боюн and upon payment ol a noarelundable co of Twenty Thousand. 
Philippine Pesos (Php 2020000) Te Bising Documents shal be recone persona 
by tne ыда or s айко ropresntaine on 19 Aprii 2006 
The AFP-RSBS wil hold aPre-Bid Conference open to all Elio Bitters on 04 May 
2606 at 10:00 A M. atthe AFP-RSBS Board Room, AFP-RSBS Bullding 424 
Capinpin Avenue, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City 
абоза below on or before 19 May 2006 
Баалу п ba om cl cash, соме 


Capinpin Aver 
tance of ino B 
on 19 May 2006, 
‘The AFP-RSBS reserves the right lo осор! or пе! any Bid o annul the bidding 
process, ond to гә! ай Bids at any ume pror 0 contract award, wanoutthoreby 
"cung any talk, o bo alected Bidder or rors. 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
АЕР Retirement and Separation Bonoits System 
AFP-RSDS Busing. 424 Capnpin Avenue 
Camp Aguinldo, Quezon City 
Telophove Nos. 9114071 loco 206/2891281 
(Soi) FRANKLIN C ACOSTA 


Chairman, Bs and Awards Correa 
POL- March па 24.2008) 


Fujitsu recommends Microsoft? Windows? XP Professional. 


Lifebook C1321 


+ Intel® Centrino™ Mobile Technology 


7 Intel® Pentium® M Processor 740 (1.73GHz, 2MB L2 cache, 533MHz FSB) 
> Intel® PRO/Wireless 2915ABGI2200BG network connection 


Intel® 915GM Express Chipset 
- 512M8 DDR2 533Mhz • 40GB HDD. 
+ SuperMulti DVDeRW Drive. 

+ 154" Wide Superfine XGA TFT 

~ Approx: 2 9 kgs. 


Lifebook S7020 


+ Intel® Centrino™ Mobile Technology 


sr P69,900* 


0% interest @12 months 


*valid from March 20 
to April 2, 2006 ONLY 


~ Intel® Pentium® M Processor 740 (1 73GHz, 2MB L2 cache, $33MHz FSB) 


intei PROWiroless 2915ABGI2200BG network connection 
- Intel® 915GM Express Chipset 

+ 512MB DDR2 533Mhz • 4008 HDD 

Combo Drive « Fingerprint Technology 

* 14.1 TFT Active Screen 

+ Approx. 1.75kgs. 


Srp-P99,909 
srp: P89,900* 


0% interest 912 months 


*valid from March 20 
to April 2, 2006 ONLY 


LIFEBOOK» 


мәде In Japan, World Class. 


CALENERGY WINS AN ANVIL AWARD 


ColEnergy International recently received an Anvil Award of Merit for its Casecnan 
Watershed Pilot Reforestation Program for successfully implementing an information 
dissemination and educational campaign to increase community awareness on the 
? importance of watersheds and the need to protect them from degradation. Organized 
by the Public Relations Society of the Philippines, the Anvil Awards is considered to be 
the “Oscar” of Public Relations practice in the Philippines. 


Photo shows CalEnergy International President Joseph Sullivan receiving the Anvil Award of Merit 
trophy from Ms. Kori Limbo, Executive Director of Mode Matrix Manila, the agency tasked by 
Calénergy to implement the PR component of the Casecnan Watershed Pilot Reforestation 
Program. Joining Mr. Sullivan is CalEnergy Vice President and Corporate Counsel Linda B. Castillo, 
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Palace moves to fast track 


dev't of halal export sector 
Boosting RP chances in-$150-B global market 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


MALACANANG HAS ORDERED 
concerned agencies to harmonize ef- 
forts to promote and develop the lo- 
cal halal export industry. 

The order was contained in Memo- 
randum Order No. 201, which was 
signed last December. It was referring 
primarily to government policies on 
compliance to international stan- 
dards of the halal trade. 

‘The harmonization of policies on 
halal is expected to improve the 
chances of the local industry to pene- 
trate the $150-billion global market 
for halal food products. 


Halal is an Arabic word that can be 
generally translated as “permissible.” 
In relation to consumables, it refers to 
products that Muslims are allowed to 
use, eat and drink. 

MO 201 was also aimed at ensur- 
ing the effective implementation of 
the Halal Export Trade Development 
Program and capturing a sizeable 
share of the global market. 

‘The agencies involved in the pro- 
motion and development of the in- 
dustry are the Departments of Trade 
and Industry, Health, Agriculture, 
Science and Technology, Tourism, 
and the Office of Muslim Affairs. 

"We do not want our exporters to 


be left out of the halal market. We 
‘want them to be competitive and be 
able to take advantage of opportuni- 
ties (that abound),” Trade Secretary 
Peter B. Favila said. 

Tn it recommendation for the is- 
suance of MO 201, the DTI said 
progress of the program had been de- 
layed by the “fractious” halal efforts 
of different agencies and non-govern- 
ment organizations in the country. 

The department cited as proof the 
United Arab Emirates’ confiscation of 
foodstuffs from the Philippines two 
years ago due to non-compliance of 
the products to halal standards even 
through they were “certified” halal. 


SMC to buy 
P500M worth 
of cassava from 
Mindoro yearly 


By Michelle V. Remo 


FOOD AND BEVERAGE GIANT SAN MIGUEL 
Corp. has forged a deat with the local govern- 
ment of Oriental Mindoro for the purchase of 
at least P500 million worth of cassava yearly 
from farmers in the provinee. 

Congressman Rodolfo Valencia, representa- 
tive of the first district of Oriental Mindoro, told 
reporters yesterday that the local government 

ind farmers’ cooperatives have started working 
оп the development of 10,000 hectares of land 
into cassava plantations to match to meet the 
province's commitment to SMC. 

Valencia said Oriental Mindoro expects to 
finish preparing 10,000 hectares of land be- 
fore the end of the year. The goal of the local 
government and farmers’ cooperatives was to 
develop a total of 20,000 hectares to generate 
P1 billion in revenue a year. 

"We will be very competitive in the produc- 
tion of cassava given the size of our available 
land," Valencia said in a press briefing. He 
said the local government of Oriental Min- 
Чого would also ask other large companies to 
buy the province's agricultural produce. 

Valencia said SMC would use cassava as in- 
putin the production of alcoholic beverages. 

Oriental Mindoro's aggressive efforts to mar- 
ket its agricultural products come with the local 
governments initiative to boost business activi- 
ty in the province. Aside from developing its 
agriculture sector, Valencia said, the province 
was also targeting to increase revenue from 
other industries, especially tourism and power. 

On April 5- 7, the local government of Ori- 
ental Mindoro, with the help of partners Shell 
Exploration BV (SPEX) and the University of 
Asia and the Pacific, will hold an investment 
summit where business potentials of the 
province will be discussed before potential 
foreign and domestic investors. 

Valencia said the local government of Ori- 
ental Mindoro had considered infrastructure 
development as its key agenda this year to 
help attract investors. 

‘The national government has agreed to ear- 
markP1 2 billion this year for the improvement of 
Oriental Mindoro's national highway, while other 
farm-to-market roads are also being completed. 


LRTA to press 
for fare hike bid 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


wn 


THE LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT AUTHORITY YES- 
terday stressed the need for Malacafiang to 
approve its P10 fare hike petition to help it re- 
cover large operating losses 

"The renewed call fora fare increase came a day 
afer the transportation department withdrew its 
petition for a similar fare hike for the Metro Rail 
‘Transit (МЕТ) system, saying the riding public 
could not afford the additional cost. 

Ina telephone interview, LRTA Administra- 
tor Mel Robles said the proposed fare hike—if 
approved by President Arroyo—would raise 
up to P900 million in additional revenue per 
year. This will reduce by the same amount the 
yearly government subsidy to the rail operator. 

Robles said the fare hike became necessary 
as early as 2004. 

The LRTA board has approved an average 
fare hike of P10 for LRT line 1, which runs 
from Caloocan to Baclaran, and LRT line 2 
which runs from Recto to Santolan, Pasig. 

Robles said the P900 million the state 
would save by approving the fare hike could 
be used for other government projects in the 
fields of education and health care. 

"Right now, even non-riders are subsidi 
ing the fares of LRT riders," Robles said, ex- 
plaining that tax revenues were used to sup- 
port LRT's operations. 

"With the fare increase, we can shift the bur- 
деп to those who are actually riding LRT trains." 

"he proposed fare hike would not be 
enough to bring the firm to its break even 
point, but will still help reduce its dependence 
оп state support. Daxim Lucas. 


Feel the lofty experience at The Metropolitan Sky Lofts. 


These posh residences offer the ideal urban life both for families and professionals being proximate to the Makati 
and Ortigas business districts, schools and shopping centers. What's more, you even get. playing rights at the exclusive 
Metropolitan Athletic Club when you avail of a Sky Loft unit. Call us at 830-0455 to 57, 890-5711 to 14, 0917- 


8536539 or e-mail us at sales@philtown.net if you wish to view The Metropolitan Sky Lofts model unit. 


If PHILTOWN 


metropolitan 


Beyond condos, Landmark 
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poo 
oes your billboard have stopping power? 


pii "Signage was the earliest form of advertising used by Egyptian merchants 


By Karen VY. De Asis marketing communications used boards as a means to establish struct bigger and brighter dis- 
Contributor by the first Egyptian mercha brand awareness. This was also plays in these areas but the City 
who chiseled sales and promotion- the same period when outdoor Planning Commission mandates 
IF NEW YORK HAS al messages on stone tablets, later shrines like the New York City's it due to its tourism value, 
‘Times Square, home posting them along public roads, | Times Square in the East Coast Over time, the increasing num- 
to one of the world’s Improvements in pri H and Hollywood's Sunset Strip in ber of billboard suppliers in the 
best and spectacular duction led to the evolut | the West Coast rose due to the US has led to the creation of the 
displays of bil. hand-hiseled stone tablet signs huge number of spectacular dis- Outdoor Advertising Association 
boards, Manila has to more aesthetically designed 1 d plays by brand icons like Coke, of America (OAAA). In the Philip- 
Edsa from the june- posters, originally called bills, in Kelloggs, Levi's, Wrigleys, etc. pines, a self-regulatory body, the 
tion of Mandaluyong the 1800s. | Both shrines reign as the outdoor Outdoor Advertising Association 
to Makati that is filled Billboard as a media strategy capital of the world even today. of the Philippines, was estab- 
with huge advertising was originally extensively used New York City’s Time Square ex- lished in 1964 to help enforce 
visuals, earning it the Бу circuses, whose owners invest- tends along Broadway Avenue, public safety consciousness in the 
tag billboard avenue. ed heavily in advanced promo- = 7th, 43rd and 47th streets while construction of outdoor signs and 


Lees а е ۴ tions. Many of the circus owners Sunset Strip is а 2.2-mile stretch structures among member com- 
CIRCÜSES were the first to Early billboard forms eventually became providers of along Sunset Boulevard running panies. 


extensively use billboards as ап Billboards happen to be the billboards themselves. RA berween Beverly Hills and the А 
псе promotion tool world's oldest form of advertising. In the 20th century marketers US BILLBOARDS now have city of Los Angeles. Advertisers Growth of billboards 
Signage was the earliest form of began to seriously look at bill. tourism value. are not only encouraged to con- DOES/B2-3 


IN FUEL SAVINGS, BIG IN DESIGN, 
© IN COMFORT BiG IN STYLE 


AT THE tirriest COST KIA MOTORS 
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HE BUSINESS/riday 42420 
Henry Sy: Big brother of Filipino entrepreneurs 


* MANY SUCCESS STORIES HAD Fashion Designer capital from Banco de Oro. And a lot of prestige to our brand, and entreprenelirship education and 
ite Toots im SM. Inthe late 1990s, “SM stores have become an im- the importance it gives its suppli- giving Cebuano entrepreneurs the development of a Filipino cul- 
SM гап an institutional campaign portant showcase of our prod- ers -big and small.” like us a chance to make it in ture of enterprise, unanimously 
Sat featured testimonials from ucts Apart from this, manage- Fely and Emil Nadres Store Metro Manila, " said Jay and selected Sy The selection com- 
people whose lives revolved ment has been very supportive - Suppliers, Barong Filipino Camille Aldeguer of Island Sou- mittee agreed that Sy epitomizes 
around SM. Here's what they had always updating us оп new de- “The gallery in а mall concept venirs. the established entrepreneur who 
to say about the guiding hand of signs and assisting us onthe busi- began during the 1991 Sanso ех. “Its SM's personal touch that has singularly spawned the rise of 
SM Group Founder and Chair ness side. Today we not only de- hibit at the SM Megamall. is key to our relationship. As ten- other competitive Filipino en; 
Henry Зу who recently received liver our wrought iron furniture Тойаў asa galleryowneratthe ants, we're not only given space | trepreneurs, 
the Big Brother of Filipino En- to SM, butexportthese aswell” SM Artwalk I am impressed at and left to ourselves. SM's man- "He has patiently given time to 
trepreseurs, Award fom the The Navaro Family—Rod, how art has become accessible to agement has given us a lot еп. other entrepreneurs, and has 
Philippine Center for En- Siony Ricky Store suppliers practically everyone. At SM, art couragement and assurance, and continued to redefine the coun- 
trepreneurship. "Since we joined SM, we have appreciation has become part of helps us in every way to realize уз business landscape and in 
“Working with SM has allowed grown from a struggling cottage the malling experience.” our market potentials.” vigorate the Philippine economy,” 
me to grow in both artistic and industry to a dynamic business. Evita Sarenas Gallery Owner, Раш Almendras and Cesar the committee stared, 
business aspects. Td like to say What makes the difference is the Finale Gallery Montelibano Mall Tenants, Al- Entrepreneurs like Ben Chan of 
iem that without SM's support and SM managements all outencour- “SM has been with us through- mon Marina Bench, Johnlu Koa of French Bak- 
THE PRESIDENT wi encouragement, there would be agement and support, which in- out all this time, assigning us The PCE, a private and non- er attest to his guiding hand in 
taipan. no Cesar башро.”—Севаг Gaupo, cludes helping us get working prime areas in Cebu, which gave profit institution that promotes carving out their success. 
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i ilippi os ^ Description rium 
Republic of the Philippines теоре mer =" snas е 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 150 sqm. TCT No. 1.32421 #42 Doma de Noche SL. 251,100.00 189 sqm. TCT No. T:342105 #128 Sunlower.Cumameh Sis. 21140000" 
* wifery maintained 42.73 sqm. Lot 13, Bik 3, Landmark wi poorly maintained 37.35 sqm. Lot 2, ВА 4, Landmark Subd. 3 
Davao City Branch bungalow Subd. iN. Sasa, Davao Cy bungalow Sasa, Davao Chy 
150 зал, TCT М, 1.239625 0208 Rosal SL, Lot 12. BKZ 20810000 озал ТСТ No. 1.385290 Loi 3-8-1.. Sio Francisco "276,200.00 
INVITATION TO BID e mat Se Cis ашы ана. Set шоу S у 
The Social Security System is inviting offers to purchase by way of — 150 sqm. TCT No. 7.342109 4596 Chico St., Lot 6, Bk 9 270,800.00 
sealed bids the following properties: [CL wee “л ‘pouty палата S254 sqm, 50 Domingo V2, Pampanga 
Description Property Minimum К Dawe Оу Burgaw Davao Cn 
Location ва Sm TCT No T39  HOOESLLXRDRS 2050000 Ж зт TCT lo ТИЛ РЗА оиа: В 12010000 
180 sqm. TCT No. TARTS I212 Mongo St. Lot 2, 27100000 poy палта 4435 sqm. Dora Piar Vilage, Sasa = май жыш 
wpootymahianed 4883 sqm. BIK 2. Sio: Domingo Voge 2, — perd ‘Sagan TCT No, 1.320278 FIMA rb S1, Lotz. Ol 30740000 
ЕЕЕ Sasa. Dono Cy p EESTI ah malane 08да. Du Piar Voge, Sasa 3 
HOS UM ЫШЫ KASS MP VEDO HL n pit Davee oy 
wl poorly maintained 47.41 sqm, Lot 4, s, Mar pan. m. 
bungalow Бы 163 жр TCT Ma Таз 292,200.00 Wom Tct no НД nS ДД 
паа TEIN Т] 0те tees, 2050080 woe шшс т. Y E EE 
wl poorly maintained 46.60 sqm. Bik 2 Lot таж : 3 200 sq.m. TCT No. T.352542 Lot 1-G-1-N Greenland Vill 353,200.00. 
Bungalow Suba. 3, Sasa, Davao Ciy pauat. See: Em WladymarismeitS2 sqm. отоу. Davao Cy 
160 sqm. TCT No. 7-390260 #107 Sapphito 5.046 21920000 pomi ый 1 sqm. TCT No. 1329275 Lot 27, Ви 4.49 YatalNarra 244,600.00 
cy ишы азда. MIL ten nga TCT Na ТЗ Отана. вка аап 1560000 way maitane 017 ул. Se Doga Piar Va Sasa 
А а Davao Су олан Lanes Bk pin aio Cay 
Anm бшшш у жыз рой кише дл. ШУ Vn а LM Ж шм Маш 
Заб опата C076 sam, ВКО 057 Wg, етан сомо MM Mix eme ma Sub amay, fom Cy 
Bungalow Davao Ciy a mnai OSE sqm lal Bild шз — 
240 sqm ТСТ No. T.300278 HESA Mercury SL. Lot 00 11520000 pL Mis Г Hess TM Ew асна аса. MN 
pou тапш 938 qm. B 1. DOF Vaage; Mang yvd c pede nose Post pentane S100 sm. Lol STC RCRD, 
Lor Beat T ARS. M рой палое 4833 sam. - Pampanga. Davao Cay 
201 sqm. TCT No. T-3307 -0-8- anyville Subd 1,500.00 bungalow TCT No. T-342131 4071 Сате! St, Lot 3 30740000. 
и а 1750 sq.m. Talomo, Davao City 212 sqm. TCT No. 1.229050 #5917 Cashew St, Lot 17 331,600.00 Bk 2, Landmark Subd. 1 
— Wiediymaaned4]isqm. ВАВ Se Domingo V2 Sasa. Domo Ciy 
150 sqm. TCT No. 1292 уйш. 204,500.00 bungee Pampanga. Devas Cty pp EET D T 
vel monianed 4002 дл. 12 ЕС.С10А Dota Tos TCT No. 32127 0 Quron SL, Ll 5, BIS 322,100.00 vel marigned 840 sqm. ВАЗ Alpha Homes, Mama 
s = 
Bungalow Par VIL Sasa, Davao Cty W pony палае 6025 зл. So Dome VILI булуо, Aplaya. Davao Ciy 
Mosm TCT No. S F116 Range Rover St, Lot 24 38290000 бозан Pampanga. Davao Cty MOM TCT No. SIERO 246 Зао) a2300 
мї fairy maintained 74.40 sqm. ВА З, арм Vilage, Agdao 150 sqm. TCT No. 1206515 Lol 3, BAS Bomb St 3029000 ‘el pouty mamtaned 48.30 sqm. Lot, Bk 4 Sto. Domingo 
‘bungalow Davao City LI maintained 52.57 sqm. Dona Paar Vilage. Ph 7, Sasa bungalow. Vil. 2, Pampar 
9 poa ng; nga 
150 sqm. TCT No. 204802 29 Woodpecker 9.107 24050000 Sorge Ота Су КЕ) 
Мр} amaned 4277 sqm. а 6, Dona Piar Vi, Sasa Tim TCT NTIS ives Slaa SkA 30000 | PANABOCHY 
Зн Davao y Уо такше 320 зл. Vicon Нун Subd, Mamay вв 216 sqm TCT No. 140196 #694 Argues Sub. DTI 
120 sqm TCT No. TAX Blk 4 Lot 3, Davao Farms Subd. 169,900.00 bungalow Davao Cay M lavh mainaned 3890 sqm. Lot 2 Bk Û New Visayas 
wi dilapidated 45.60 sq.m. Адбго, Davao City 219 sqm. ТСТ No. 7-329251 #86 Leo SL, Lot 2-C Davao 319,900.00 bungalow 'anabo City 
bungalow руу ned iia. болшу it, lei эз HE sqm TCT No. TIES 1858 Comia 9.10306 20200000 
vi E ARTE No. Tm SOTI Ciko SL Lot BK 21050050 ا‎ eee Pi maed UC Mel sians, у 
Se Сря Wel namaed тыл. Sess, Dave Cay Tos TCT No. amassa 285 Lorang Sub, 40 АО 
Bungalow Mípodiymamanedili8 sqm. ВА 3, San Vent. 
13 озди о 7816  TalsaySl Видал? 1020000 2 ЫА Panabo Су 
таутан ыт з. Do Mag шя Оны C le e Ж зл. TCT No. 118000 525? Agnes Sb 2510000 
galow ma Ч Mish mamaned £1.71 sqm. Lot 14 BIET, New Visayas 
M4 20 бб, TCENo. 7.330513 Соте Zobel Avenue 166,500.00 ne НЫШ ا‎ bungalow Panabo Ciy 
уб poy айта 00.76 qn. Mahogany S DOF Vig шуным 6253 sqm. Si Michael VAL LM © |. 240 sqm TCT No. 7.194003 IAT Modala Subd 215,300.00 
nga i Davo Ciy ` Mpo means 43:30 sqm. Lot 324-45, Cagangohan 
nga Sano Cay 
18 asam TCT No. FINNS. AVio St. laii 25970000 =н ne ае КА Panabo Ciy 
wl poorly maintained 60.00 sq.m. Bik 14, DOF Village, Mandug 2 f 240 sqm. TCT No. T:194092 #1875 Medalla Subd., 202,300.00 
EET EUM ишш йал uguale сот пош 
18 150 sqm. TCT No, 1.326081 #415 Siniguelas St, Lots, — 32100000 ex 24 = bungalow ` Panabo 
E A E Dee уат Tis ICT le Taam FDA ыла Dire 6 1040000 MANO OT NOTAMOS РВ да ЫРЛА 2560000 
Bungalow Pampanga, Davao Cty = кай] = Mi ames. dala Subd, Сор 
VP 213 sqm. TCT No.1-347085  P70G-A Riverside SL. BH 16 185,600.00 156 зал. TCT No. 7.329288 «25 Lawaan Sl, Lot 1, K3 — 27140000 M CINE erp маю 
Mist sad GOO ул. ln 1l DOF Vie Many pe pee LE Uu Mte 4 
Зоде Dene Oy. bungalow. Davao Cty bungalow Panabo Chy 3 
16 150 sqm. TCT No, 1330320 #413 Shiglas SLtot3 20420000 Шаш TCT йо 100105 1185 088у SL Ll, BK — 2939 | MTM ee RT mami 
wl mamaneii зал. B1. Sio: Domingo VIL 2 М poy mated 31 35 sym. Landmark Viage 3, Sasa CESED 
баари Pampanga, Dava ly d Doo Су Bungalow Now Visayas, Panabo Cty 
19 isum TCT No. T:326063 ot 7,942 Rambutan Suet 25950000 mam ICINeT300N Tays Bilal 18800 | yoy 285 sq TCTNa. TTR 05001083 Lin Homes, 21180000 
pou тапшы 4170 уп. So Dominga Vi 2, Se ‘poo панаға 8883 sqm. DOF Voge, Mandy 2 sam am Ый sqm. 1950 Naw ыу. 
bungee Dano Cry bungalow 009205 c poe 
20 18794. TCT Ne. 743012 Мазм Ex. 065 168,200.00 каш тма ткн FTO SLLa4.BR1 малоо | se Ts TCT No. Татта #7771 Gamoo Subd, Lol 23860000 
poli mananed S000 sqm. Bk 2. OOF Vibe Mandug M poai canes 4660 ул. So Domingo VY ишү momoi 565 sqm. 12 San Franca 
bungalow Dave бу ион Pampanga. Davao Cty КЕ Panabo Ciy 
21 1S sqm TCT No. FIRS Masumi Ex. Lot 0. 820000 ч ICT Ne ТАН een SILL BET MN | TAGUM ITY 
pedi mand S000 sqm. Ва 2. DOF ioe, Manag Mpoiy палыше 6000 qm. DDF Usage. Mandag O8 180 sqm TCT No. ТБ  sONULLDT-CS-EIS 18620000 
Bungalow Davao Cty Songs Davao Cay Pi sam SS зул. Uno ine ation 
22 192 sqm. TCTNo..317900 £156 Camaion SL, Lot 3095- 34550000 ба ул TCT No. T2820 #564 Onanghta 5.184 27130000 Bungalow agum CY 
M iah maaned 4638 дл. 55820100, Donnosvile Жуу ашыды 4170 sq. BK Landro Sd. L Sasa 110 Изв TCT No. 191362 #90 Lat П, Bk 2 1052000 
Bungalow Sit Pampanga, Davao Ciy зодаи [r^] > ишы Ел. Une ge Hon 
аз 187 sqm. TCT No. F-34321 #74 Lanzones SL, Lot 2.8K 7 29070000 Т т TCT Na 350528 01 Алену SL. tot 250400 gain -— 
Shy ань 4250 sqm. DA Pampanga i pou ues 43.15 sqm. Ва. San n Vilage, Sasa ттт Hesam TOT No. LISS  Lot03, Bk 222500 
و ی ووو‎ or майл soy moaned 0 зул. Uum age, Maridan 
igi pm 
24 150 sqm TCT No. 7.326040 £204 Gamy SL, KS Lot 8 29800000 T78 sqm. TCT No. 1206590 F113 Jaco S1 102 Bk9 20540000 =... OT CESS COR 
Tomi mainams 4860 qm, Vent Sat Nanay p pay maaned б qute V Ри. m Wess ToT LOY EA DTC LL 
ңер на ат Bungalow Tagum Cty 
25 150 sqm. TCT No. T:347093 #287 Canieya SL. Lot 27, 238,400.00 150 sqm. ТСТ No. 317294 #81 Yakal SL. Lt 43C7 — 26330000 ICM TS = "P 
M poo панин 5.18 sm. Bk Lanark Sab П, MI MET DCN n го Rad at eye An ape Monee po 
ungalow sa, Davao Ciy — Bungalow Tagum Cay 
ав 251 sqm TCT No. ИЛО 58А Marlo Ave, 2810020 марія miem. aad жыз | |, жө. als mI е, 
p. пто 000 а. 7L е нанай Б” шү manned (2.0 дт. Unon Vilage, Marka : 
unglo AE Е Togam Cty 
п тиңе tone парага аташ мшш Near Ue uem amaan mD | |, age Tan um дын anono 
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It started wtih pizza weekends in 


‘THE LEGACY STARTED OUT AS А 
neighborhood affair. Back in New 
York during the 505, Arturo and 
Lita Fernandez would get together. 
with their Italian neighbors on 
weekends. The regular scene then 
was Arturo kneading the pizza 
dough and Lita preparing the rich 
tomato sauce. The delightful smell 
of the couple's pizza would invite 
not just their brood of children, 
but also many of the neighbor- 
hood's kids. The Fernandezes be- 
came as equally known as their 
pies. 

When the Fernandez family fi- 
nally moved back to Manila, the 
same tradition was practiced ev- 
ery weekend. The couple would 
tirelessly make pizza for their 
close relatives and friends, who 
‘would not miss any gathering at 
the Fernandez residence. Eventu- 
ally these relatives and friends 
encouraged the couple to put up 
a pizza house. On April 1, 1957, 
at the Fernandez family’s residen- 
tial garden on Menlo Road, Pasay 
City, Р? Mark's Garden was for- 
mally opened. As one of the pio- 
neers of the pizza industry in the 
country, Di'Mark's was named af- 
ter the Femandez familys 
youngest son Marky. 

The couple started out with 
borrowed tables and chairs. The 
restis history. 

Since then, D? Marks pizza 
garden was not just known dur- 
ing Saturday eat-outs but for ev- 
eryday dining as well. It became 
the favorite place of their grand- 
parents, who lived to concoct var- 
ious original home-cooked piz- 
zas. 
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GOLDILOCKS bakeshop's new look 


Consumers . 


Uy says in an interview that eye- 
catching window and store-front 
displays get customers’ attention 
and bring them through the door. 

"Good visual merchandising 
throughout Abea keeps cus- 
tomers interested and walks 
them through an intuitive and 
natural shopping path through 
the store so they don’t miss out on 
any. home furnishing discover- 
ies,” Uy says. 

‘Abea invested in market re- 
search, analysis and creativity to 
come up with the look in its three 
showrooms, done in partnership 
with SB Koncept, its strategic 
partner-supplier that has set up 
multiple showrooms in over 40 
countries. 

‘The effort has been paying off as 
customers have been coming to the 
store even if Abea was launched 
only a little overa year ago. 

Abea offers a wide range of Euro- 
pean and Asian-styled furnishings 
and accessories and these are ar- 
ranged in full room set-ups for the 
customers to picture how the fumi- 
ture would lookin their home. 

Ареа does not follow trends or 
styles in visual merchandising. 
Rather, it sticks to the basic prin- 
ciples of visual merchandising. 

For Abea design manager, Ar- 
chitect Nap Mina, principles re- 
volve around the belief that visu- 
al presentation of merchandise 
must excite the customer. 

"Our store concept is built 
around our target customer, so 
here at Abea, we will never stop 
trying to innovate and improve 
our offers and services to better 
delight our customers," Uy says, 
“As customer tastes and expecta- 
tions evolve, so will we.” 


Shakey's 
Pizza chain Shakey's has been 


Does your .. 


From page B2-1 


From page B2-4 PIZZAplace was 


named after 
Fernandez's 
youngest son Marky 


in the Philippines for more than 
30 years, and significant changes 
have been put in place since 1994 
to give the stores a younger, 
fresher look. 

Sales have picked up since then 
and the pizza chain's general man- 
ager attributed it to two factors: the 
classic thin crust pizza and unique 
interiors, which include wooden 
signs and windows allowing peo- 
ple to see how pizza is made. 

‘The changes entailed expenses 
but Shakeys says these were 
needed to bring the pizza chain 
up to the next level, including 
those in the area of visual mer- 
chandising and point of purchase 
displays. 

"Guests appreciate it when the 
overall look and feel of the 
restaurant complements in every 
aspect" says Meggie Jose, 
Shakeys marketing director. "Not 
only do guests see what products 
or promotions you have through 
the posters or banners in the 
restaurants but through the wall 
murals which show product shots 
and the personality of the brand.” 

Jose says Shakey's developed its 
new look based on the customers’ 
comments, focus group discus- 
sions and from looking at competi- 
torsand other retail outlets. 

For the new look, Shakeys 
brought back certain furniture 
and fixtures unique to the brand, 
such as stain glass windows and 
classic furniture. 

In terms of POP materials, 
Shakey's used posters, flyers and 
banners to support new products 
or promotions. 

She says gone are the deys 
when restaurants just feature the 
food to get people to come into 
the store. These days, the need to 
provide the right ambience has 
never been more important. 


ARTURO and Lita 
Fernandez, founders 
of Di’Mark’s Pizza 
with their brood in 
the’50s. 


with their own children. D? 
Marks legacy continues. They 
take pride in serving grandma 
Lita's tasty tomato sauce cooked 
inoliveoil, garlic, onions, and im- 
ported spices, and grandpa Ar- 
turo's dough, made in combo of 
thick and thin crust, not too 
bready on top, crispy at the bot- 
tom. 

According to Nina, old patrons 
could attest that Di Marks pizza 
hasn't changed at all. Actually, 
they became even better. From 
the very first original pizza recipe 
called "Menlo special,” baked 
"with grated yellow and native 
cheese (Kesong puti) instead of 
mozzarella, РЁ Marks came up 
with other distinctly delicious 
pizzas. Since Arturo worked in a 
sausage factory in Brooklyn, Di 
Marks uses home-made Italian 
sausages, together with mush- 


rooms and green pepper, to make 
the Arturo special. And because 
Nina's older brother loves pizza 
and taco, they thought of putting 
chili beef, chopped onions, toma- 
toes, shredded cheese and crispy 
lettuce on pizza crust instead of 
on taco shells. Thus, was born the 
Taco pizza. 

‘Two of DiMark's best sellers 
are the pizza Pro and Mad scram- 
ble pizza. The former is topped 
with anchovies, mushrooms and 
pepperoni. On the other hand, 
you'll get heavy with the latter's 
toppings: Italian sausages, pep- 
peroni, mushrooms, green pep- 
pers, onions, garlic, black and 
green olives , chicken and toma- 
toes 

For health conscious and veg- 
gie lovers, they also have vege- 
tarian pizza with mushrooms, 
green and black olives, green 


pepper, onions, garlic and toma- 
toes. If ever you are craving for 
more, РЁ Marks is the right 
place because they serve the " 
Big 77,” literally means ZZ top- 
pings on one pizza. 

Also, Di Mark's will fulfill your 
pizza fantasy. You can create your 
own pizza, choosing toppings 
that you prefer. Not only that, Di 
Mark's pizzas are complemented 
with a good choice of yummy ap- 
petizers, mouth watering soups, 
delectable pastas, tasty main 
dishes and even sinful desserts. 

The almost half-a-century-old 
pizza place continues to dish out 
its unique pizza flavors. From 
Pasay Road, it moved 
Avenue. Today, Di' Mark's 
third level of Greenbelt 3, Makati 
City and has branches in Tomas 
Morato, Wack-Wack and Com- 
monwealth areas. 


Fast forward to present 
The business was handed on 
by the couple to their children 
and now grandchildren. Leading 
the pack are Nina Fernandez-As- 
sad and husband Jay, together 


Philam Plans Sales: Serving the Filipinos 


By Joel Nigos 


MORE AND MORE FILIPINOS seck jobs abroad. Recent data from the 
Philippine Overseas Employment Administration (POEA) showed that 
‘Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) grew by 5.2% totaling to 981,000 OF Ws 
in 2005. Some however, still remain optimistic and refuse to give up on 
having a better tomorrow for their country and their people. Many still 
believe that hope is within reach and continue to sucesed in their chosen 
fields. 


OFW turned top District Manager Й 
Eric Bautista is а Mechanical Engineer by profession. Just like most 
people who sought greener pastures, he left for Saudi Arabia in 1991 and 
practiced his line of work in the Middle East. When on vacation, he used 
To drive his father Francisco Bautista, a ор Philamlife agent, in his client 
visits. "Pero habang tumatagal ako sa Saudi lalo akong naho-homesick 
(The longer 1 stayed in Saudi the more I get homesick), shares Eric so he 
aa hS “decided to come back to the Philippines in 1997, for good. In search for a 
‘Naramdaman ko yung псу career, Eric found himself becoming a sales associate for Philam Plans 
tuwa nila dahil para sa іп 1998 afer constan prodding from his father. “Nakita ko kasi yun 
kanila naging maayos ang pasasalamat ng mga tao sa tatay ko kuya para sa akin heartwarming yun, 
buhay nila ngayon dahil sa (хен te people's gratitude towards my father and that tome s heartwarming) 
plano na kinuha nila” 


he shares. “Naramdaman ko yung mwa nila dahil para sa kanila naging 
maayos ang buhay nila ngayon dahil sa plano na kinuha nila” (1 felt their. 
gladness, their lives are now better because of the plans they bought). 

Eric realizes that as a sales associate of Philam Plans he can now provide for his family without leaving them 
behind and even help others secure their future through pre-need plans. 
Now Eric's impressive sales performance gave him the distinction of 
being among the top District Managers nationwide —following his father's 
legendary record. 


(LAM Pians SVP and 
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eral as revealed by 96 percent of 
the respondents who gave overall 
positive comments. 


Successful billboard attributes 
While billboards are enjoying a 
surge in media usage, marketers 
are challenged to present their 
billboards in ways that rise above 
the clutter. Some of the attributes 
that marketers can look into in- 
clude the following as culled 
from a 2000 Sensory Logic Cre- 
ative Test mounted in late 2000: 

1. Stopping power. Successful 
billboards must have excellent 
stopping power. These include 
among others, the use of strong 
color contrasts between fore- 
ground and background ele- 
ments; use of colors with deep 
saturation; avoidance of clut- 
tered or very austere formats and 
use of a story line with dramatic 
tension or suspense to engage 
viewer interest. 

2. Readability. These include 
making the picture image big, 
alive and simple; making the 
message cleat; developing copy 
that is short yet full of punch and 
creating a seamless design with 
simple and clear texts and fonts. 

3, Message clarity. Avoiding ex- 
cessive brain teasing, ability to re- 
late messages to familiar experi 
ences and situations and emphasis 


In more recent years, the bill- 
board's role in creating aware- 
ness and purchase intent has 
been recognized. A number of 
factors have fueled this growth: 

1. Dramatic increases in vehi- 
cle ownership and the increasing- 
ly mobile lifestyle of individuals. 

2. Women migrating from in- 
home to out-of-home. Women as 
primary buying influencers in the 
past were easier to reach. This 
changed as more and more wom- 
en began to work and marketers 
had to think of ways to reach 
them outside their homes. 

3. The medium’s capability to 
reach targeted consumers while 
they travel to their daily destina- 
tions. 

4. The medium's flexibility to 
reach specific target markets 
around their lifestyle e.g. bill- 
boards mounted close to the 
workplace, homes and neighbor- 
hoods, ‘shopping districts, 
schools, ete. 

5. Technological improve- 
ments in the production of large 
format signs today do justice to 
the productor service features. 


урт ET SRE TRESTLE y CAROL В, Bautista 
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Knowing people's dreams and the market's needs 

Philam Plans No. | District Manager Alma Clarilo continues to offer 
Philam Plans products as she sees them as solutions to Filipino's needs. 
“1 usually tell my clients that we have what 1 call permanent problems in 
ife which need permanent solutions - we ай need to send our kids to school, 
and we'll all grow old,” she says, adding that permanent solutions to these 
problems can be by way of availing pre-nced plans. 

Wife of former PBA player Boy Clariño, Alma joined Philam Plans in 
1995. Her sales carcer has in fact tumed into a family affair with Boy and 
their two daughters, Anna Cristine and Abegale Courant joining in the more 
recent years. 

“I Believe that we're helping Filipino families plan their future. It's 
something that they do not see now bat 1 know they would appreciate when 
the time comes." Like most Philam Plans sales associates, Alma found a 
deeper meaning in her job closing a deal meant a chance io 
make a difference. 

Concepcion Arcena is one of Philam Plans’ ace District 
Managers and believes that success in sales means understanding 
your target market. It's also necessary, she says, that she is 
ble to get her message through getting a pre-need plan is 
mot an expense. "Pag inisip kasi nila na dagdag па gastos ito, 
hindî nila йо isasama. Kaya dapat ituring nila ito na kailangan 
nila sa buhay para bigyan nila ng pansin,” (If they see it as 
an additional expense they won't even think about it. They must 
Consider it as a future пес for them to take notice) she explains 


PHILAM Plans gives. 
Fecagnition to the 
Telemarketing 
Group wi Fel Р. 
узш at contar 


“With Philam, not only 
will their plans return а 
very good yield but more 
than that they are 
assured that they are 
dealing with a 
financially stable and 
trusted company.” 


sell these plans to his corporate clients, Providing very good 
after-sales service is what he believes is the key why he was 
able to top his category. 

“The changing times has called for new marketing strategies 
and sales distribution approaches, Though using a non- 
traditional distribution channel, Unit Manager Felly Ayate 
was able to reach out and help people secure their future 
through telemarketing. For her, properly investing ones hard- 
cred money especially for those who have enough savings 
isan important decision he has to make in life. "This is where 


How effective are billboards 
A consumer perception study 
mounted by the Starcom Re- 


search in 2000 revealed the fol- 
lowing: 

1. Size and uniqueness of bill- 
boards drive memorability. Like- 
wise; simple, concise messages in 
smaller billboard formats. 

2. People like billboards that 
entertain, 

3, People expect billboards to 
change every so often, specially 
for high-recognition brands. 

4. The perception that every- 
one hates out-of-home advertis- 
ing is unfounded. 

5. Transit riders enjoy the en- 
tertainment and distraction of 
billboard messages more” than 
rush hour traffic. 

Ап FBCRS usage, attitude and 
image survey conducted in 2003 
complemented the Starcom re- 
search. The findings revealed: 

1. A billboard’s unique design 
is an attribute that drives aware- 
ness and recall of advertising. 

2. Use of bright, cheerful colors 
is preferred, 

3, People like billboards in gen- 


оп the product as hero or helper 
are dimensions of message clarity. 

4. Memorabiliry These include 
the use of a powerful anchor visu- 
al element and images that hinge 
on real-life experiences. 


Where to billboards? 

Technology, highly targeted 
markets, new and emergent 
lifestyles are likely to lead to new- 
er, more exciting billboards and 
ош of home formats. Some excit- 
ing executions include beautiful- 
ly designed wall murals and 
building shrink-wraps, live ЫШ- 
boards, storefront scaffoldings 
and street furniture, among oth- 
es. 

The writer is a professor of Mar- 
keting Management and Brand 
Management at the De La Salle 
Professional Schools Graduate 
School of Business and is chief 
learning officer of Marketing 
Knowledge Series Training and 
Consultancy. Feedback at kdea- 
sis@skyinet.net 


Asa former teacher, Concepcion understands the need to prepare 
for the future especially for the children's education, itis this 
sume mission which encouraged her to join the pre-need business in 1991. 


Inspiring a new generation 
Carol Bautista, Philam Plans top Agency Manager believes in different 
strokes for different folks. "There are various things that motivate people,” 
She,says. "They have different needs, and as un Agency Manager | need io 
know them for me to be able to inspire them.” Just like Eric and Alma, she 
considers selling pre-need plans as а service to people. "This is what 1 share 
With my sales associates during trainings, that more than closing a deal, itis 
important thet your clients understand why they're buying these plans and 
‘why these are very 
important,” she says. 
"This is maybe what 
was planted in the 
mind of Ronald 
j| Ignacio, a Sales 
Counselor under 
Carol's agency. 
Ronald was able to 
lop the Sales 
Counselor's category 
last year. lis 
background in banks 
and finances, plus 
Philam Plans’ six- 
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the name Philam plays a big part,” she says. "With Philam, 
not only will their plans return a very good yield but more than that they are 
assured that they are dealing with a financially stable and trusted company." 
So whether they will use the money for their children's schooling, for their 
retirement or for any other purpose, they are more than guaranteed that they 
will got their money when it matures. 


Providing Filipinos better careers and a secure future 

For Erie, Alma, Carol, Ronald, Concepcion and Felly, every deal is an 
opportunity to reach out to the public and educate them of the benefits of pro- 
peed plans а philosophy in line with Philam Plans" mission of saving dreams, 
memories and children’s future. 

Philam Plans at present has more than 20,000 sales associates nationwide, 
providing job opportunities to more and more Filipinos. Its salos associates 
Undergo extensive training to equip them with the necessary skills and 
knowledge to become effective financial planners. Further, it provides career 
advancement es sales associates can become Unit Manngers, District Managers 
ог Agency Managers, They are also amply rewarded with travel incentives, 
Scholarships on top of the cash rewards that go with closing a deal 

Philam Plans has been the No. 1 pre-need company in the last four years 
with over 500,000 planholders or one-third of the total pre-need market, 
Philam Plans also hes the largest and most liquid trust fund among pre-need 
companies, enough to cover the P600 million projected maturing benefits 
2006 and the rest of its planholder obligations until 2013. Backed by its mother 
company, Philamlife, the most trusted name in life insurance for the past 60 
Sears and American International Group (AIG), the world's leading insurance 
Жай financia! services organization, Philam Plans continues to enjoy the 
growing public trust and confidence of Filipino families. With Grace Del 
Rosario 
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Consumers do judge a store by its looks 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


WHOEVER SAID YOU CAN NOT JUDGE A 
book by its cover was surely not referring to 
retail stores. 

How could he, when in the business of sell 
ing products or services, first impressions 
could make or break business? 

Thus, serious retailers bent on keeping 
competition at bay invest in research, hire 
technical experts and experiment with styles 
and colors to make their stores and products 


look good. 

Russ Alfonso, owner of RS Concepts, one of 
the biggest providers of visuals and POP 
(point of purchase) displays in the country, 
tells the Inquinen that retail outlets now ap- 
preciate how having the right visuals and dis- 
plays can set them apart from other stores, 

He stresses that since buyers do not have а 
Jot of time on their hands and are bombarded 
with different images when they walk 
through a mall or go through the aisles of a 
grocery, they need some visual stimuli for 


Nissan Urvans make great business sense, Available in 
12, 15, or 18-passenger shuttle, school bus, cargo or 
ambulance configurations. Whatever business you have in 
mind, you're sure to get good value with a Nissan Urvan. 


outlay, you can own a sell-iquidating business. 


CONTACT NUMBER to 0917-8518723 апа 
we'll show you how. 
ex ronald medina guagua, pampanga 512-9456. 
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TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


them to train their eyes on a particular store 
or item. 

POP displays that move, he says, and mini 
video clips shown on LCD screens are particu- 
larly effective because movement always at- 
tracts attention, 

He expects more companies to install these 
"wobblers" and LCD screens as the cost of 
these displays drop closer to the level of the 
static displays, 

Colors also have an effect with studies 
showing that “hot” colors like orange and yel- 
low attract more attention than "cold" colors 
like green, 

“There's a science to all this,” he says, “but 


j| atthe end, there is really only so much that vi- 


suals can do, There is something to be sald 
about giving incentives,” 
Goldilocks 


Leading bakeshop and food outlet 


i| Goldilocks has undergone many changes 


throughout 40 years in the business because it 


| has always believed in putting its stores and 


products under the best light possible, 

‘This is because it takes less than 10 seconds 
for companies such as Goldilocks to convert 
browsers into buyers, 

Pinky Yee, head of marketing of Goldilocks, 


+ refers to the 10 seconds as the “first moment 


of truth.” 

“The first moment of truth is mainly visual. 
It is most likely that your target market will 
see your establishment or product before they 
hear, smell or taste it,” Yee says. "Therefore, 
your visual merchandising and point of pur- 


j| chase displays must have a well-deliberated 


structure to attract your target audience and 
convey your brand identity.” 

Yee explains that in marketing, “notice to 
trial" are three very important and related 
words that companies must keep in mind to 
attract new customers. 

For Goldilocks, Yee says there have been 
major changes in the logo, color schemes and 
even the uniforms of the in-store staff—all de- 
signed to make Goldilocks more attractive to 
the public. 

Some of these changes include the installa- 
tion of new menu boards in stores with food 
visuals, in favor of displaying the actual food 


This was prompted by findings that said ac- 
tual food displays are not an important factor 
ina customer's decision to eat in the store. 
Goldilocks also introduced a self-service 
bakeshop versus the “behind the counter" ap- 
proach, allowing customers to handle 
Goldilocks products before buying. 


Abea 
Like Goldilocks, furniture chain Abea be- 
lieves in the importance of creating a certain 
“look” to attract buyers. 
‘Abea business development manager Jason 
CONSUMERS/ 82-3 
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TROPICAL and roomy 
straw totes in two sizes 


„ Summer blooms 


Save Up with BPI and 
Upgrade Your Lifestyle! 


A lifestyle upgrade is an exciting 
prospect for many of us. After ail, who 
wouldn't want to drive home a brand new 
luxury car, move to a more upscale 
neighborhood or simply have more cash 
at one's disposal? 


Now, the Bank of the Philippine Islands 
lets you upgrade your lifestyle, whatever 
stage in life you are in—whether you're 
just starting out, somewhat successful 
or already accomplished. Get a chance 
to move from the usual to the grand 
when you join BPI SAVE UP, MOVE UP 
promo. As the title suggests, you have 
a chance to move up in life when you 
save with BPI. 


The promo is open to all peso and foreign 
currency individual account holders who 
‘open or maintain Savings, Checking or 
Time Deposit Accounts with BPI, 
BPI Family Savings Bank or BPI Direct 
Savings Bank. Every 5,000 deposit 
in savings or checking or 25,000 in a 
time deposit entitles a depositor to 
get one (1) electronic raffle coupon. 
The more you save, the more chances 
of winning. 


Three exciting lifestyle prizes will be 
raffled off. In the first draw, BPI gives 
you the chance to double your total 
deposit balance by as much as 
P500,000. You may use this big inflow 
of fund in whatever way you want. 


Thé second draw prize is one that the 
entire family will ove. Get a chance to 
win a stylish Volvo V50 station wagon. 
With the Volvo V50, family trips will 
never be the same again. 


Lastly, the prize for the third draw is an 
upgrade anyone will surely welcome. 
BPI is giving you a chance to own a posh 
studio unit at The Columns Ayala 
Avenue, one of Makati's most vibrant 
condominium residences. This is perfect. 
when you want to start out on your own 
or for newlyweds who wish to start their 
new life together in style. It can also be 
the best gift a parent can give his child, 
You can also use it as an investment 
because it appreciates in value. 


But that's not all. On top of BPI 
SAVE UP, MOVE UP's exciting raffle, 
a depositor is also entitled to get a BPI 

„Electronic Gift Card worth 1,000 for 
every P300,000 new or additional 
deposit in savings or checking. The gift 
card comes in the form of a BPI Express 
Cash Card, Unlike other gift cards 
which limit your shopping to selected 
establishments, you can use the BPI 
Express Cash Card in over 45,000 
MasterCard Electronic establishments 
nationwide to purchase anything and 
everything you desire, 


So se saving with BPI today! 
Who knows, you could be in for a 
fabulous lifestyle upgrade! For more 
details, visit any BPI, ВР! Family 
Savings Bank branch or Express 
Banking Center. You may also 
call 89-100 or log on to 
www.bploxpressonllno.com. 
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„2 twill bag from Benetton 
2006 Spring-Summer 
Collection 


Be one of the consiry's young EnireChef nd gonrmet af tomorrow: 


FLOWERS ARE ALL ABLOOM FOR SUMMER AND 
they're blossoming on roomy totes and small bags те n занес y ا م‎ 
alike. на toe 2 tbe Son rio Sosi ни, Mee RS Ними Pak, VOY 
‘Sunny and bright canvas and straw totes in yellow, orange, blue and Children's Course 7-12 years old P8,500/8 sessions. 
white with leather flower appliqués speak. cof warms, breezy days ==, OE yas Ol ook More PUN es 
beach. Check out these harvests from United Colors of Benetton. | каши, ть сапта не амар 07422417, оваа 
From Segue come light cotton bags with fun prints, from pretty | ea ee 
beauty tools and makeup to funky newsprint and girl-power logos. F 
United Colors of Benetton is available at all Gift Gate stores. Segue |; 
is available at SM Megamall and Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, Makati. it 


(Quom 


ЕНЕНЕ 


Simply open or maintain any BPI Peso or Foreign Currency Savings, СһесКїй or Time Deposit. Every Р 5,000 in your savings or checking 
account or P25,000 in your time deposit entitles you to one (1) electronic raffle coupon. The more you save, the more chances to win! 


Get a chance to win these fabulous prizes! 


T DRAW: 
FROM EXPECTED. 
To EXCEPTIONAL! 


Double your deposit balance. 
by as much as ۴500,000. 
‘You can spend it any way you want! 


2ND DRAW: 


FROM CONVENTIONAL FROM SIMPLE LIVING 
To THE Most SopHisTicareD WHEELS! To THE ULTIMATE In URBAN LIVING! 


Drive home a stylish Volvo V50°, Own a posh studio unit in 
Mure aas VOVO uei atio том brat 
unmaiched safety and a spirited for ilo condominium residences. 
diving experience 


y 1 Geta free BPI Electronic Gift Card worth P1,000 for every 300,000 
J additional or new deposit in savings or checking account 
moran man m Eee E PR 2 


So save up with BPI and live it up! 
Visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center now. 
Сай 89-100 or log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com 


BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
rt ets th Deest PE O 
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STANDING: Marilyn Teotico, Ayds Valencia, Daisy Mendoza, Christy 
Zialcita, Merle Villacorta, Nini Mitchell and Dolly 'Galang. Seated: 
Marian Pablo, celebrator Bob Tenchavez and Marienne Pimentel 


EMCEES Bob Garcia and Anna 


KATE Gordon and Pinky 
Sobrepeña 


Tanjanco 


BEDANS: Raffy Ramirez, Alex Evangelista, Lito Bermuda, Archit 
Evangelista, Eddi Mendoza, Edgar Talavera, Alan Lee and Willie 


Pelino do "New York, New York!" 


4 y 


SURPRISE! Betsy Basa T. escorts husband, business magnate Bob 
Tenchaves, to his birthday party. 


Surprise birthday bash for sexagenarian 


"SHHH.. THE INVITATION 
instructed us. "Irsa secret, please 
dont tell, but when Bob Ten- 
chavez comes, let's all yell... Sur- 
priser” 

Tt was definitely a super sur- 
prise party, palanggas. To Bob, as 
to most of us young at heart, age 
is strictly a case of mind over mat- 
ter. If you don't mind, he says, it 
doesn't matter. 

So when he turned a dazzling 
60, he thought it would be a day 
spent quietly with a thanksgiving 
Mass and dinner with his famille. 
He had, in fact, just arrived with 
his wife, classic beauty Betsy 
Basa, from a fab Baltic cruise. 

But unknown to him, famille 
pals and classmates had spent 
weeks preparing for a birthday 
bash with the theme, “For the 
love of Bob." 

Guests were told to come in 
red, black or white, which were 
the same colors for the party at 
the sprawling garden of the Ten- 
chavezes. 

Bob was totally unprepared for 
the big surprise! He was shocked 
Even his high-school gang from 
San Beda were there to greet 
him. 

Guests were then treated to a 
superb dinner of the best prime 
ribs, from the Tenchavezes own 
resto, Tender Bob's, natch. They 
also feasted on paella, lechon, 
chicken sophia, and blackened 
bacalao by Barbara's. The cuisine 
had all the invitees talking about 
it for days, palanggas. 

To lighten things up even 
more, Bob's San Beda's class did 
an Apo Hiking Society medley. 

A close pal of Bob and Betsy 
from their New York days, Nini 
Mendoza Mitchell jetted in from 
Singapore to choreograph th 
‘women in their awesome “La 
да Loca” number. And for an en- 
core, the men performed “New 
York, New York” complete with a 
chorus line, dahlings. 

Bob's granddaughter Lui and 
son Boom also performed a 
dance number, amazing every- 
one. 

As a finalé, a touching video 
got everyone on а nostalgic 
mood, but only for а while. Be- 
cause aprés the roasting and 
i blowing out of the 60 candles, ev- 

eryone went to the dance floor, 
rocking. Later, all staggered 
home, exhausted but happy. After 


‘THE TENCHAVES BOYS. Bob 
with Butz, Boom and Bobby 
Tenchavez 


PATRICIA Go-Nisce, Lisette 
Cipriano, Joan Cosico and Norma 
Causing 


CEL Go, IISA; Myrna Alberto, 
IISA president; and Vincent Go 


Simon and Tim Jordan, and Bong 
Mojica, general manager and 
СОО of Cebu Pacific 


ALOY Alday, Cindy Valenzuela, Candice lyog, Joan Cosico, Anne 
Young, Lance Gokongwei and Owen Wilson 


i 


HOPE Gokongwei-Tang, Graham Coates and 
Mark Tansiongkun. 


ALESANDRA Ty and 
Jeanne Chua 


э, 


DRAGO Pilipinas team members James Bungubung, Darwin Basas, 
co, Jay David, Noli Eala and Aries Fonacier 


WITHOUT 1 
BATTING 
AN EYELASH 


Photos Бу Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


all, it was all “for the love of Bob,” 
m'est ce pas, as in, di bala, palang- 
gas. 


Go-getting card 

At the launch of the Go! Mas- 
tercard at the colossal Crown 
Plaza Hotel, the grand ballroom 
was transformed into ап awe- 
some airport VIP lounge. The in- 
vitees couldn't praise enough the 
imaginative flight of fancy. 

But the true star of the show 
was Go! Mastercard, with its new 
features and extras, such as the 
Go! Rewards Program that earns 
you Go! Cash Gift Cards, special 
gifts and privileges, such as in- 
stallment programs; and the Go! 
Balance Transfer Program, "all 
designed (to boost the cardhold- 
ers) purchasing power!” 

Go! Mastercard is the latest ba- 
by of the Robinsons Retail Group 
and Cebu Pacific, represented by 
none other than dashing and bril- 
liant Lance Gokongwei, the presi- 
dent and COO of JG Summit Hold- 
ings, Inc. Other Robinsons officials 
were Jody Gadia, Robinsons Su- 
permarket general manager; Gra- 
ham Coates, Robinsons Depart- 
ment Store general manager; 
Bong Mojica, Cebu Pacific general 
manager; Vera Lim, Cebu Pacific 
VP for sales; and Tim Jordan. 

Gorgeous Bianca Valerio host- 
ed the fun event that featured an 
energetic performance by Gene- 
va Cruz, who kept all the men 
wide awake, dahlings. 

А special fashion show had top 
mannequin and Go! Mastercard 
model Ornusa Cadness showing 
off choice pieces from Topshop, 
Topman, Dorothy Perkins and 
Robinsons newest international 
fashion label, Wallis! 

Raffled off were Robinsons gift 
certificates and free Cebu Pacific 
trips for two to any local destina- 
tion and a round-trip ticket for 
two to Hong Kong, natch. 


FILA sailors during 
the 4th Annual 
Sailing Fiesta 


THELMA Guericke, Wanda Louwall 


Mr. and Ms Ton Vanchierden and Marieli 


Ready, palanggas, get set, Go! 
‘Mastercard. Call 8987088. 


Fila sails ahead 

The sun was hot, the sky clear 
blue and the wind perfect, palang- 
gas, as Fila’s hot, hot sailors from 
all parts of the country rushed off 
to the chi-chi Punta Fuego for the 
4th Annual Sailing Fiesta. 

Fila's fab happening got on a 
roll with a super bash at the new 
Yacht Club Bar. 

The club has been organizing a 
regatta for their members and 
"we always hold it when the 
winds change,” explained Club 
general manager Xavi Gimeno. 
“With 20 Fila sailors taking part 
inthe event, its a good mix of Fila 
hobies, long boats, small boats 
and sunfish dinghies.” 

During the registration party, 
there was Alfred Xerez-Burgos 
Jr, Landco Pacific's president and 
CEO, doing the opening remarks. 
Equally important was when the 
club's GM, Xavi G., launched the 
EJ Roxas Perpetual Cup named in 
honor of the late Eduardo J. Rox- 
as, the first chair of Club Punta 
Fuegos Marina end Sports 
Comittee, palanggas. 

To officially start the regatta, 
colorful Fila sails were raised and 
the participants sailed away into 
the cool winds of the South China 
Sea. Meanwhile, the invitees 
gathered at the Terrazas de Punta 
Fuego, where they were enter- 
tained with DJ music. 

The adrenaline shot high, 
palanggas, as the guests were giv- 
еп race updates by regatta top 
chair Jerry Rollin. When the boats 
sailed past the finish line, partici 
pants were welcomed by a sunset 
party where booze overflowed. 

‘The last three races took place 
the next day, palanggas, at Punta 
Fuego's Lower Beach Club. Cross- 
ing the finish line first were Mark 
Haswell and Karen Dinglasan 
aboard the Hobie 16 “Bilis ВИК.” 
‘The winners of the EJ Rojas Cup 
were cool father-and-daughter 
team Luigi and Yvonne Manzi, 
who came in second. Dennis 
Gruz and Iking Paterno finished 
third. Santi Picornell was named 
best among the keelboats. 

Once the sun had set, it was 
rock and roll, and, believe me, 
those sailors really knew how to 
party to the hot sounds of the Lev- 
el Up and Liquid Apple group. 


MIREN Mendoza and 
Carmina Quizon 


n, Mr. and Ms Alex Campbell, 
зе Evaristo 


NANI Reyes, Bob Tenchavez, Tessa Atilano 
and Cora Tolentino 


GNC Maryann 


азы LULU Inocentes, Flory Montalvan, Billie 


Reyes and Cely Ваза 


CHARO Apacible, 
Apples Meer, TV's 
travel gal Susan 
Medina and Bella 
Ramirez 


ےا 


ITS ROCK-AND-ROLL time. 
Nini Valdes and Sen. Dick Gordon 


үз Басы 
LYLET and Vic Lorenzo, Cryo 
president. 


PUNTA Fuego club general manager Xavi Gimeno with Karen 
Dinglasan and Mark Haswell, champs of E] Roxas Cup 


i 
‘SAILING enthusiasts include Akiko Thompson, Monchu and Tina Garcia 
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HIP sunglasses 


THE OAKLEY Oil 
Drum 


| ofsummer | 


visos: که‎ dom cta: А a 


GIVE YOURSELE A MAKEOVER AND, IN 
case you want to start small and easy, set your 
sights on Oakley's newest eyewear guaran- 
teed to be on the must-have list for the entire 
year of 2006. 

‘The Razrwire Bluetooth sunglasses-cum- 
gadget is one of Oakley's contributions to the 
making of a wireless society. It lets you talk 
within 33 ft of your e 
Bluetooth-enabled ==" 
cell phone. 

Riddle is another 
one of Oakley's new de- 
signs that set the pace of. 
eyewear fashion. The use of a 
single continuous lens, mount- 
ed flush with the outer surface of the frame, 
is a new design language for Oakley. The 
style is matched with the clarity of patented 
XYZ Optics to achieve lens contours that ex- 
tend peripheral vision. Riddle also comes 
with an Asian-fit line for those whose glasses 
sit too low on the nose and have a tendency 
toslip. 

Fives 3.0 improves upon the classic Fives 


Children’s camp 
registration 


REGISTRATION FOR PROMIL PRE-SCHOOL'S 
Camp ProGifted 2006 will be on March 26. The se- 
ries of workshops are designed for children aged 
3-7. Camp ProGifted 2006 runs April 17-May 19. 
Registration fee is P4,500 per child. Parents can. 
get up to P1,500 discount by presenting Promit 
Pre-School receipts. Registration on March 26 is 
at Glorietta 2 Lobby Area and, on April 1, at SM 
Megamall Bldg. A Activity Genter. Сай Camp. 
ProGifted at Camp Mobile 0906-4408511. 


RAZRWIRE 


cum-gadget 


PARENTING TALK. Communio et Missio, in part- 
nership with Sweethearts of Christ and Family 
Life Apostolate SJRM, will hold a family-oriented 
event on April 1 at Chavez Gardens, 313 Cadena. 
де Amor, Ayala Alabang. Topic of the solree-type 
party is "Parenting Today's Children." Ed Soretta 
is main speaker. The St. James Renewal Move- 
‘ment Praise will perform musical numbers. Ad- 
mission is free. Complimentary bar chow will be 
hosted by the Sweethearts of Christ. Love offer- 
Ings for outreach programs are welcome. Call 
6360255/58 or e-mail nancy_harel@glo- 
belines.com.ph. 


GALA CONCERT. Romanian violin sensation 
‘Alexandru Tomescu will perform with pianist 
Mary Anne Espina at the Philamlife Theater Sun- 
day, March 26, 8 p.m., in an evening of the music 
of Leclair, Beethoven, Sarasate and Paganini. For 
tickets call 9007023 or 0910-8851136. 


WORKSHOPS, The Raya School offers summer 
workshops for kids: Theater and Movement, 
April 24-28; Arts for Toddlers, April 24-29 and 
May 8-12; Science, May 2-6; Creative Writing, 
May 2-6 and May 22-26; Rubber Art, May 8-12; 
Music and Movement, May 8-12 and May 15-19; 
Electronics, May 15-19; and Illustration and Pa- 
per Crafts, May 15-19 and May 22-26. All work- 
shops will be held at 73-A Scout Limbaga St., 
QC. Workshop fee is P700. Call 3762184 or 
0917-6287546. 


RAFFLE PROMO. Sta. Lucia East Department 
Store and its affiliate stores, Planet Toys and 
Home Gallery, hold the Great Escape Summer 
Raffle Promo. Shop today up to May 15 and get 
опе raffle coupon for every P500 purchase. At 
stake are cash and a trip to Boracay. SLE card 
holders earn double points and two rattle 
‘coupons, Grand draw will be on May 19. 

Meanwhile, Sta, Lucia East Grand Mall's 
Generation East 2006—the Model Search will 
have its final screening today. Сай 6815401 loc. 
118. 


SEMINAR. The Philippine Society of Librarians. 
and Information Specialists (PSLIS) will hold а 
seminar-workshop, Cataloging and Indexing Up- 
dates: An Achievement Workshop,” on April 10- 
12 at 10/F SEC Bldg., Edsa, Greenhills, Mandaluy- 
ong City. Call 7241994, 5278351 local 206, 0919- 
7727678, 5238688 and 0919-5180128. 


NEW STORES, Girls who love anything In. 
ppink—pendants, flower hair clips, bracelets or 
‘candy-shaped ponytalls—will surely enjoy tho. 
two new stores of Pinkbox, now open at the G/F, 
SM City Sta. Rosa, Laguna, and soon at the 2/F, 
‘Mall of Asla, Pasay City. Known for its wide col- 
lection of hair clips, charm bracelets, personal- 
{гөй necklaces and coll phone chains, Pinkbox 
caters to the young and young at heart. Check out 
very affordable Ouchless ponytalls for all ages In 
various colors to choose from, at prices ranging 
from P15 to P59.75. 
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Bluetooth sunglasses- 


2.0, being more lightweight and sporty yet 
fashionable enough for casual wear. 

Oil Drum is perfect for those with medium- 
to-large faces. Ies a comfortable fit with the ‘ai 
extended wrapped-frame geometry, plus the 
optional polarized lenses. Large metal icon 
accents complete the look. 

Oakley Spike is physics elevated to an art 

form. Oakley High Defini- 

tion Optics protects you 

from the elements and 

funky Unobtanium earsocks 

even provide moisture-wick- 
ing comfort. 

These new designs were presented 
atthe Oakley and Reef Boracay Inva- 
sion, which featured an Oakley Virtual Store 
in front of Club Paraw where all the beach es- 
sentials from Oakley and Reef were sold. 

Oakley Eyewear is available at Almeda Op- 
tical, Executive Optical, George Optical, Ideal 
Vision Center, Magno Optical, Optical Works, 
Sarabia Greenbelt 3, G-Force Rockwell, G- КАТЕ uus 
Force Podium, Rustan's Department Stores, 0351955. 
Aison Cebu and Avant in Greenbelt 4. act aii вага 


mc Rs 301 


нитко бине 


| Burger 


Restaurant * Fitness First 


Zong * UCC Coffee Cafe * 
Gallery * Dental Suites * VoulezVous * 


whe 


Cafe Breton * Gymboree * Purple Closet * MCA Luna 
Eastwest Bank * Belo Medical Group * Koreana 
+ Orlentique Furnitures * Med Express • Tandoor 


Hula Hula • Oyster Boy 
Aa I 


Naturally good 
from head to toe. 


~ 


Natural-based extracts that pro 
Try, МК Plus Hand and Body Lotion with € 
«Вову Recipe Calamansi Déodorant and Light 
innermost dirk, areas and protecting -thel 
ne JBody Recipe Papaya Scrub with Papaya “Ext 
АДА Vitamins A, Grand E to whiten and exfoliate skin, At 


o 
Only at oR hbe home of beauty exclusives 


With over 150 stores nauonwide 


ушш at yore com ph or ай the HBC Cunomer Caru tine 9643206 Celpono No, 09109215520 
Tox yn at 456404 or олај us at custeara@hbe.com.ph 


f FREE BODY RECIPE SOAP FOR THE FIRST 200 TEXTERS! 


pale hadith bleed terr rd e 


1 тей Feee Song to 09169215520 to avall of this exclusive offer at all UBC branches 


| atoide, Present your sl phone wth confirmation menage rom HIC Сое Car 


FOR THE NINTH CONSECUTIVE 
yeas, Runway Productions’ Philip- 
pine Fashion Week, slated from 
March 31-April 9, will showcase 
the country’s most talented 
designers, with estab- 

lished names joining 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


LIFESTYLE 
Fashion Week newsbits 


phobes, the 220i has a simplified 

Click menu access. It comes in 
smooth black and sky blue. 

For those who want to be in 

tune with the world at all times, 

the J230i will prove to be ideal. 

A stick phone that comes in 


the up-and-comers. 


As part of its sup- 


port for the event, 


2 cosmo white, cherry red 
3 and deep blue, the J230i 
te, has а built-in FM radio. 
Sony Ericsson is un- A satin black phone 
veiling three stylish .\ 


handsets: the J220i, 
J230i and W810i. 

Billed as “easy” phones, 
the J220i and the J230i offer 
а combination of design, ease 
of use and value-for-money. The 
W810i, on the other hand, is the 
latest 
strengthen Sony Ericsson's music 
phone lineup. 

A stick phone optimized for 
even the most clueless techno- 


FASHION Week guests at the NBC tent will 
be able to sample delicious treats from the 
Goldilocks GoLite, a line of guilt-free desserts 
and pastries made with absolutely no sugar. 


AX with orange tim, 
sophisticated 
W810i соте 
with a 512 MB 

removable 
Memory Stick 
that can store up to 
150 songs. Aside from 
storing a wealth of music 
tracks, photos, video and other 
multimedia files, the W810i also 
has an integrated two-megapixel 

auto-focus camera. 


Walkman phone to 


Avida Towers | 


Sucat + New Manila + San Lazaro 


SONY Ericsson 2301 
(above) and Sony 
Ericsson [220i (left) 
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Groove to your own 
soundtrack with: 

Sony Ericsson's 
latest Walkman. 

phone, the W810} | 
tobe launched 
at Philippine 
Fashion Week 
2006, 


Madaling pagbigyan. 


Affordable living at its best 
ап AyalaLand company 


Pa'no, malapit sa lahat itong condo gaming 
S3 park, sa mall, sa lahat ng puwedeng mapuntahan, 


AFFORDABILITY * 
For as low as P9,000 a month 
Standard Amenities: clubhouse • adult & kiddie swimming pools * jogging 
path * children's playground * 24-hour security = centralized water supply 
Standard Facilities: main lobby * 2 elevator units * provision for telephone 
& cable connections + adequate emergency power * mailbox & drying 
саде per unit * garbage chute 


VALUE * SECURITY 


www.avidaland.com * Call 864-5744 yy 
& 


Avida renames 
New Manila & 
Sucat Towers 


Popular condominium developments 
Aeropolis New Manila in Col. Bonny 
Serrano Ave. Quezon City and One 
Aeropolis Sucat at Dr. A. Santos Ave., 
Parafiaque, were recently renamed Avida 
Towers New Manila and Avida Towers 
Sucat, respectively. 

The move follows the lead of 
Laguna Properties Holdings Inc. (LPHD, 
the developer of both projects, which 
recently adopted Avida Land Corp. as its 
new corporate name. ; 

Offering studio, one-bedroomi 
and two-bedroom units that range in 
price from P1 million to P3.2 million; 
Avida Towers New Manila and Avida 
‘Towers Sucat provide affordable living to 
middle-income families, Avida's target 
market. 

The new names better reflect the 
position of the company in relation to its 
mission and the aspiration of its clients. 
Avida is a contraction of * 
to celebrate" and or "life". 
Studies have shown that clients of the 
former LPHI consider their homes as 
sources of pride and fulfillment — both 
good reasons to celebrate life, notes 
Dinna Bayangos, president of Avida. 
“Avida truly offers affordable living at its 
best," she says. 

Aside from offering units that 
are built to last, the Avida Towers projects 
will be managed by Ayala Property 
Management Corp. (APMC), the Ayala 
Land subsidiary that maintains properties 
developed by the property giant and its 
subsidiaries. By managing building 
systems such as water and sewerage and 
overseeing key services such as security, 
APMC will ensure the upkeep of the Avida 
Towers. 

Banking on the Ayala Land 
heritage of Avida, unit owners are 
assured that projects will be delivered as 
scheduled and that the company will 
stand by its commitment to homeowners 
long after the sales have been realized. 

When they move into an Avida 
property, residents are provided: with 
more than just a roof over their heads, but 
also a thriving community life through 
amenities that enhance bonding among 
residents. These include a social or 
community hall, a swimming pool, 
jogging paths, and Zen-inspired gardens 
where they can converge and celebrate 
life. 
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Paranaque Mayor Jun Ветабе (2nd from 
lef) graced the Sucat event with Avida 
executives Steve Dy (lef) and Ed del Valle 
Grd from lef). Event host was DJ Crystal 
of Magic 69.9 (righU. 


With these reasons, more and 
more overseas workers, single 
professionals, entrepreneurs and young 
families see Avida ‘Towers as the place 
where their dreams become realities. 

‘The renaming of its New Manila 
and Sucat condominium towers was 
marked with a Mardi Gras last March 11 
and 12. The celebration of a new 
beginning served as the theme of the twin 
events marked by percussion 
performance, a magic show, refreshment, 
souvenir items and fun activities. 


і 
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Let your nails do the | 


"бф 


páraffin nails by 
California 


California Nails and Day Spa Summer Time Promo 4 
Geta free pedicure gift certificate for every P1,500 worth of services. Î 
ota tee anum ot certificate when you avalot a paraffin hand | 
and paraffin pedicure treatment. 

Promo until April 30. i 
California Nails and Day Spa has branches in BF Homes, Salcedo Vi- $ 
lage, Greenhils, Magallanes, Libis, and Market! Market! i 
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Ithink French manicure 
is the safest and looks 
clean. Plus, Гуе yet 
to hear a boy not 
liking it. Big 
bonus! 


1 HAVE A DREAM ROOM. NO, IT 
doesn't have a flat-screen TV Its a 
room where I can get a facial so 1 
don't have to lie on the living room 
sofa when I'm getting one from Elvie 
Gonzales (0915-9901231). She is so 
good, 1 actually am having second 
thoughts of putting her number for 
fear of her not having time for me af- 
ter this article. 1 just have to be 
brave... А room where I can get my 
manicure and pedicure and body wax. 

1 think every girl or metrosexual should 
have such a room. I don't really mind getting 
a massage in the bedroom. It can be pretty 
convenient since I doze off anyway. But if I 
had a separate room to get a massage, then 1 
can just doze off there without having to wor- 
ту about oi stains. Just imagine. 

1сап actually go on and on about my dream 
room. 1 even have a color in mind and can 
imagine what it would smell like. I know for 
sure 1 would actually look for a CD that plays 
the sound of running water or of birds chirp- 
ing. Sometimes I would play Enya. 

But I don't have one, thus the word 
“dream,” When I told my husband about my 
dream room, he said we had an extra room 
but we were people of substance so it should 
be а library filled with books instead. At that 
point I told him straight out that I preferred 
having а mani-ped room instead of a library 
because 1 am a girl who cared about my well- 
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EDUCATIONALISHOWCASE| 


4 shower panels 


si 
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13 Water 
P1600 | | Nesters 


[HOME ENTERTAINMENT, SHOWCASE 


MAGNO SEE 


as low as 
P4,500 


Knockout! 


‘being first and foremost. 

Since he never brought up anything about 
the extra room again, 1 still don't know if 1 
‘would get my dream room. 


Pampering 
Back to reality do love getting mani-peds. 
Normally, I don't even have them 
paint on polish since 1 don’t know 
how to take care of it well. 

And I love getting my legs 
waxed even if I hardly have any 
hair. It’s just that after 1 pamper 
myself, I feel good. That's more 
than enough reason to brave the 
Makati traffic and visit California 
Nails and Day Spa in Salcedo. I 
think they have perfected the art 
of putting nail polish, French man- 
icure and acrylic. 

Since I'm not an adventurous 
person, Гуе not had acrylics done 
since I heard that it damages the 
nails, But because Pm curious by 
nature, I asked some friends who 
have had it done and they said 
their nails came out fine. Now, I'm open to it. 

Let me give you some tips on picking a 
shade to have your nails painted. 

Tf you are fair-skinned, look for colors with 
blue undertones. If you want to do a red 
shade, check out colors with berry tones, and 
if you want a pink shade, stay away from the 
ones that are close to beige, since it just makes 
your skin tone look dull. 


GET WAXED and biki 
ready this summer, 
thanks to California 
Nails and Day Spa. 


GREEN IS A STRONG COLOR SO ALOT OF 
women are wary of using it. You wouldn't 
want to look like Shrek or a green-eyed 
alien. So I suggest you use it sparingly 

If you are not comfortable using green 
eyeshadow, start with green eyeliner, 
Choose the right shade of green according 
to your skin tone. 

If you are dark-skinned, you're very 
lucky because all shades of green suit you. 
For yellow-toned skin like ours, olives and 
yellow-greens suit us well. Pair-skinned 
women should be a little careful with 
bright greens to avoid looking too harsh. 
The hues can also be overpowering. 

. Always remember the makeup rule. If 
you are wearing bold green on your eyes, 
keep your cheeks and lips understated. 

Eyes—I applied a pink base up to her 
brow bone to even out the color of her eye 
area, This also gives the illusion of brighter 
eyes. I skipped eyeshadows and proceeded 
to apply an emerald green eyeliner on top 
of her lid 

Start at the innermost eye and just draw 
a straight line up to the outer eye area. If 
you have a hard time doing this, just follow 
the line where your lashes grow. 

Talso applied the eyeliner on the bottom 
lash to make her look more exotic and ad- 
venturous. I used two shades of green on 
her lower lash—emerald green on the out- 
er corner and mint olive green on the inner 
section, This softened the emerald green 
and kept her from looking too harsh. 

"The last step was the application of two 
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If you are medium skin-toned, avoid cool 
undertones. Try deep browns and warmer 
shades of pink. Check out Essie's Ballerina 
Slippers shade in Essenses. Morenas should 
go for warm browns, bright pinks or deep pur- 
ples. Personally, I think French manicure is 
the safest and looks clean. Plus, I've yet to 
hear a boy not liking it. Big bonus! 


Rewarding 

‘As a whole, manicures are rewarding 
whether they are done at a salon ог at home, 
After a long day, having something done or 
doing it yourself is a definite pick-me-upper. 1 
‘would think its better than Prozac when you 
are feeling down. 

After having something done—be it a man- 
icure, pedicure, wax, or а massage—you will 
leave with a happier, sunnier frame of mind. 1 
guess its really like that in everything. And 
‘when it comes to beauty rituals, the best thing 
is that the reward is instant. Besides, groomed 
nails will make you feel like a “truly polished” 
woman. 

When presenting yourself, remember that 
everything comes into play, not only your 
clothes and the accessories you wear but most 
especially your cleanliness, the glow of your 
skin and how you feel inside. In all honesty, 
would you rather sport a designer shirt and 
not have well-kept nails, or а white Tshirt 
and pretty French tips? Think about it. Aside 
from the latter costing less, you even get а 
free massage! \ 
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coats of mascara on 
the upper lash to 
open up the eyes. 
Products to try— 
Art Deco Eyeshad- 
ows #40 and #44, 
Mac Eyeliner in Hy- 


acinth 
TEXTANOMAKEUP 
INDICAN 
HODELMARY PAOLA 
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S SOON AS SUMMER 
became official? cosmetic 
companies stopped pushing 
their moisturizers and anti-aging 
creams—now it's all face mattifiers 
and anti-acne lines. 
The sad truth is that the 
aging process does not 
stop just because the sea- 
son has changed. In fact, 
many are now panicking 
because the creams rec- 
ommended during the 
colder months are making 
their skin break out now. Î 
have compiled my fa- 
vorites among the road-tested products that 
firm the skin and abolish lines without mak- 
ing the oily but aging skin break out. 
SkinCeuticals C E Ferulic (call 2424242 
for inquiries). This potent antioxidant serum 
eases up skin damage, boosts skin protection 
and stimulates collagen. It may be expensive 
but it gives the skin a glow that's visible a few 
hours after application. The effects are cumu- 
lative: skin firmness, better color and texture. 
My jawline and check contours are more “lift- 
ей” and defined. Applied only every morning 
after cleansing and toning, its effects actually 
Jast up to three days without reapplication as 
the solution cannot be washed off once 
rubbed on face, neck and back of hands. Of 
course 1 apply it faithfully at least every other 
day, if not daily. Only a few drops are needed 
for all these areas so the vial actually lasts a 
long time. The only downside: It smells like 
hotdog for the first minute, but the aroma 
quickly disappears. 
Oreal Revitalift White (P995). This is a 
multitasking, anti-aging and non-greasy solu- 
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tion that firms skin, makes pores look: smaller, 
eliminates fine lines and brightens skin tone 
by fading age spots so that the skin looks 
more even. Itis designed to be used with 44 
the anti-aging Revitalift range, but 1 use 
it instead with the Skin Refiner pore 

minimizer line, 
which controls break- 
outs and shine, or with 
the White Perfect range if 
1 feel my skin looks dull. 
Like CE Ferulic, this is de- 
signed to be used under a 
‘moisturizer or sun block. 
‘Avon Anew Force Ex- 
tra triple lifting night 
cream (call 8642900 for 
inquiries). I know I'm ag- 
ing because two years ago when I used this, 1 
found it too rich. But using it lately, Inoticed 
my skin was firmer, non-greasy, glowing and 
hydrated. Waking up every morning isa thrill 
for me because my skin always looks so reju- 
venated and lifted. Wish they would come up 
with an equivalent eye cream. 


Silky hair 

Those who color their hair regularly, 
whether for fun or out of necessity, suffer 
from stiff, dull, damaged strands that are hard 
to comb and control. L'Oreal Powerdose is the 
quickest and most lasting treatment to whip 
your hair back into shape. 

Talk about having your cake and eating it, 
too. Hair becomes silky soft and incredibly 
shiny, worthy of any shampoo commercial 
‘The only catch is that it is not sold to cus- 
tomers but is strictly a salon service. I had 
mine done at Philosophy salon by Mikaela at 
Pasay Road, Makati (tel. 8163697). 


Baby-soft skin 

There are days when I am dying to go toa 
spa but too lazy or broke to get there. When 
‘The Body Shop sent me its Spa Wisdom range 
І could not have been more thrilled. My 
choice picks are the African Spa salt scrub that 
smells like yummy shea butter and sesame, 
which 1 apply on dry skin for a thorough but 
gentle rub down. It is not as abrasive as most 
body scrubs so its ideal for daily use on sensi- 
tive skin. 


LET YOUR pink lips speak for themselves with this rosy look from 


Avon Color. 


Hues and shades 


from sunup to sundown 


LOOK morning-fresh with rosy hues and 
neutral tones from the Avon Color palette. 
ni" б 


IND OUT 
the latest 


night makeup 
styles on Fash 
ion Week March 
31-April 9. 

Some of the city’s 
hottest names in the 
fashion scene take to 
the catwalk with Avon 
Color to show what 
colors and styles аге 
best for daytime and 
what is suitable for 
evening events. 

Light plays an im 
portant role in the 
Way а woman's 
makeup looks, In the 
morning, soft hues 
like pink or earth 
tones like tan are best 
for that fresh and 
young look. 

Toto Bagamasbad 
keeps things clean 
and simple with Avon 
Color Personal Match 
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One tip though: Use a spatula to scoop out 
Ahe amount you need because if you dunk 
your fingers the oil will rot and the mix will 
spoil as there are no preservatives. 
Step two is washing it off with the 
Dreamboat milk bath, which smells like 
Lotus and Frangipani. Step three is ap- 
plying hydrating body purée, which 
ы AR) smells Ше citrus fruits and roses and 
e ; has a gel texture that feels cool and 
sx wid, > 4 non-sticky. 

For extremely dry areas like the el- 
bows, hands and cracked heels, I highly rec- 
ommend the Africa Spa Rich Body Balm, 
‘which can penetrate the thickest, most dehy- 
drated areas. 

E-mail the author at kinnysalas@yakoo. 
com 


некоем 


сно | mesures 


THE BODY Shop 
African Spa salt 
scrub 


Г Shaping 

Éstomorrow's Ve 

i for 
special ki 


A bday conference of 
conceming chidren Wi 


ДА 
ИШ 
The Essential Guide to the Philippine Socal Season. 


e 


ГЇ 


BEST of 
the BEST gy 
єт” 

"Con we jus! wat and obl 
‘Sobay tayo, kapamtya” 
‘Homestyle leaming for the 

special ch" 

Plan, do, aet. 


ЖА. 
Ж ЕКЕ 
Wom 8 


Asia's MOST STYLISH WOMEN 
FROM HONG KONG, SHANGHAI BEING, KOREA THAILAND, 
(MALAYSIA, SINGAPORE INDONESLA AND THE PHILIPPINES 
лук #00 UST 
‘ESSENTIAL REGISTER OF PHILIPPINE HIGH SOCIETY 

00 PEOPLE vou MUST NOW I ASIA 

THE MOST POWERFUL R INFLUENTIAL 

PEOPLE THE REGION 


PLUS: THE BEST PARTIES, COWNS & WEDDINGS 
FOR зйвзиәтон$ сш. та MO, eorr DX. Y 


MARCH 25, 2006, Saturd: 
Solarium Cafe, NAPOCOR, Quezon Avenue corner Agham Road, Quezon City 


Our newest dishes -- fresh and 
mouth-watering, Available for a 
limited time. Catch ‘em wool 
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‘Dual Powder Foundation in Almond. He 
adds a touch of rosy glow with Rose Lus- 
tre blush. For the eyes, it’s Taupe and 
Rich Cream from the Lilac Dream True 
Color Eyeshadow Quad palette. 

Eric Maningat creates something 
dreamy in pink for daytime, choosing the 


rosiest shades from the Avon Color col- 
Jection—Iwinkle and Pink Frosting from 
the Deepest Rose True Color Eyeshadow 
Quad and Pink Bouquet Glimmersticks 
Lip Liner and Avon Color Shine Supreme 
Lip Color in Glossy Rose. 

For evening, Jingky Ilusorio exagger- 
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ates natural Asian features with Avon 
Color Pure White Pressed Powder in Al- 
mond and lines the eyes with Glimmer- 
sticks Eye Liner in Black. Lashes are 
brushed with Avon Color Wash-Off Wa- 
terproof Mascara in Black. Blazing red 
lips are created with Glimmersticks Brick 


in X LIFESTYLE BEVUIY. ____ 


Red Lip Liner and Ultra Color Rich Lip- 
stick in Red 2000. 

Kei Pagtakhan puts the drama in the. 
eyes. He paints the eyes with Deep Sea 
and Night Sky from Avon's Denim Eye 
Shadow Quad with a touch of Rich 
Cream from the Lilac Dream palette. 
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A fuel tipid tip to get more mileage out of your fuel. 


Check your oil and top up if necessary. Use recommended grade of oil in your engine. 


Ai Shell, we're committed to helping you go further. Look out for other fual tipid tips. 


vevwishellcom ph/fuelsireich 


By Allison W. Lopez 


EATHER JACKET, 
denim mini, slogan 
T-shirt, black stock- 
ings, knee-high 
boots, steel acces- 
sories, Add to that dyed hair, 
piercings, tattoos and black- 
painted fingernails for the per- 


fect f**k-you sign. 

Tes pretty базу to look like a chick who digs 
rock music, Subtlety is definitely out of the 
question, An “I don't give a damn” attitude is re- 


quired, Everything is dark, rough and tumble, 
sometimes even bordering on crass and trash. 

Dressing up like a hardcore rock chick, 
though, isold school. The new school of rock? 
Rock chic with a romantic twist. Think vin- 
tage Victorian—ruffles, lace, ribbons, puffed 
sleeves; soft chiffon and crushed silk—all 
mixed and (mis)matched with the harshness 
of leather, denim and in-your-face accessories 
like huge cuffs, killer stilettos, even fake fur. 
Тез a look that’s glamorous but cheeky, sweet 
yet seductive. 

Black is no longer the national anthem. In 
order to look less daunting and more femi- 
nine, you'd want a brush of color here and 
there. Not to worry—you won't be asked to 
wear fuchsia, Basic neutrals like beige, ivory 
and white, and reddish hues like plum and 
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ОМ КОЅЕАМА: 
Slim jeans, Victorian 
blouse, striped 
jacket and suede 
pumps. 
On Nicolette: Ruffled 
halter top, beaded 
vest, tiered tulle 
skirt, laced tights 
and studded belt 


Rock chic 
with a 
romantic 
twist? It's a 


rebellious yet 


ON ROSEANA: Striped crew-neck shirt, gray 


rock-and-roll shirt and eyelet trimmed wraparound blouse. On Nicolette: 
White jacket, white cropped trousers, ruffled halter top, eyelet trimmed and wraparound blouse 


mauve will add that ladylike feel without de- 
tracting from the whole bad-girl aura. 

Denim is the undeniable staple of the rock- 
chic look. les sexy and versatile—whether 
‘washed-out, torn or embellished, Skinny jeans 
look especially hot nowadays. Pair them with a 
graphic tee during the day, or a silky cami at 
night. Layering is also key when it comes to dif- 
ferent textures. Aside from cropped jackets, 
vests are also making a big comeback. 

Tor attitude with an enormous A, the key 
word is accessorize. Oversized sunglasses, 
necklaces, bangles, studded leather belts and 
bags do the talking, while fab finds (leopard- 
print platforms!) from your fave ukay-ukay 
сап up the ante and personalize your look. 
There's not much restraint; the overall look is 
reckless and excessive. 

‘Usually there's a temptation to overdo even 
makeup. Don't If you choose smoky eyes, then 
thats just perfect with nude lips. And its 
smoky, not swollen, okay? If you're thirsty for 
blood-red lips, go light on the eyes instead. 
Hairis loose and craftily disheveled— whether 
curly or straight—and preferably in one hue. 


Experiment! 

‘The thing to remember is NOT to look too 
puttogether. Imagine picking random stuff 
from your closet, then wearing them all to- 
gether and still managing to look über-stylish. 
Dig it? It may take you some time to experi- 
ment, but as in the freedom-loving "70s, just 
“go with the flow.” 

Such is actually the spirit of the Romantic 


movement in the 1800s, where creativity 
ruled and emotions were exalted, where 
artists believed in spontaneity, freedom from 
boundaries and rules. They generally rejected 
absolute systems, and asserted the impor- 
tance of the individual, the unique, even the 
eccentric. Colors abounded in their palettes, 
and nature in all its splendor formed the pre- 
dominant backdrop. 

For added inspiration, channel Kate Hud- 
son, a genuine rock chick. After playing Penny, 
Lane in ‘Almost Famous,” Hudson turned, 
from reel into real groupie with her marriage 
to rock star Chris Robinson of Black Crowes. 
Her love for things bohemian equals a look of. 
carefree, wild-child abandon, г 

The rock-chic look is for someone who 
craves attention but denies loving it, someone 
who's willing to push borders and pull out all 
the stops. Ditch the scare fare. You don't even 
need to scowl, dearie. Just a flirty smile and а 
wink, and rock stars will fall and do the wor} 
shipping. Art and fashion, after all, can be, 
very suggestive. 


Email the author at alopezQinquirer. 
сотрћ 


PHOTOGRAPHY SAMA BUICK 
SINUNG PAM QUNCNES 
MAKEUP ROBBIE NERA 
 HAIRRAYHOND SANTIAGO OF THESALON 
MODELS NICOLETTE BELL 
ANNO ROSEANA FERNANDES, DEAL PEOPLE 
"ARTWORK ANGELIQUE DELA CRUZ 
ОТЕ ZARA 
NOW OPEN ZARA GLORIETTA 3. 


ON NICOLETTE: Eyelet trimmed wraparound blouse, pinstriped pink bustier top and khaki 


belted trousers, On Roseana: Gray rock-and-roll shirt and tiered tulle skirt 


The Wet Set 
Swim Rings. 


Robinsons Galleria Flagship Store | 
Robinsons Malls | 
Waltermart Malls -| 

Tutuban Center 

Metropolis Star Alabang 

Festival Mall Alabang 

Nepo Mall Pampanga 


SHAPES and textures оп 
Quisumbing-Romulo's 
stylized ethnic trousers. 


MULTIPANELED skirt made 
of pique by James Reyes. 
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Three 
designers 
are managing 
the transition 
from one 

art form 

to another 


seamlessly 


BEADS ön the bodice 
ofpiña top by Yvonne 


THE “CIRCLE” blouse can be 
wrapped around the waist or, 
in this case, slung over the 


By Alex Y. Vergara 


know (or haven't accepted yet), 

fashion design is a legitimate 
form of art. In fact, some of today's 
young talents were already 
steeped in various art forms before 
they branched out and found their 
respective niches in the world of 
fashion and accessories. 

In her desire to improve her fabric installa- 
tions, for instance, painter and sculptor Patty 
Eustaquio took up pattern making two years 
ago under Joji Lloren. She became so fasci- 
mated with her new-found skill that, apart 
from accepting commissioned artworks, she 
soon found herself designing clothes for other 
people. 

"T used to view it as an accident,” says the 
petite fine arts graduate from the University 
of the Philippines. “But come to think of it, it 
seemed like a natural progression since I've 
always loved dressing up since I was little.” 

On a practical note, Eustaquio feels more 
financjally secure now that she has two 
sources of income. She has no intention of 
abandoning the visual arts. The artist-design- 
er, however, is the first to admit that shes a 
very poor time manager. 

“I try to make up for it by being adept at 
multitasking,” says Eustaquio, whose atelier 
in Makati also doubles as her art studio. 


I: CASE YOU STILL DON’T 


DRESS up your 
white or khaki 
ensemble with 
Ferragamo's 
camel 
patchwork-style 
shoulder bag. 
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Sumptuous pieces 

Fashion and accessories designer Yvonne 
Quisumbing-Romulo, who has earned a repu- 
tation for crafting sumptuous and heavily em- 
bellished pieces using such components as 
leather cutouts, crystal beads and coarse 
thread, was unwittingly lured into fashion by 
Inno Sotto himself. 

While taking up interior design at the 
Philippine School of Interior Design some 
years back, she had to cross-enroll at the Col- 
lege of St. Benilde (CSB), where she crossed 
paths with the veteran designer. 

“Inno was teaching fashion design then,” 
she explains. “Such was his influence on me 
that after finishing interior design, I immedi- 
ately took up fashion design at CSB.” 

She was already into painting way back in 
high school, thanks to artist-brother Anton 
Quisumbing. In fact, she initially wanted to 
take up fine arts, but her family encouraged 
her to pursue either architecture or interior 
design 

Her killer schedule these days doesn’t af- 
ford her to dress up like her chic clients, but 
even as a child, Quisumbing-Romulo already 
took pleasure in seeing well-dressed people. 


Call of fashion 

Unlike his female colleagues, James Reyes 
was already holding a regular job in one of 
the country's leading ad agencies when the 
call of fashion beckoned. 

As the agency's associate creative director, 
the advertising graduate from UP did a lot of 
layouts and illustrations by hand. Using a 


PUCCI'S signature prints are 
op-art-like delights that can 
provide instant style to any 
boring outfit. Pucci Rifflesi 
Shopper, Available at Homn 
et Femme 
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COBALT blue Thai sil dress with ruffles 
that simulate feathers by Patty Eustaquio 


computer to accomplish such tasks was then 
in ts infancy. 

"Working with the computer helped me 
manage the transition from graphic to fashion 
design much later,” he says. “It (computer) 
has a way of making your illustrations look 
three dimensional.” 

Reyes’ interest in fashion began way back 
in high school, but it had to take a back seat as 
a young adult. In between the years he spent 
at Campaigns & Grey, he occasionally did 
fashion illustrations for this paper's lifestyle 
ages. 

‘The status quo began to change when he 
decided to join the Mega Young Designers’ 
Competition four years ago. It was more out 
of whim, as Reyes didn't have the wherewith- 
al to execute his entry. 

* think doing fashion illustrations honed 
me to present my ideas well," he says. "Imag- 
ine my surprise when I ended.up as one of the 
10 finalists." 

‘Thanks to good friend Greg Centeno, Reyes 
was able to flesh out his idea into a decent 
dress. Aside from lending him the services of 
his cutter and sewer, Centeno provided the 
upstart designer with a venue to work on his 
piece. 

Reyes represented the country in the Paris 
competition later that year before he finally 
decided to quit advertising and pursue fash- 
ion design full-time. In the meantime, he took 
a short course on dressmaking at Slim's. 

“Changing careers wasn't easy,” he admits, 
“but somehow I was able to deal with it. Time 
and again, I seek the advice of good friends 


62. XN 
BURSTS of color and 
the ubiquitous 
Ferragamo leopard 
keep this handbag 
and your choice of 
attire chic, sleek and 


like Ivar (Aseron), Dennis (Lustico) and Joji." 


Practical art 

Clothes may just be another medium for 
these designers, but they see to it that lines 
are clearly drawn between their various en- 
deavors. Quisumbing-Romulo, for instance, 
makes sure that her clothes are “wearable, 
washable and dry-cleanable." 

“1 treat my clothes as works of art,” she 
says, "But at the same time, they have to be 
practical, Embellishments, for example, are 
mostly confined within the chest area to 
frame the face. 1 also make sure clients can sit 
onthe clothes.” 

But if Eustaquio's experience is anything to 
go by, there are no conscious delineations as 
far as an artists thought process is concerned. 

“jt wasn't like that in the beginning,” she 
says, "but right now its starting to merge in 
my head." 

‘Like her two colleagues, she credits her 
background in the arts for her ability to com- 
pose and visualize three-dimensional pieces. 
Because of their exposure as artists, they also 
have a wealth of influences and inspirations 
to draw from. All three, by the way, are mem- 
bers of the prestigious Young Designers’ 
Group. 

From one art form to another, from one dis- 
cipline to the next, these artists-cum-design- 
ers seemed to be managing the transition 
seamlessly. 


Email the author at avergaraGinquirer. 
comph 


ч pretty with Kate Spade's 
Palma Cabana Handbag. 
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Bossa bandeauin 


Brazilian musical influences, Chá em- 
ployed vibrant colors, intricate adorm- 
ments and embroideries to reflect the 
vibrant, Afro-Brazilian rhythms of 


side glamour gear. 

So remember, next time you want 
to look or at the very least, feel, any- 
thing like Jobim's tall, tan and lovely 


their swimwear line, the company 
that first designed the racerback 
swimsuit in 1928 collaborated with 
Brazil's hottest swimwear designer 


RANSPORT YOUR- 
self to the exotic beach- 
es of Brazil and channel 


that goddess (or should I say 
girl?) from Ipanema who was 
rightfully immortalized in Jo- 
bim's timeless Bossa Nova 
classic. Can't do it literally? 
Try slipping on any one of 


Rosa Chá in 2005 to co 
sophisticated, cosmopolita 

tion for fashion-conscious consumers, 
Following the success of last years 
partnership, the established swimsuit 
company once again joined forces 
with the trailblazing designer to pre- 


Maracatu, celebrated at carnival in the 
Pemambuco region of Brazil. For a 
more laid-back, romantic feel, she then 
used softer, more muted colors and 
prints inspired by Bossa Nova, Brazil's 
mellow, sophisticated beach grooves. 
Speedo, which was undeniably a 


seaside heartbreaker, all you need is a 
relatively active imagination, a good 
dose of confidence and a Brazilian-in- 
spired swimsuit, of course! 


E-mail the author at afashion@ 
inquirercom.ph 


Speedo by Rosa Chas 
swimwear collection and let 


your imagination do the rest. 
In a bold, much-needed update of 


sent their spring/summer 2006 col- 
lection, which sun lovers and beach 
goddesses will surely covet. 

‘Taking inspiration from strong 


market leader in the competitive ath- 
letic arena, finally offers stylish op- 
tions for fashionistas in search of seri- 
ously sexy beach-babe getups or pool- 
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Haute 
jeweler 
Carissa 
Oledan 
Coscolluela 
turns staple 
accessories 
of our 
generation 
into true 
works of art 


HEN ANDY WARHOL 
channeled his artistic 
prowess into, of all 


things, Campbell's soup cans, 
some souls in the world prob- 
ably did a double-take and 
said, “What the—?” 

But the soup cans have endured, 8 
reaching immortal pop-art status, 
proving that yes, anyone—any- f 4 
thing—can have 15 minutes of 
fame. 

True enough, these days the 
camera hog herd can become pop- 
ular using the PH (Paris Hilton) 
formula: skimpy attire + “that’s 
hot” pose = flashbulb fame. 

‘And anything can become а 
-work of art. In this day and age of 
mass production, there's a long- 
ing for the extraordinary—that 
special something that can 
make you stand out from the 
rest of the pack. The few, the 
proud and the seriously loaded 
are on the prowl for The Next Luxe Loot. 


Jenni 
Epperson 


kets are not for the budget bunch. With the. 
skyrocketing inflation rates, you'd rather that 
these mine marvels not be on your phone, but 
at the nearest pawnshop instead (kidding!). 


Sapphires and diamonds false eyelashes available at Shu Uemura 


Twinkle of an eye (lash) 

In the 1960s, Twiggy made them famous, 
taking “wide-eyed look” to a whole new level. 
By the grunged-out 1990s, false eyelashes 
were labeled as way too flamboyant, an overly 
flashy fashion faux pas. They were considered 
the accessory of the stage actress, the Las Vegas 
showgirl with her endless legs and ostrich 
feathers (I love them flamboyant gazelles!). 

By the 2001 Academy Awards, however, 
they had migrated to Ло eyes. Her makeup 
artist requested cosmetics emperor Mr. Shu 
Uemura to create a special pair of red mink 
lashes, and a trend was sparked. 

When Madonna wore her handmade, cus- 
tomized Shu Uemura diamond-encrusted 
mink false eyelashes for her Dance Floor Diva 
look (a look that cost $10,0001), she fanned 
the flames some more, and these lashes have 
never looked back. 

Bright, _ you-can-spot-me-50-miles-away 
purple, or a lush black that borders on velvet 
and leaves you feeling like Marlene Dietrich, 


тнєниясиввЕра ко 
LAUNCH E PRESENTED BY SHU 
UEMURA MOTOROLA SMART 
INFINITY AND CANSA OLEDAN 7 
COSCOLUBA AND SUPPORT- 
ED EY BALES,SMANOFE Ч 
энин Ё 
THE SHU UEMURA TOKYO LASH 
BAR FALSE EYELASHES ARE NOW 
КАН 
Countess CALLRUSTANS ' 
AKATIBIBITILOCA, 220) 
AND RUSTANS SHNGILLA 
PLAZA MALL 166I LOCAL 

TAM FORA PERSONALIZED LASH + 
CONSULTATION 

TRE MOYOMZR VI PHONES 


ог a row of rhinestones or beads—the ways 
and means to make eyes have left women 
feeling like a 6-year-old in a candy shop. 

Consider Carissa Oledan Coscolluela's false 
eyelashes from Shu Uemura, encrusted not 
only with diamonds, but sapphires, rubies 
and emeralds as well. All your best friends are 
here, girls. Yummy! 

If you're itching for what's hot and you've 
got wads of cash to spare, by all means, reach 
for these baubles. These eye candies can be- 
come heavyweight investments in so many 
years, just like those Warhol soup cans and 
detergent boxes. 

A word to the wise, however, If you do de- 
cide to get your paws on one, do yourself a fa- 
vor and try not to leave it in a VIP booth or a 
powder room. And whatever you do, don't let 
them catch you saying, "Let them eat саке!” 


Carissa Oledan Coscolluela turns this staple ac- 


inkets! 
Hello trinkets! cessory of our generation into a true work of 


Cell phones first appeared in our lives (in 
the shoulder pad-obsessed '80$) as big, bulky 
devices that could double as murder 
weapons, with a hefty price tag to match. 
Back then, they were the prized possessions 
of the rich and the powerful, 

‘Today, everybody owns a cell phone, from 
your honey's barber to the tindera at your fa- 
vorite Jollijeep to life-sized Bratz doll Paris 
Hilton herself. And in a cell phone-crazed 
country such as ours, everybody's doing his 
best to personalize these babies: cool covers, 
fancy pouches or the latest mind-invading 
ring tones (“Hello Moto auto mo "to... 

Enter luxury cell phones—embellished, be- 
jeweled, encrusted and downright dazzling. 

Emerging from a tradition of excellence and 
prestige in the private haute jewelry industry, 


am. 

"Think of it as the Faberge Easter egg for the 
‘modern woman. 

Carissa comes from a family of jewelers so 
exclusive that you need a personal intro to 
even get to see their stuff (stuff that dazzled 
Imelda and her Blue Ladies). Carissa has 
adorned the face of the sleek and spanking- 
new MotoRazr V3i with real diamonds, sap- 
phires, emeralds and rubies in sparkling waves 
and hoops. This limited edition truly caters to 
“those with the luxury of true luxury" 

It's less about ring tone and more about 
bling stone. Which makes perfect sense when 
you consider thar tinseltown's elite have got 
jewels on their teeth, their pimp cups, their 
pets’ dog collars. 

Obviously, however, these treasured trin- 


SO ALREADY AVNLAGLEIN 
FHE MARKET FOR EVERY SMART 
INANITY SUBSCRIPTION MADE 
ON THENIGHT OF THE 
LAUNCH. RECENE AMO. 
TORR TWO RAZR WIRES 
ANO SHU UEMURA SUMMERES- 
SENTALS KIT 
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prowess into, of all 
things, Campbell's soup cans, 
some souls in the world prob- 
ably did a double-take and 

said, “What the—?" 

But the soup cans have endured, 
reaching immortal pop-urt status, 
proving that yes. апуоле—апу- 
thing—can have 15 minutes of 
fame. 

True enough, these days the 
camera hog herd can become pop- 
ular using the PH (Paris Hilton) 
formula: skimpy attire + "thats 
hor" pose = flashbulb fame. 

‘And anything can become а 
work of art. In this day and age of 
mass production, there's a long: 
ing for the extraordinary—that 
special something that сап 
make you stand out from the 
rest of the pack. The few, the 
proud and the seriously loaded 
are on the prow! for The Next Luxe Loot. 


Hello trinkets! 

Cell phones first appeared in our lives (in 
the shoulder pad-obsessed '80s) as big, bulky 
devices that could double as murder 
weapons, with a hefty price tag to match. 
Back then, they were the prized possessions 
of the rich and the powerful 

‘Today, everybody owns а cell phone, from 
your honey's barber to the tindera at your fa- 
vorite Jollijeep to life-sized Bratz doll Paris 
Hilton herself, And in a cell phone-crazed 
country such as ours, everybody's doing his 
best to personalize these babies: cool covers, 
fancy pouches or the latest mind-invading 
ring tones ("Hello Moto auto mo 'to.."). 

Enter luxury cell phones—embellished, be- 
jeweled, encrusted and downright dazzling, 

Emerging from а tradition of excellence and 
prestige in the private haute jewelry industry, 
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RANSPORT YOUR- 
| self to the exotic beach- 
esof Brazil and channel 

that goddess (or should 1 say 
girl?) from Ipanema who was 
rightfully immortalized in Jo- 
bim's timeless Bossa Nova 
classic. Can’t do it literally? 


Speedo by Rosa Сһ% 
swimwear collection and let 


your imagination do the rest. 
In a bold, much-needed update of 


Carissa Oledan Coscolluela turns this staple ac- 
cessory of our generation into a true work of 
an. 

"Think of it as the Faberge Easter egg for the 
modern woman. 

Carissa comes from a family of jewelers so 
exclusive that you need a personal intro to 
even get to see their stuff (stuff that dazzled 
Imelda and her Blue Ladies). Carissa has 
adorned the face of the sleek and spanking- 
new MotoRazr V3i with real diamonds, sap- 
phires, emeralds and rubies in sparkling waves 
and hoops. This limited edition truly caters to 
“those with the luxury of true luxury.” 

Its less about ring tone and more about 
bling stone. Which makes perfect sense when 
you consider that tinseltown's elite have got 
jewels on their teeth, their pimp cups, their 
pets dog collars. 

Obviously, however, these treasured trin- 


their swimwear line, the company 
that first designed the racerback 
swimsuit in 1928 collaborated with 
Brazil's hottest swimwear designer 
Rosa Chá in 2005 to come up with a 
sophisticated, cosmopolitan collec 
tion for fashi 
Following the success of last year's 
partnership, the established swimsuit 
company once again joined forces 
Try slipping on any one Of with the trailblazing designer to pre- 
sent their spring/summer 2006 col- 
lection, which sun lovers and beach 
goddesses will surely covet 
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kets are not for the budget bunch. With the 
skyrocketing inflation rates, you'd rather that 
these mine marvels not be on your phone, but 
at the nearest pawnshop instead (kidding!) 


Twinkle of an eye (lash) 

In the 1960s, Twiggy made them famous, 
taking “wide-eyed look" to a whole new level. 
By the grunged-out 1990s, false eyelashes 
were labeled as way too flamboyant, an overly 
flashy fashion faux pas. They were considered 
the accessory of the stage actress, the Las Vegas 
showgirl with her endless legs and ostrich 
feathers (1 love them flamboyant gazelles!). 

By the 2001 Academy Awards, however, 
they had migrated to JLo's eyes. Her makeup 
artist requested cosmetics emperor Mr. Shu 
Uemura to create a special pair of red mink 
lashes, and a trend was sparked. 

When Madonna wore her handmade, cus- 
tomized Shu Uemura diamond-encrusted 
mink false eyelashes for her Dance Floor Diva 
look (а look that cost $10,001), she fanned 
the flames some more, and these lashes have 
never looked back. 

Bright,  you-can-spot-me-5O-miles-away 
purple, or a lush black that borders on velvet 
and leaves you feeling like Marlene Dietrich, 


Brazilian musical influences, Chá em- 
ployed vibrant colors, intricate adom- 
ments and embroideries to reflect the 
Afro-Brazilian 
Maracatu, celebrated at carnival in the 
Pemambuco region of Brazil. For a 
more laid-back, romantic feel, she then 
used softer, more muted colors and 
prints inspired by Bossa Nova, Brazils 
mellow, sophisticated beach grooves. 
Speedo, which was undeniably a 
market leader in the competitive ath 
letic arena, finally offers stylish op- 
tions for fashionistas in search of seri- 
from strong ously sexy beach-babe getups or pool- 


rhythms 


Swimsuit shopping nood not be a traumat- 
ic experience. Learn how to highlight what 
you love about your figure and how to 
disguise the parts you hate by following 
this simple guide: 3 
ө Fitis the most important consideration. 
|. Focus on how the sult looks and feels on 
|| your body, not the number on the tag, and 
remember the following fi-tips: 
| STRAPS 
= Swimsuit straps should lié comfortably ої 
your shoulders, f they dig in, гуа bigger’, 
size. f they fall off, go one size down. 
~ Move around to see if the straps stay on. i 
BODY 
= For maillots, the torso portion should stay, 
perfectly fat and conform to the shape of. 
your body ana spine. A 
= The seams shouldn't pucker and thera 
| should be no pulling on your busts; straps 
|. and crotch. any 
| BUST 
| -Liftyour arms to ensure that you have. 
1. enough coverage and the bra does not піде і. 
up. 2 
~ Adjustable straps are best so you'll feel 
comfortable and secure, 
- Tops with underwire or built-in cups. 
|. should fit as well as your bra. 
= Your top should contain without confining. 
|; LEG OPENINGS 
~The leg opening and waistband should i 
never pucker or dig into your skin. If it does, ^ 
oa size up. : 
-ityou need more coverage, pick another. j 
style, nota bigger size. у 
t -+ The most flattering leg height or opening is -4 
і. one-inch below the top of the hipbone. Start 
| with that and experiment with other styles. 
~ Take your activity into account: you in: г 
{| tend to engage in water sports like skiing, 
windsurfing and the like, pick a more practi’ 
{ cal sult such as a two-piece witha depend- j 
able top that will stay in place. 
|. = Try on styles you think you can never wear. 
i: String bikinis might surprisingly look good 
[^ on you. These skimpy numbers may seem 
| unforgiving but because it's adjustable, the 
T. Suit will not dig into your skin. Try suits with: 
prints, patterns, color blocking and details 
ke stirring or a belt so you can find ways to 
draw attention to your assets and disguise 
your flaws. EX 
= Experiment with Colors. No heed to stick 
| with basic but slimming black. Consider 
your skin tone and choose hues that wil 
‘complement it. Plus, improve your propor- 
tions by using dark hues on area you would 
We to minimize and bright colors on areas. 
D you would 
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side glamour gear. 

So remember, next time you want 
to look or at the very least, feel, any- 
of thing like Jobim's tall, tan and lovely 

seaside heartbreaker, all you need is a 
relatively active imagination, a good 
dose of confidence and a Brazilian-in 
spired swimsuit, of course! 


E-mail the author at afashion@ 
inquirercom.ph 
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or a row of rhinestones or beads—the ways 
and means to make eyes have left women 
feeling like a 6-year-old in а candy shop. 

Consider Carissa Oledan Coscolluela's false 
eyelashes from Shu Uemura, encrusted not 
only with diamonds, but sapphires, rubies 
and emeralds as well. All your best friends are 
here, girls. Yummy! 

If you're itching for what's hot and you've 
got wads of cash to spare, by all means, reach 
for these bäubles, These eye candies can be- 
come heavyweight investments in so many 
years, just like those Warhol soup cans and 
detergent boxes. 

A word to the wise, however. If you do de- 
cide to get your paws on one, do yourself a fa- 
vor and try not to leave it in a VIP booth or a 
powder room, And whatever you do, don't let 
them catch you saying, "Let them eat cake!” 


E-mail the author at jfashion@inguirer 
com.ph 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


t MARCH O BEIEWELED 
LAUNCHES PRESENTED BY SHU 
[UEMURA MOTOROLA SHART 
INFINITY ANC -ARRSA OLEDAN 
SOSCONLUELA AND SUPPORT 
Eo ar naners, sanon 
Ano MECGAWORLD 
THESHUUEMUR TOKO UASH 
"A FALSE EYELASHES ARE NOW 
PARABLE ATS UEMURA 
COUNTERS CALLAUSTANS 
HAKATIE: ted 
HO RUSTANS SHANGA LA 
Жаан 62636 LOCAL 
TO ORAPESONALZT P LASH 
HEMOTORAZR vA PHONE 
ALSO ALREADY AVAARLEIN 
TENANET FOREVER SHART 
NT SUNCRETION MADE 
ON TEHT oF THE 
UNI ВЕСЕ МЕ AM. 
TORAZLVI TWORKZR Re 
AND SHU UEMURA SUMMERES 
p 


LIFESTYLE ДҮЙ 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


ON 
Y 


alk 


[ 
i 
4 
H 
{ 


ا 


ga 


A) ruranoco ELECTRONICS CORPORATION 
oh 4. Puyat Avena la Cy 200 
‚Бб C: BST Canet d departments) 
КГ 
Eu небис 


[Z] SENNHEISER 
wwwiyupangco.com 


“inquire about our 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
Special Offers." 
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Tamana Wane Storr and sent cea ation 


This season's By ChecheV. Moral 


seem to have or the masters were mere 
chroniclers of the fash- 
ions of their time (there- 
fore it's fashion that af- 


fects art), there's no mis- 


jumped off 
framed works 
by a wide 
pantheon of 


movements in contempo- 
rary trends, as evidenced 
by the e 
Spring 2006 
collections. 

Rich and elab- 
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artists 
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The Ultimate 3-in-1 Buffet © | 
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tations that hark 

back to 17th- to [ү 
18ch-century 

baroque archi- 
tecture are mani- 

fested in some of spring's extrava- 
gant embroideries and ruffled 
dresses. 

Some come in luxurious gilded 
fabrics fit for Marie de Medicis. 
The abundance of ruffles and 
high collars at Balenciaga are 
reminiscent of Bouchers and 
Fragonards women. Rei 
Kawakubo for Comme des 


s | her catwalk mannequins 
with crowns. 

Springs bold prints 
seem to have 
jumped off 
framed works by 
specific artists, 
like Репе 
Joseph Redoutés 
roses onto 
Valentino's _flo- 
ral-print pieces 
and Dolce and 
Gabbana's shoes 
and bags. A cou- 
ple of dresses 
and a handbag 
by Donna Karan 
conjured Фе 
palette of the 

4 surrealist Joan 
Miró, while Fen- 
dis is reminis- 
cent of "Remem- 
brance of a Gar- 
den,” a work by "ЧУ 

Û the Swiss expres- 

1 sionist Paul Klee. 

Floral appliqués 
have also turned up in 
the dresses and shoes by 
Carolina Herrera, in her 
пой to the early 20th-cen. 
tury Viennese Arts and 

xj Crafts Movement. In the 

{ same vein, some fashion 

L| houses also came out with 
4 Ants and Crafts-inspired ac- 
cessories, like embroi- 
dered, and lace and floral- 
beaded bags from Fen- 


di. 
Others looked to 
the East for refer- 


ence, perhaps & 
j gi 


à 


® 


, VALENTINO'S 

1 summer dress 
with matching 
dutch and heels 

| echoes Pierre- 
Joseph 
Redouté's “Rosa 
Indica, Grande 
Indienne.” 


persons. 


Garçons even accessorized (5 


8 HETHER IT'S 
bold prints Ws that art in- 
spires fashion, |; | 


taking the influence of art { 


| THEBOLD 
graphics 
onthis 
Donna 
Karan dress. 
recall 
Joan Miro’s 
“Personagge 
Devan Le 
Soleil.” 


well-timed for the release of the 
Hollywood flick "Memoirs of a 
Geisha.” Oriental prints, styl- 
d Kimonos and modern 
takes on the obi were sent to 
the runways by Lanvin, 
Paco Rabanne, Alexan- 
der McQueen, Dries 
Van Noten. There 
were bags with bam- 
boo handles at Gucci 
and, from Lanvin, 
Japanese-inspired plat- 
form heels that bring 

geisha getas to mind. 


Email the author at. 
emoral@inquir- 
x ercom.ph 


EIGHTEENTH-century ruffled 
high collars, like the one worn 
by the woman in Jean-H. 
Fragonard’s “The Reader,” са. 
1770-1772, reappear in this 
off-white Balenciaga. 


FENDI'S 
dressis 
reminiscent 

of Paul Klee's 
"Remembrance 
ofa Garden," 
ca. 1914. 


